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The Manchester Peace Garden is
situated within the redeveloped
Lincoln Square, which is dominated by
a statue of the 16th President of the
United States. This lies on an
improved
pedestrian
boulevard
between
Albert
Square
and
Deansgate.
The plaques in the Peace Garden
reference Manchester’s membership
of the world-wide Mayors for Peace
network of over 8000 local authorities
and the significance of the ginkgo tree
leaves visualised around the Square,
and also commemorate the African
Victims of Slavery, the Holocaust, the
mine-clearing work of the Mines
Advisory
Group
and
Workers’
Memorial Day.
As well as four mature ginkgo trees,
the Garden also contains two ginkgo
saplings grown from seeds sourced
from trees that survived the atomic
bombing of Hiroshima in August 1945.
They were a gift to Manchester from
the Mayor of Hiroshima.
Visitors are also encouraged to look
down at the quotations in the paving
from campaigners for peace, our
environment and social justice by
Martin Luther King, Albert Einstein,
Olaudah Equiano, Wangari Maathai,
Barbara Deming, Beatrice Finn,
Mahatma Gandhi and the late local
peace activist, Betty Tebbs.
The quotations emanate from the
base of the repositioned Lincoln
statue, which now faces west. The
providence of the statue can be found
at
https://manchesterhistory.net/manchest
er/statues/lincoln.html

Above: The Peace Garden contains four mature ginkgo trees and two ginkgo saplings grown from
seeds sourced from trees in Hiroshima which survived the atomic bombing. These seeds were a
gift from the Mayor of Hiroshima as President of Mayors for Peace to Manchester, which is a VicePresidential and Executive city.
Below: The Peace Garden also contains four plaques in remembrance of Holocaust Memorial Day,
Workers’ Memorial Day, the campaign to ban anti-personnel landmines and in remembrance of the
African victims of slavery.
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Below: Etched into the paving in the Square can be found inspirational quotes from social
justice, environmental and peace activists the world-over:
Without peace there can be no social justice. Without social justice there can be no peace. (Betty Tebbs,
local peace activist, 1918-2017)

There is no way to peace - peace is the way. (Mahatma Gandhi, proponent of nonviolent resistance, 1869
– 1948)

The world is a dangerous place, not because of those who do evil, but because of those who look on and
do nothing. (Albert Einstein, theoretical physicist, 1879-1955)
When we plant trees, we plant the seeds of peace and seeds of hope .(Wangari Maathai, environmental
activist, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, 1940-2011)

True peace is not merely the absence of tension: it is the presence of justice.

(Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 1929-1968, during the Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1955)

Giving voice to that humanitarian perspective is how we will create the end of fear, the end of denial. And
ultimately, the end of nuclear weapons. (From the Nobel Lecture given by Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
2017, Beatrice Finn of ICAN, the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons. © THE NOBEL
FOUNDATION, STOCKHOLM, 2017)

The abolition of slavery would be in reality an universal good. (Olaudah Equiano, freed slave, abolitionist,
writer, c1745-1797. In his autobiography The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, 1789)
A liberation movement that is non-violent sets the oppressor free as well as the oppressed. (Barbara
Deming, author, feminist and proponent of non-violent direct action, 1917-1984)
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The Peace Garden was originally located in St. Peter’s Square, but in 2012 the expansion of the
Metrolink tram system and redevelopment of St Peter's Square meant that a new home for the
Garden had to be found. The Friends of Manchester Peace Garden was formed to work with
Manchester City Council and the designers of Lincoln Square to create a new and fitting facility to
mark Manchester’s role as a city of peace.

Above: Barbara Pearson’s ‘Messenger of Peace’ in the former Peace Garden. There are
advanced plans to relocate the sculpture to Whitworth Park.
The Secretariat of the Mayors for Peace UK/Ireland Chapter is located within Manchester City
Council. The Secretary is now looking to work with Council officers, ward councillors, businesses
in Lincoln Square, external partners, and the Friends of the Manchester Peace Garden to establish
a programme of annual events to mark calendar days of significance or causes that relate to the
plaques incorporated in the new peace garden, most specifically (though not exclusively):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Holocaust Memorial Day, 27 January
Mines Awareness Day, 4 April
Workers’ Memorial Day, 28 April
Conscientious Objectors’ Day, 15 May
Action Mesothelioma Day, 1 July
Hiroshima / Nagasaki Day, 6 and 9 August
The UN International Day of Peace, 21 September
An event to mark anti-slavery efforts, various dates possible:
o International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave
Trade, 25 March
o International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its Abolition, 23 August
o Thomas Clarkson Day, 28 October (possibly a side event to complement activity at
Manchester Cathedral)

Although the square is not intended for large scale events, the hope is that small-scale events can
happen to make the square a vibrant place for social activism and community interaction as a well
as a contemplative space for peace and reflection.
In addition, delegations and ambassadors will be invited to view the Peace Garden during their
visit.
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It is also intended that at some future point member authorities in Mayors for Peace and Nuclear
Free Local Authorities will also be able to see the Garden / Square alongside attending a meeting
hosted by Manchester City Council.
In 2022, low-key events have so far been held:
•
•
•
•

Ukraine vigil, 8 March
Workers’ Memorial Day wreath laying, 28 April
Conscientious Objectors’ Day, 14 May
A visit from the Kosovan municipality of Podujevë, 6 June

Above left: stake-boarders hold the Friends of Manchester Peace Garden banner in solidarity with
the people of Ukraine. You can just see an inscription in the paving beneath.
Above right: Trades unionists mark the Workers’ Memorial Day with a wreath-laying in the
Garden.
Manchester also has an established city-centre Peace Trail, which now requires updating to reflect
the many new landmarks of peace and social justice established in central Manchester in recent
years, most especially the new Peace Garden. http://www.manchesterpeacetrail.org.uk/ and
https://discoverpeace.eu/en/manchester/
Richard Outram,
Secretary, UK / Ireland Mayors for Peace Chapter,
richard.outram@manchester.gov.uk
07583 097793
18 June 2022
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