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Introduction:
On 25 May 2022, the European Chapter of Mayors for Peace hosted a webinar in
partnership with
•

Mayors for Peace

•

International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons – ICAN

•

Nuclear Free Local Authorities – NFLA

•

United Cities and Local Governments – UCLG

To discuss how local governments could support the 1st meeting of the States Parties to
the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons and the furtherance of nuclear
disarmament and peace in Europe.
Representatives of six different local governments across Europe took the floor during the event,
including NFLA Steering Committee Chair, Councillor David Blackburn; Thomas Hermann,
Deputy Mayor of Hannover (Germany); Philippe Rio, Mayor of Grigny (France); Marianne
Borgen, Mayor of Oslo (Norway); Roberto Cammarata, President of the Municipal Council of
Brescia (Italy) and Álvaro Ferrer, Deputy Mayor of Granollers (Catalonia, Spain).
Other high-level speakers joined the webinar to represent key partners of the European Chapter,
including: Takashi Koizumi, Secretary General of Mayors for Peace; David Kmentt, Presidentdesignate of the 1MSP Meeting and Austrian Diplomat; Beatrice Fihn, Executive Director of
ICAN; and Emilia Sáiz, Secretary General of UCLG.
Councillor Blackburn was delighted and honoured to be asked to join the panel and his presence
helped to raise the profile of the NFLA and its work on the international stage.
A full report of the event with summaries of the contributions made by the speakers can be found
on the NFLA website as Briefing A352a (NB238a) or at these weblinks:
https://www.mayorsforpeace.eu/mayors-and-local-leaders-have-a-key-role-in-advancing-thenuclear-prohibition/
and
http://www.mayorsforpeace.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Report-Webinar-25_05.pdf
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Councillor Blackburn’s speech
As part of the event, Councillor Blackburn delivered the following address:
‘It is a real honour and a privilege to be able to speak to you today – I feel humbled, but delighted,
to be amongst such a distinguished line up of international speakers, and it is to the great credit
of the Mayors for Peace European Chapter that you have organised such an important and
prestigious conference at short notice.
Today, I want to speak to you a little about our situation in the UK, the challenges that we face,
and the work we are undertaking as the Nuclear Free Local Authorities.
Britain’s post-war Foreign Secretary Ernest Bevan famously said of the atom bomb:
“We've got to have this thing … whatever it costs. We've got to have the bloody union jack on top
of it."
And as a result, the United Kingdom became the world’s third nuclear weapons state, after
conducting bomb tests lasting for 10 years which left indigenous communities in Australia and
the South Pacific displaced and irradiated, and Britain in possession of first an atom bomb in
1952 and then the far-more-deadly hydrogen bomb in 1957.
Britain developed a V-bomber force to drop atom bombs on the Soviet Union, and then adopted
nuclear submarines and US-made Polaris intercontinental ballistic missiles for its nuclear arsenal.
We were also for decades known as America’s so-called ‘unsinkable aircraft carrier’, with Thor
missiles in the 1950s, the infamous US Cruise missiles at Greenham Common in the 1980s,
nuclear-armed bombers in East Anglia, and Holy Loch occupied by US Polaris-armed
submarines, all based here.
Seven decades on and Britain still regrettably remains a member of [to misquote Shakespeare]
the ‘unhappy few’ which is the nuclear club, alongside the USA, USSR now Russia, China, our
European neighbour France, Israel, India, Pakistan and North Korea.
Now in the next decade we face further nuclear rearmament as Boris Johnson’s Conservative
Government has pledged itself to increasing Britain’s nuclear arsenal from 180 to 260 warheads;
ordered the replacement of the aging Trident submarine fleet; and acquiesced to the development
of facilities to again host US nuclear weapons at RAF Lakenheath – history repeating itself.
Britain has throughout the twentieth century had a flourishing and active peace movement,
opposed to war and to weapons of mass destruction – from the courageous conscientious
objectors of the First World War, to the Peace Pledge Union of the 1930s, to the foundation of
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament in 1957, and to the Greenham Common Women’s Peace
Camps of the 1980s.
The Nuclear Free Local Authorities network has been another arm of that peace movement –
representing British and Irish Councils opposed to nuclear weapons, nuclear war and civil nuclear
power projects.
The NFLA was established in the early 1980’s after Manchester famously became the first city in
the world to declare itself nuclear-free.
This was in response to the demands of the then-Conservative Government of Margaret Thatcher
that local Councils ‘prepare’ for nuclear war by taking civil defence measures.
At that time, the Cold War between the NATO allies and the then Warsaw Pact led by the Soviet
Union was at its height and nuclear war appeared a distinct possibility.
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Many Councils, like Manchester and, my own, Leeds, thought at that time that the idea that you
could prepare for a nuclear war and survive was not only a lie, but also a delusion.
Because in making people believe they could survive such a war it would also make people
believe that it was winnable.
And if the British people thought it was winnable, the British Government might join the Americans
and take a chance in trying to win it.
Over one hundred Councils joined Manchester in declaring themselves nuclear-free and they
became the Nuclear Free Local Authorities network or NFLA.
The NFLA refused to participate in futile civil defence exercises nor waste precious public money
in building nuclear bunkers.
Instead they told the truth - that nuclear war was unthinkable as it would represent an irreversible
calamity for humanity and for our Earth, and that the only course to ensure human survival was
to work for the global abolition of these weapons of mass destruction.
40 years on, and with nuclear tensions rising once more in Europe and with conflict in Ukraine,
our message remains the same – that the only hope for humanity is for us all, as individuals and
as nation states, to get behind the new UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons and
work for a nuclear weapon free world.
We are a proud member of ICAN and a partner of Mayors for Peace and we stand in solidarity
with other peace groups in Britain, Ireland and across the world.
In Britain we have a militaristic government that remains implacably opposed to engagement with
the new ban treaty, committed to nuclear rearmament, wedded to NATO and nuclear first use,
and inclined periodically to exchange bellicose nuclear threats with Russia, whilst cynically stating
that it is committed to honouring its obligations under Article 6 of the Non -Proliferation Treaty to
work towards multilateral disarmament.
The NFLA continues to make the case that real security – human security – can only come if we
work for international co-operation on disarmament through the UN and if we turn the resources
wasted on weapons towards tackling the real challenges and threats that we all face – climate
change, the depletion of resources, mass migration, poverty and endemic disease.
Our main weapon in seeking to change British Government policy from outright refusal with the
treaty ban to positive engagement is to look to our member authorities, and our other supporters,
to pass ICAN Cities Appeal resolutions calling upon the British Government to sign the treaty and
ratify their adherence to it – making it plain that cities and their citizens cannot accept they are
‘targets’.
We also support campaigns to persuade our members of parliament and local Councillors to sign
individual pledges of opposition to Britain’s continued possession of nuclear weapons.
In doing so we know that majority British public opinion is on our side.
The NFLA also works to expose the danger posed to Britain’s cities and towns by the nuclear
weapons convoys that pass up and down our nation’s highways, and sometimes through our
busiest population centres, carrying Trident nuclear warheads between the Ato mic Weapons
Establishments in Berkshire and the Scottish naval yard at Coulport / Faslane where the nuclear
armed submarines and their deadly arsenal are based.

3 - A352 (NB238) – The role of local governments and peace municipalism – Webinar of 25 May – June 2022

Lastly this year, we shall be renewing our support for the call for justice made repeatedly in recent
years – and now so poignant in this the 70th anniversary of the detonation of Britain’s first atom
bomb – for recognition, justice and compensation for Britain’s nuclear test veterans, their families
and dependents.
For seven decades these forgotten heroes have been ignored and belittled by our nation’s
political and military establishments – and the righting of this injustice is now long overdue.
Our Secretary spoke at an important national seminar on this issue convened in the NFLA’s home
city of Manchester earlier this year and we are delighted that the focus at the forthcoming 1 st
Meeting of the States Parties will be upon the implementation of the 'victim assistance and
environmental rehabilitation' clauses of the nuclear ban treaty.
This emphasis will recognise the suffering of nuclear test veterans and the communities in which
these monstrous tests were conducted – and I know that the cause of Britain’s nuclear test
veterans will be championed there.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak to you today as Chair of the NFLA Steering
Group.
I send all of you solidarity greetings, and end by wishing you a great and productive conference
in Vienna, and my very best wishes (and those of our NFLA members) to ICAN and Mayors for
Peace in continuing your great run of success in achieving a nuclear weapon free world.’
For more information, please contact Richard Outram, NFLA Secretary.
Email: Richard.outram@manchester.gov.uk / Mobile : 07583 097793
24/5/22
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