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1.

Introduction
This paper outlines the work of the NFLA Secretary and recent developments within the civil
nuclear industry, renewable technology, and in connection with Mayors for Peace and nuclear
disarmament in May.
This is the fourth monthly report prepared for NFLA member authorities and supporters as
Bulletins rather than a single report for the next SC on 27th May.
May started with another bold boast from Boris Johnson about his ambition to build an annual
nuclear power station:
‘Instead of a new one every decade, we’re going to build one every year, powering homes with
clean, safe and reliable energy’
https://twitter.com/BorisJohnson/status/1521150260919287808
and with Johnson and other ministers engaged in a whirlwind set of visits to prospective new
nuclear sites, including Wylfa, Moorside and Hartlepool, and talking to a range of prospective
commercial partners, from the United States and South Korea.
But that ambition was tarnished with the latest announcement from EDF Energy that Hinkley Point
C won’t now be up and running until July 2027 at the earliest, and at an inflated bill of £25-26 billion.
And the Government has a serious challenge in securing investment from the business and
financial communities, particularly as EDF Energy has now threatened to pull out following the ban
placed upon Chinese involvement.

2.

The work of the NFLA Secretary

2a.

Consultation and Lobbying:
Visit to Cumbria: In early May, I visited Seascale in West Cumbria and met a member of West
Cumbria Friends of the Earth group, who kindly offered a tour of the perimeter of the nearby Drigg
Low Level Waste Depository and the Sellafield site.
Our presence at the latter caused some consternation amongst members of the Civil Nuclear
Constabulary, especially as we took some photographs, but after they had politely questioned us
and taken details (no doubt to go in my national security file) they seemed satisfied that we had a
legitimate, rather than malicious, interest in the plant.
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The overall impression gained looking into the Sellafield plant is of its sheer size and complexity.
In effect, it is an isolated, secretive, and secure community within the wider West Cumbrian
countryside. It very much reminded me of the sinister industrial plant featured in the science fiction
film, Quatermass II!

Above left, outside Drigg; above right, outside the Calder entrance at Sellafield –
(you can see the old Calder Hall power plant behind my right shoulder)

It also became a little intimidating as I found myself waiting for a train at Sellafield Station, attired
in my ‘Nuclear Power, No Thanks’ t-shirt, amongst workers who had just finished their shift for the
day (there are around 12,000 of employees in total); fortunately, they were bemused rather than
hostile.
Below: A panorama of the plant from the Calder gate.

I also had meetings with members of the Allerdale and Copeland Green Party (i.e. in the two
Search Areas for the GDF in West Cumbria), one of whom was subsequently elected as a member
of the future unitary Cumberland Council; with a local Greenpeace activist; with two activists in
Ulverston; and with the Co-ordinator of the Lakes against the Dump / Nuclear Free Lakeland
Group.
My impression of talking to Cumbrian activists are that there are some intractable personality and
policy differences between them; essentially they are all committed and passionate in what they
do, but have differences in the campaigns they focus upon, in their style of campaigning, and in
their willingness to work together or with any element of the local nuclear community. There are
also practical impediments to joint campaigning because some activists live some way from the
nuclear sites on the other side of the county and some are of an advanced age or in poor health.
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However, some collaborative actions have been agreed with these contacts relating to the GDFs;
the proposed offshore seismic testing; and plans for a nuclear waste incinerator at the Springfield
plant (see next heading) where the NFLA can ‘add value’.
Nuclear Waste Incinerator at the Springfield Plant: Westinghouse Nuclear Fuels Limited, which
operates the Springfield Nuclear Fuels Plant, just outside Preston, has recently signed an
agreement with the American company, Perma-Fix, to establish a nuclear waste treatment facility
there. This would include burning intermediate and low-level nuclear waste, including material
brought in from Europe. Perma-Fix’s track record in operating a similar facility outside the Hanford
nuclear plant in the USA is poor.
Any such ‘hazardous waste facility’ would be treated as Critical National Infrastructure under the
provisions of the 2008 Planning Act and would therefore be subject to an examination by the
National Planning Inspectorate before a final decision by the BEIS Secretary of State, Kwasi
Kwarteng MP.
At present, no planning application appears to have been submitted. I have sent joint letters with
Nuclear Free Lakeland to the Heads of the Planning Inspectorate, planning at Fylde Council, and
planning at Lancashire County Council enquiring about the current situation and requesting the
NFLA and Nuclear Free Lakeland be recorded as ‘interested parties’ under the legislation. This
would entitle us to be consulted over the timescale for the examination, to submit a written
response of objection, and to present verbal evidence to a hearing. Nuclear Free Lakeland has
already written to Preston.
So far, Fylde Council has responded to say waste falls under Lancashire CC’s remit, but that they
expect to be consulted.
I have also written to local groups in Preston which are likely to wish to be involved in any campaign
against a nuclear waste incinerator, and to Robert Alvarez, famous for his exposure of the murder
of US anti-nuclear activist, Karen Silkwood, and the Hanford Concern group about their report of
serious irregularities and accidents at the Perma-fix facility at Hanford.
Formal complaint about the Secretary of State’s misconduct: A letter was sent to Ms Sarah
Munby, Permanent Secretary to the Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy
(BEIS) to complain that the Business Secretary Kwasi Kwarteng’s comments in public backing the
Sizewell C power plant proposal on the BBC Today programme and elsewhere.
These statements appear to breach the Department’s Ministerial Propriety Guidance, which
requires ministers to “avoid expressing views on the merits of a proposed scheme which is (or is
likely to be) the subject of an application, in a way that might be, or might be perceived to be,
prejudicial to the eventual determination of such an application”.
Sizewell C has yet to receive a Development Consent Order from the Ministers own department,
and in fact the decision has been further delayed until 8 July (see later) because of the complex
planning issues under consideration and the number of objections.
We have yet to receive an acknowledgement.
Message of Solidarity to Sizewell March and Rally: The two campaign groups, Stop Sizewell C
and Together Against Sizewell C organised a march and rally on 15 May. As it was completely
impractical to travel by train to the location to attend in person, the NFLA Chair sent a message of
solidarity to read at the rally in which he stated the NFLA was 100% there in spirit and ‘will be proud
to continue to stand with you’ in the fight to oppose the unwanted reactor. Cllr Blackburn also urged
local people to keep up the fight as ‘you have right on your side and history shows that right shall
always prevail’.
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In response, the organisers, Alison Downes and Pete Wilkinson, said: ‘We all greatly appreciated
the support conveyed in the NFLA letter which allowed us to demonstrate widespread opposition
to nuclear power and to Sizewell C in particular. Thanks also to you for convening this show of
support. It was an extremely enjoyable and successful day to which NFLA made a significant
contribution.’
There are more details about the rally and photos later in this report.
Aviva’s possible investment in Sizewell C: Government ministers have been desperately trying
to lobby prospective domestic and foreign investors to partner with them in financing their nuclear
ambitions. Much of this effort has focused on Sizewell C, which alongside Wylfa, represents the
next phase of their development plan. Amongst those organisations considering backing Sizewell
C is the insurance company Aviva.
In early May, activists from the group, Stop Sizewell C, travelled to London to lobby Parliament
and the Aviva AGM. Subsequently, the Chair of the NFLA wrote to Aviva’s CEO, Amanda Blanc,
and Chair, George Culmer, outlining the reasons why an investment in Sizewell C would be
inadvisable and how they could instead do ‘a whole lot of good for the planet’ by investing in
renewables.
Challenging the extension of AGR operations: In response to media reports of government
ministers lobbying EDF Energy to submit a safety case to keep Hinkley Point B open beyond its
planned closure date in July, a letter was sent by the NFLA, co-sponsored by the Stop Hinkley
campaign group and the expert Nuclear Consulting Group, to the Chief Executive and the Chief
Nuclear Inspector at the Office for Nuclear Regulation, Mark Foy, urging him not to deviate from
the previously agreed timetable and seeking a future meeting to discuss the closure program.
We are concerned that cracks in the graphite cores in the aging AGR fleet are increasingly
compromising the safety of these reactors; they are all generating well beyond their intended
operating life. The next AGR at Hinkley Point B is due to close in July and the rest of the fleet by
2028.
We have privately been informed that EDF Energy is only considering extending oper ations at
Hinkley Point B until August 2022, as is already permitted because of previous unscheduled
outages triggered by extreme weather events.
The ONR have treated our letter as a Freedom of Information request.
Concerns over Russian uranium: The use of Russian sourced uranium in Britain’s reactors has
become contentious since the commencement of the Ukrainian conflict.
A report published by EDF Energy’s French parent revealed that uranium products were sourced
under contract from Tenex, the export arm of the Russian Rosatom State Nuclear Energy
Corporation, founded by the decree of Vladimir Putin in 2007.
The Chair of the NFLA has written to the Chief Executive of French-owned UK nuclear plant
operator, EDF Energy, Simone Rossi, and to the Minister for Climate Change, Greg Hands MP,
seeking assurances that Russian uranium is not used to power British reactors.
From private sources, we have since received correspondence which identifies that EDF Energy
will be using Russian uranium for the foreseeable future, but that negotiations are underway to
source future supplies from Canada.
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Backing the Investing to Change campaign: At the end of April, letters were sent to the Chief
Executives of six leading banks and pension funds (Barclays, HSBC, NatWest, Nest, The People’s
Pension and Royal London) appealing to them to use their next Annual General Meeting to support
the Investing to Change network and divest from nuclear weapons.
Recent research by the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), the Nuclear
Weapons Financing Research Group, a coalition of UK faith groups, and PAX, a Dutch peace
group, has revealed that almost US $32 billion (or approximately UK £25 billion) is invested by UK
based financial institutions in companies engaged in nuclear weapons manufacturing.
Once the replies are received, they will be published in a bulletin.
Establishing an NDA NGO Forum: Led by the NFLA Secretary, negotiations with NDA officials
have now led to a broad agreement on Terms of Reference and initial membership that achieves
NGO/NFLA aspirations. A final drafting meeting between NGO reps and NDA officials will be held
on 27 May and then the final draft will be circulated to the signatory NGOs which joined the NFLA
in first calling for the establishment of the Forum in February. These will be invited to become the
first members.
The new NDA NGO Forum will address a deficiency in current consultation arrange ments by
providing the NFLA and NGOs with the opportunity to receive briefings and question NDA offcials
on operations at Dounreay, at Sellafield, at the Magnox and AGR sites that are being
decommissioned, around the transportation of nuclear waste, and on some policy and finance
issues.
GDF and waste management issues will remain with the established Radioactive Waste
Management (soon to be Nuclear Waste Services) Radioactive Waste Management Exchange.
New build and government nuclear policy will remain within the remit of the BEIS NGO Forum. The
NFLA Secretary also attends meetings of both bodies.
The NFLA Secretary has discussed the possibility of formally launching the new Forum at the NDA
Stakeholder Forum to be held in Edinburgh on 7-8 September.
2b.

Media:
In May the Secretary has issued the following media releases:
•
•
•
•
•
•

£3 billion more, 1 year longer: EDF Energy announces latest price hike and further
delay at Hinkley Point C – 20 May
Nuclear Free Local Authorities seek assurance that UK reactors are Russian uranium
free – 17 May
Stand firm against demands to extend reactor life: anti-nuclear activists’ plea to
regulator – 13 May
Proud to Stand with Suffolk against Sizewell C: Nuclear Free Local Authorities back
Sunday’s march and rally – 12 May
Time to ‘do a whole lot of good for our planet’: Nuclear Free Local Authorities call on
Aviva to invest in renewables, not Sizewell C – 11 May
NFLA registers formal protest at Secretary of State’s Sizewell misconduct – 4 May

A newsletter will be released at the end of May.
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2c.

Briefings:
In late April and in May, the Secretary has issued the following briefings:
•
•

2d.

Briefing No. 234 - Response from DEFRA Minister over Hiked Hydropower Charges –
2 May
Briefing No. 233 - Response from BEIS Minister over National Community Energy
Fund – 28 April

Meetings, Seminars and Webinars
In May, the Secretary has attended the following introductory meetings:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Allerdale and Copeland Green Party (online) – 2 May
West Cumbria Friends of the Earth (in-person) – 3 May
Ulverston anti-nuclear activists (in-person) – 4 May
Greenpeace (telephone) – 5 May
Community Energy England (online) – 10 May
Nuclear Free Lakeland / Lakes against the Dump (telephone) – 12 May

There is also a scheduled meeting with No More Trident on 24 May
Two meetings have been or will be held with the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority to discuss
the establishment of a new NGO Forum on 4 and 27 May
3

New nuclear power developments

3a.

Large nuclear reactors
Hinkley Point C: EDF has just announced a £3 billion cost increase and a further one-year delay
to construction. EDF has attributed the news to ‘COVID and the Ukraine’. The operator now
estimates that the plant will cost £25-26 billion and become operational no earlier than July 2027.
EDF first estimated the cost of building the plant at £12 billion in 2012.
It is interesting that the announcement did not feature on the EDF Energy website.
https://www.edf.fr/en/the-edf-group/dedicated-sections/journalists/all-press-releases/hinkleypoint-c-update-0
In its recent 2022 Socio-Economic Impact Report, EDF Energy claims to have trained 922
apprentices and to be on track to hire 1,000 apprentices during construction later this year. £4.1
billion has been spent directly with companies in the South West so far. 1,400 companies in the
South West are now involved in building Hinkley Point C, with 14,000 jobs expected to be
supported throughout the project.
Sizewell C:
Delay in Decision Day: On 12 May, BEIS Minister Paul Scully made an announcement to the
House that
‘The current statutory deadline for the decision on the Sizewell C Nuclear Power Station application
is 25 May 2022.
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I have decided to set a new deadline of no later than 8 July 2022 for deciding this application. This
is to ensure there is sufficient time to fully consider further information provided by the applicant
and interested parties in response to the Secretary of State’s post-examination consultation.
The decision to set the new deadline for this application is without prejudice to the decision on
whether to grant or refuse development consent.’
BEIS had set a deadline of 23 May for Interested Parties to comment on new information provided
by the Applicant and other stakeholders in the post-Examination period. Given the huge level of
public interest in the project, hundreds more representations were likely to be submitted, giving
BEIS less than 48 hours to read and consider them all.
Alison Downes from Stop Sizewell C said of the challenges: “This delay is down to the dozens of
really difficult problems with the Sizewell C application – including water supply, transport, coastal
erosion and biodiversity”.
Lobby of Aviva AGM: On 9 May, Stop Sizewell C and Together against Sizewell C campaigners
lobbied Westminster and attended the Aviva AGM in London to ask them not to invest in the nuclear
power project.
Photo: Outside Parliament. Credit: Stop Sizewell C.

Sizewell C March and Rally: From the ‘Stop Sizewell C’ website:

Hundreds of people came together in east Suffolk on Sunday 15 May to join Stop Sizewell
C and Together Against Sizewell C for a colourful, noisy march and rally against Sizewell
C.
Carrying banners saying “Chaos Coast, coming soon”, “Roadworks (for years) ahead” and “Enjoy
Suffolk while you can”, protestors marched from Leiston to Sizewell beach where they were joined
at a rally by Adrian Ramsay, Co Leader of the Green Party.
Alison Downes of Stop Sizewell C said: “We have all come here today to show that a decision to
go ahead with Sizewell C would be a wrong decision. EDF has clearly not taken this community
with them, and the government has totally betrayed the faith of local people in due process by
repeated commitments to Sizewell C when it doesn’t have planning consent, let alone a Final
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Investment Decision. Two wrongs don’t make a right, so where is the sense in copying Hinkley C,
badly overrun and overspent using a faulty reactor design that’s been offline in China for the last
10 months?”
Pete Wilkinson, Chair of Together Against Sizewell C said “As we have shown comprehensively in
evidence to the government and the planning authorities, the case against Sizewell C is
overwhelming. If the Secretary of State dares to approve its construction in the face of that
evidence and in the knowledge that nuclear is a declining industry, competes badly with
renewables on all fronts and will fail to provide the sort of response required by the existential
emergency created by climate change, the government can add dereliction of duty to its charge
sheet.”
Adrian Ramsay, co-leader of the Green Party, said: “We face an unprecedented rise in the cost of
living. Building a nuclear power station with the kind of subsidy the Government is talking about
will lock in raised electricity prices for years to come. Renewably generated electricity is now far,
far cheaper and will deliver far more sustainable jobs for Suffolk people and its independent
businesses than this expensive white elephant. As the Greens’ parliamentary candidate for villages
near this site, I know first-hand the strength of opposition locally. Construction will take a decade
and generate thousands of tonnes of carbon emissions. The climate crisis needs tackling now, not
in a dozen years’ time when Sizewell C may just start operating.”
Other speakers at the rally included district councillors Louise Gooch [Labour, Kirkley & Pakefield,
Ed: who is also Environment Shadow Cabinet Member] and David Beavan [Liberal
Democrat, Southwold, Reydon and Walberswick]. Invitations were extended to two Conservative
councillors, but – Ed: amazingly - they were unavailable.
Photo: March in progress. Credit: Gregg Brown / PA

According to EDF Energy, more than 1,000 apprenticeships will become available if Sizewell C
goes ahead. The nuclear power plant already offers apprentices to those in Suffolk and Norfolk,
but if the new station gets the green light it will see 1,500 apprenticeships being opened up which
can lead to a wide range of careers at the station. Sizewell C is already looking to fill dozens of
apprenticeship roles in welding, project controls and pipe fitting.
https://www.edp24.co.uk/news/business/sizewell-c-to-recruit-1500-apprentices-8939596
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Alison Downes of Stop Sizewell C said EDF claims did not take into account income lost by other
businesses in the area, especially tourism and the effect of taking staff from local firms to work on
the power station. She said Hinkley was on a “different scale” having five times as many
businesses, while there would also be negative consequences for the local environment in Suffolk.
Sizewell water shortage: EDF is still working on finding a permanent water supply solution for
Sizewell C. The Company says it would be possible to run station with a permanent desalination
plant if a water supply cannot be provided. The public inquiry was told a temporary desalination
plant would run during the construction of the project. EDF says it is still working with Northumbrian
Water Ltd on a solution and is confident an answer will be found later in the year.
https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/business/sizewell-nuclear-power-station-water-8915208
Harriers to the rescue. Ornithologists have discovered a nest of marsh harriers on the Sizewell
C site. The nest was found within the Sizewell Marshes Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
and two further nests at Aldhurst Farm. It’s an offence to remove the nest of marsh harriers as they
are protected by The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-suffolk-61402139
Bradwell:
EDF has warned that Bradwell B is in jeopardy due to the political opposition over the inclusion of
a Chinese investor. EDF also warned that if China shows no interest in a 2023 financing round, it
may have to finance billions more itself for Hinkley Point C. CGN is only in Britain because of the
opportunity to build its technology at Bradwell. They could walk out of Hinkley and require someone
else to buy their stake.
https://www.express.co.uk/news/science/1607607/energy-crisis-nuclear-plant-under-threat-edfwarning-china
Wylfa:
On the May election trail in North Wales, Boris Johnson said of a future nuclear plant at Wylfa,
Anglesey it ‘is going to happen’ and that he wanted to ‘get going on Wylfa in the next couple of
years’. Johnson said there could be a ‘couple of reactors put at the site.
The Government has received three expressions of interest to redevelop nuclear on the Wylfa site.
One is from the US firms Bechtel and Westinghouse. Bechtel is building the Vogtle power plant in
Georgia, USA, this is heavily overbudget and behind schedule. Westinghouse has previously gone
bankrupt over its failure to build out the V C Summer plant and several former executives are facing
fraud charges over false financial claims for work that was not carried out.
https://www.nuclearpolicy.info/news/characterized-by-cost-overruns-and-significant-delays-thenuclear-projects-built-by-the-uk-governments-new-us-partners/
Interestingly both developments were financed by American taxpayers through a financial
mechanism similar to the Regulated Asset Base model proposed by the UK Government.
The second offer is from Shearwater Energy to use both the existing Wylfa Magnox site – which is
being decommissioned – and the Wylfa Newydd site for small modular reactors (SMRs).
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In addition, Rolls-Royce is keen on using the site to install its SMRs. In March, the company
submitted SMR designs for Wylfa and Trawsfynydd for assessment. However extensive safety
checks are needed, and these are not expected to come online until the 2030s. They have
appealed to government to speed up the planning process.
Trawsfynydd:
The Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA) and Cwmni Egino have announced they will work
together on proposals for the siting of a new nuclear development at Trawsfynydd.
With the agreement of BEIS, the two organisations are working towards a collaboration agreement
aimed at progressing plans at the Gwynedd site.
It had previously been tipped by Rolls Royce SMR as a location for a Small Modular Reactor.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson today told the Welsh Conservatives party conference: "Today I can
tell you that we’re looking to build another small modular reactor on the site at Trawsfynydd."
UK Business and Energy Secretary Kwasi Kwarteng said: "Our ambition for a British nuclear
renaissance means a bright future for nuclear power in Wales, not only securing clean, affordable,
homegrown energy but also jobs and investment at sites like Trawsfynydd.
"We remain on track to realise our plan to approve eight new nuclear reactors by 2030,
transforming the UK’s energy network and revitalizing decommissioned nuclear sites."
The NDA are charged with the mission to clean up the UK’s earliest nuclear sites safely, securely
and cost-effectively, with the aim of benefiting local communities and the environment, to ultimately
release its 17 sites for other uses.
Cwmni Egino (CE) is a development company wholly owned by Welsh Government, established
to drive future development at the Trawsfynydd site and to promote regional economic and social
regeneration.
The NDA site at Trawsfynydd is home to a Magnox station which is being decommissioned by
Magnox Ltd, a subsidiary of the NDA. The NDA also owns land outside the Magnox site boundary
which could be used for a new nuclear development.
As part of this new arrangement, the NDA will share information about the characteristics of the
available land at the Trawsfynydd site, its decommissioning plans (to support schedule and workforce planning) and support Cwmni Egino in the development of its socio-economic plans.
It will also offer an opportunity for Cwmni Egino to engage with potential developers and technology
providers who wish to participate in the development of the Trawsfynydd site.
https://www.business-live.co.uk/economic-development/nuclear-decommissioning-authoritycwmni-egino-24017062?int_source=nba
South Korean interest: Business Secretary Kwasi Kwarteng has met state-owned (South)
Korea Electric Power Corporation to discuss investment in the British nuclear industry and it is
understood that talks with officials are ongoing. A Whitehall source said ministers want to work
with "like-minded, democratic allies" to develop further projects. Discussions are believed to be at
an early stage, with no deal yet on the table. South Korea's previous plans to rescue a
floundering nuclear plant project in Moorside, Cumbria, fell through in 2018 amid delays
concluding the deal.
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2022/05/02/britain-turns-south-korea-scramble-boostnuclear-power/
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3b.

Small Modular Reactors:
Rolls-Royce has appointed nuclear recruitment specialists, RPOne - part of the Morson Group to support its largest recruitment campaign to date to fill around 400 initial vacancies for its small
modular reactor programme (SMR).
https://www.pesmedia.com/rolls-royce-appoints-rpone-for-small-modular-reactor-recruitment
Rolls Royce recently appointed Atkins SNC-Lavalin, who have a base in Whitehaven, as an
engineering supplier for its small modular reactors.
https://www.in-cumbria.com/news/19994142.potential-impact-rolls-royces-plans-cumbria/
Rolls-Royce has announced it will create 400 jobs, split between Warrington and Derby, to
support the growth of its SMR business.
Rolls-Royce’s submarine division is set to launch a new skills academy dedicated to nuclear
training – and says it will create 200 new apprenticeships every year for at least the next ten
years.
The Nuclear Skills Academy, which will be based in Derby, will be supported by the Nuclear
Advanced Manufacturing Research Centre, the National College for Nuclear, the University of
Derby and Derby City Council.
The new apprenticeships will be spread across four courses covering different aspects of nuclear
engineering.
Rolls-Royce has provided the power for all of the Royal Navy’s nuclear submarines from its base
in Raynesway, Derby for the past 60 years.
https://www.thebusinessdesk.com/eastmidlands/news/2058847-rolls-royce-to-create-hundredsof-apprenticeships-at-new-nuclear-skills-academy

3c

Fusion Reactors:
Fusion start-up Tokamak Energy has called for more investors to back the emerging sector in the
UK.
https://www.ft.com/content/df82003b-d831-4147-865b-5c4d636d2b9d
Universities heavily involved in energy and sustainability research are backing West Burton A
power station as the location for a commercial fusion reactor which would be the first of its kind in
the UK. A total of 15 universities across the Midlands Innovation group and Midlands Enterprise
Universities partnerships have put their weight behind the Retford site. It has received cross-party
support, with Nottinghamshire County Council, Bassetlaw District Council, site-owners EDF and
other interest groups actively campaigning for its selection.
https://www.lincolnshirelive.co.uk/news/local-news/west-burton-nuclear-power-station-7035848
Nuclear Fusion Is Already Facing a Fuel Crisis. Nuclear fusion has encountered a shortage of
tritium, the key fuel source for the most prominent experimental reactors. In the South of France,
ITER is inching towards completion. When it’s finally fully switched on in 2035, the International
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Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor will be the largest device of its kind ever built, and the flagbearer for nuclear fusion.
The problemis that by the time ITER is ready, there might not be enough fuel left to run it. Right
now, the tritium used in fusion experiments like ITER, and the smaller JET tokamak in the UK,
comes from a very specific type of nuclear fission reactor called a heavy-water moderated reactor.
But many of these reactors are reaching the end of their working life, and there are fewer than 30
left in operation worldwide—20 in Canada, four in South Korea, and two in Romania, each
producing about 100 grams of tritium a year. (India has plans to build more, but it is unlikely to
make its tritium available to fusion researchers.)
The second problem with tritium is that it decays quickly. It has a half -life of 12.3 years, which
means that when ITER is ready to start deuterium-tritium operations (in, as it happens, about 12.3
years), half of the tritium available today will have decayed into helium-3. The problem will only get
worse after ITER is switched on, when several more deuterium-tritium (D-T) successors are
planned.
https://www.wired.com/story/nuclear-fusion-is-already-facing-a-fuel-crisis/
4.

Geological Disposal Facility
Port Clarence. A decision on a contentious nuclear waste dump lined up on Teesside is facing
yet another delay. The Environment Agency has confirmed it has given Augean more time to
provide information for its bid for a low-level waste dump at Port Clarence.
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/fresh-frustration-contentious-nuclear-waste23757287
Cumbria: Allerdale Community Partnership has started the recruitment of Community Members
to join the panel. Local people were invited to express an interest and they were then informally
interviewed. A second formal interview takes place for those shortlisted.
The Mid and South Copeland Community Partnerships have commissioned seismic testing in the
Irish Sea for four weeks (or more) in July/August. There has been no public consultation, or vote.
If there has been any environmental impact assessment at all it has not been subject to any
public scrutiny despite the known damage that seismic testing causes. The company hired to do
the seismic testing is Shearwater GeoServices.
Theddlethorpe, Lincolnshire. This information from GOTEC (Guardians of the East Coast).
Harbour Energy has announced a plan to use the Theddlethorpe Gas Terminal for a Carbon
Capture project to transport CO2 out to sea and inject it into the space left by the natural gas that
has been pumped out. The CO2 will come from the refinery, power station and a terminal at
Immingham.
Unfortunately, this plan will not prevent the development of a GDF as the search area covers the
whole wards of Mablethorpe and Theddlethorpe, and, although plans have centred on the gas
terminal, they are not limited to it.
The pipeline would need to go into the terminal site, but the only surface taken up would be a
valve housing where the new pipeline connects to the offshore pipe. This would seriously inhibit
the construction of the dump surface site. However, that could be alleviated by moving the pipe
12 –A349 (NB235) – Developments and NFLA Progress Report – May 2022

further south. There is also sufficient agricultural land North of the pipeline to accommodate the
surface site.
There are also separate plans to use the former gas terminal to produce Blue Hydrogen.

The GOTEC campaign featured heavily in a recent Guardian article:
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/may/17/its-a-bribe-the-coastal-areas-that-couldbecome-the-uks-nuclear-dump
Legal Challenge to Swedish nuclear waste dump plans and regulatory review in Finland:
Swedish environmental groups have joined the Swedish NGO Office for Nuclear Waste Review,
MKG, in requesting a judicial review of the Swedish government's decision to approve the
repository for spent nuclear fuel to the Supreme Administrative Court. The application concerns
the Government's decision of 27 January 2022 which the organisations consider contravenes the
legal rules of the Environmental Code and are based on incorrect assessments. They assert that
the remaining uncertainties regarding long-term radiation safety are far too great.
https://www.mkg.se/en/the-swedish-society-for-nature-conservation-and-others-requests-ajudicial-review-of-the
Finland's Radiation and Nuclear Safety Authority (STUK) has started reviewing Posiva Oy's
operating licence application for the world's first used fuel disposal facility after concluding the
company has provided sufficient material.
https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Review-of-Finnish-used-fuel-disposal-facility-lice
6.

Political:
On 13 May, Energy Minister Greg Hands formally launched the £120 million Future Nuclear
Enabling Fund to entice new entrants to the civil nuclear sector.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fund-to-secure-our-energy-supply-and-boost-cutting-edgenuclear-projects-opens-forbusiness#:~:text=The%20Future%20Nuclear%20Enabling%20Fund,the%20British%20Energy%
20Security%20Strategy.&text=A%20%C2%A3120%20million%20government,opens%20today%
20(13%20May).
Simon Bowen – Babcock’s former Chief Executive for nuclear, responsible for the Cavendish
Nuclear business and the defence nuclear portfolio providing naval base services and submarine
maintenance at Devonport, Clyde and Rosyth – has been appointed as Industry Adviser to lead
the establishment of the new Great British Nuclear body.
In a retrograde step, Business Secretary Kwasi Kwarteng is attempting to have natural gas projects
reclassified as green, following the lead shown by the European Commission. There hostile
governments in coalition with environmentalists have thwarted the plan.
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/kwasi-kwarteng-natural-gas-green-classificationb2078845.html
The Government has just announced the winners of £60 million competition to support innovative
hydrogen project. 28 projects in all 4 nations of the UK to receive share of funding – powering
forward an industry expected to create around 12,000 jobs
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/winners-of-60-million-government-competition-to-develophydrogen-as-the-superfuel-of-the-future-unveiled?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuknotifications-topic&utm_source=fe4faf7c-6c59-441a-89f3-48b5dddfb383&utm_content=weekly

7

Commercial, Regulatory and Statutory:

7a.

Nuclear Decommissioning Authority: The cost of decommissioning the 7 AGRs has nearly
doubled to £23.5bn and is likely to rise further, according to the House of Commons Public
Accounts Committee. The soaring costs are being loaded on to the taxpayer. Failures in the
government’s investment strategy for the fund, which was set up to pay for the decommissioning,
have led to the taxpayer topping it up by an additional £10.7bn in just two years.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/may/20/uk-nuclear-power-stationsdecommissioning-cost
EDF has now started de-fuelling Hunterston B about 2 and a half months later than expected –
just the sort of delay which increases pressure on the Nuclear Liabilities Fund.
Sellafield’s Magnox Reprocessing Plant will finally close in July 2022 ten years later than
originally planned to help the UK meet its international obligations and end the radioactive
pollution of the north-east Atlantic.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/operations-to-end-at-sellafields-magnox-reprocessing-plant
Activists from Norwegian environmentalist group Neptune Network, gathered at Sellafield to protest
the reception of more radioactive waste. “Since 2001, Neptune Network has carried out a number
of actions against the facility. The plant has a lack of maintenance, little transparency, and has had
several accidents and near misses. An accident with radioactive release into the air could have
serious consequences for Norway.” the group said in a statement.
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Above: Neptune protestors at Sellafield. Credit: The Mail.
https://www.nwemail.co.uk/news/20131084.norwegian-protestors-block-entrancesellafield/?ref%3Drss
The decision has been made to delay the transfer of the Vulcan nuclear submarine reactor site to
the NDA and start the clean-up until 202. Twenty new jobs have been created by site contractor
Rolls-Royce since the start of the year and others are in the pipeline. It follows the extension of the
firm's contract to run the plant, which had been scheduled to end next March.
Work to start on the decontamination and dismantling of the long-time nuclear submarine support
base has been put back until early 2026. That is to allow extra time to remove the stockpile of
radioactive fuel used in Vulcan's reactor.
https://www.johnogroat-journal.co.uk/news/jobs-boost-at-vulcan-as-rolls-royce-continues
to-run-plant-a-275485/
9.

Renewable technologies and climate emergency:
Renewables set to become new baseload supply. Solar and wind power are on track to
become the new baseload electricity supply for global energy markets as early as 2030, and to
relegate thermal generation from coal and gas to the role of back-up, a major new report has
found. In its 2022 Global Energy Perspective, leading global consultancy McKinsey & Company
says renewable energy is on track to account for 50% of the world’s power mix by 2030, and
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around 85% by 2050, thanks to the increasing cost competitiveness of new solar and wind
capacity.

https://reneweconomy.com.au/renewables-to-be-the-new-baseload-by-2030-says-mckinsey/
Britain to have excess electricity supply from renewables. Britain will have excess electricity
supplies for more than half of the year by 2030 as a huge expansion of wind and solar power
transforms the energy system, a new analysis suggests. Energy storage technologies, including
batteries and electrolysers to make hydrogen, will need to be deployed at massive scale to prevent
this surplus electricity going to waste, according to LCP, a consultancy. It says that by 2030, under
plans for a huge expansion of renewable power, oversupply could occur for 53 per cent of the time.
The analysis is based on the government’s new target of 50 gigawatts of offshore wind farms by
2030, up from about 10 gigawatts at present. The strategy aims for Britain to get 95 per cent of its
electricity from low-carbon sources by 2030. LCP estimates this implies an expansion of onshore
wind power capacity to 25 gigawatts and solar to 45 gigawatts this decade, from about 14 gigawatts
of each today. Only one new nuclear plant is assumed to be generating by 2030, meaning total
nuclear capacity will be below today’s levels as other plants close.
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/wind-and-solar-boom-will-bring-energy-surplus-zplgq39rn
Renewables create twice as many jobs as nuclear. Renewable energy has the potential to
create twice as many jobs as nuclear, and three times as many jobs per million pounds invested
compared to gas or coal power, while investment in energy efficiency can create five times as
many. So says a new UK Energy Research Centre study of Green Job Creation, based on a new
review of the literature.
https://renewextraweekly.blogspot.com/2022/05/renewables-energy-saving-create-most.html
The report can be accessed here:
https://d2e1qxpsswcpgz.cloudfront.net/uploads/2022/04/UKERC_Green-job-creation-quality-andskills_A-review-of-the-evidence_Final.pdf
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Move away from coal too slow. The world is moving away from coal power too slowly to meet
pivotal targets on limiting global warming, a report has warned. There are over 2,400 coal -fired
power stations operating in 79 countries and many more projects are planned (including one in
West Cumbria). In total, an additional 176 gigawatts (GW) of coal capacity is under construction
at more than 189 plants and a further 280 GW is planned at 296 plants.
https://www.independent.co.uk/climate-change/news/coal-power-energy-china-cop26b2065951.html
At the end of April, Business Secretary Kwasi Kwarteng wrote to the operators of Britain’s three
remaining coal-fired power plants, EDF, Uniper and Drax, to ask them to explore keeping
turbines running next winter. The turbines were due to close this September. It marks a
significant change of tone towards the heavily polluting fuel source which is due to be phased out
from UK power stations by 2024 in line with the UK’s push to slash carbon emissions.
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2022/04/27/coal-power-set-stay-execution-ministersscramble-keep-lights/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/coal-fired-power-stations-could-keep-the-lights-on-next-winter6wh8pth69
West Cumbrian coal not wanted by steelmakers. Claims that a new coalmine in Cumbria will
help supply British-made steel and replace Russian imports do not “stack up”, a senior industry
figure has warned, as the government prepares to make a final decision over the project.
Supporters of the proposed mine, which would be the UK’s first new coalmine in 30 years, have
suggested that at least a share of the coal produced would be used in domestic steel production.
They also say it could lower reliance on Russian coking coal in the wake of the invasion of Ukraine.
However, influential figures in the steel industry have become increasingly frustrated about the
claims – with the two domestic steel producers understood to be unlikely to be significant
customers for the mine’s coal. Chris McDonald, chief executive of the Materials Processing
Institute, which serves as the UK’s national centre for steel research, said there was no demand
from his industry for the West Cumbria mine.
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2022/may/01/steel-boss-dismisses-claim-that-sectorneeds-new-cumbrian-coalmine
Scotland may be submerged. A climate change study has revealed that multiple areas of
Scotland could be underwater by the end of the decade. The study has been conducted by Climate
Central, an independent organisation of leading scientists and journalists who research climate
change and its impact on the public. The map gives an in-depth look at areas across the country,
showing the specific effects climate change could have.
https://www.thenational.scot/news/20091145.see-areas-scotland-underwater-2030/
Offshore Wind in Scotland. Scotland will receive more than £25 billion of investment from the
next generation of offshore wind farms, according to developers. Crown Estate Scotland has
published details from developers for their estimated economic commitments as part of the
Scotwind leasing round. An average of up to £1.5 billion could be spent across each of the 17
projects. The Scottish government will get almost £700 million through the signing of the
contracts to lease the seabed but claimed a larger benefit would come from supply chain
arrangements. It is thought that some of the wind farms could be in operation towards the end of
this decade.
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/offshore-energy-projects-set-to-deliver-25bn-windfall17 –A349 (NB235) – Developments and NFLA Progress Report – May 2022

Consultation is under way on a community benefit fund linked to a wind farm being developed off
the north coast of Caithness and Sutherland. The operators of the Pentland Floating Offshore
Wind Farm (PFOWF) say the fund will seek to meet the needs of the community while
addressing climate challenges. Energy-efficient refurbishments of halls, better access to green
transport and increased biodiversity within community woodlands are suggested as examples of
projects that would be supported.
https://www.northern-times.co.uk/news/consultation-under-way-on-community-benefit-fundlinked-to-p-274337/
https://www.johnogroat-journal.co.uk/news/pentland-wind-farm-developers-want-benefits-to-befar-reach-275701/
Battery Storage in Lanarkshire. Scotland's largest battery storage facility is expected to begin
operating later this year at a site in North Lanarkshire, after developer Zenobe announced it has
reached financial close on the 50MW project. Situated in Wishaw near Glasgow, construction of
the battery project has already begun, while Zenobe is also working with energy giant Centrica
on a range of routes into the electricity market for the facility as it looks to secure contracts for
various revenue streams from services that would help balance the grid.
https://www.businessgreen.com/news/4048851/scotland-largest-zenobe-reaches-financial-close50mw-battery-storage-project
Solar on Edinburgh Castle. Solar PV has been installed on the roof of the Scottish National
War Memorial at Edinburgh Castle by AES Solar as part of a programme to reduce energy use
on historic properties. This programme is being run by Historic Environment Scotland, which
chose AES to install the all-black 375W SunPower panels on the roof of the building. The
31.5kWp system is surrounded by a high parapet, meaning the panels aren’t visible from the
castle grounds or other vantage points within the city. It marks the second installation at a historic
royal site by AES, the first being solar thermal installed at Balmoral Castle Royal Estate.
https://www.solarpowerportal.co.uk/news/aes_installs_31.5kwp_solar_pv_system_at_edinburgh_
castle
New District Heating Scheme in Garioch. Plans are underway to create a £30 million
community-owned district heating network throughout Inverurie, Kintore and Port Elphinstone.
Garioch District Heat, a not-for-profit organisation, hopes to get 10,000 homes, businesses and
public buildings hooked up to the new system by 2025.
The ambitious project is to be funded through a mixture of government grants and a community
share offer where residents will have the opportunity to own part of the company. The heat for the
project is to be donated from Agile Energy which was granted planning permission to build a £200
million incinerator to be built at Thainstone Business Park on the site of the former Inverurie paper
mill.
The development will be capable of generating up to 35MW of electricity to be exported to the
national grid, and up to 80MW of heat, which would be provided to the district heating network. The
proposed network for Garioch would take residual waste heat from non-recyclable waste already
created within the community.
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/business/4249493/garioch-heat-system30million/?commentCount
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Octopus invests in Lincolnshire wind farm. Octopus Energy Generation has acquired an 8
percent stake in the 270MW 75-turbine Lincs offshore wind farm opened in 2013 and operated by
renewables giant Ørsted.
https://www.businessgreen.com/news/4048907/octopus-energy-makes-investment-uk-offshorewind-farm
And also in Moroccan venture. Octopus Energy has signed an agreement with British developer
Xlinks to develop a 10.5 GW wind-solar project in Morocco and a submarine cable to connect the
facility with Devon and the UK power system. The site will supply 3.6 GW of reliable, clean power
to the UK for an average of 20 hours a day, enough green energy to power about 7 million heat
pumps all year round.
https://www.pv-magazine.com/2022/05/20/uk-investor-supports-10-5-gw-wind-solar-project-inmorocco-with-submarine-cable/
Green Hydrogen in Anglesey. An application to build a green hydrogen production plant and
fuelling / distribution centre at Holyhead on Anglesey has been submitted to the local authority.
The development is by social enterprise Menter Môn, in partnership with Anglesey County Council.
Scottish firm Logan Energy has secured the contract to support the delivery of the hub with
Welsh Government funding and £4.8m in UK Government funding.
Menter Môn is looking to harness solar, tidal and especially offshore wind on and around the
coast of Anglesey to power operations.
https://www.business-live.co.uk/economic-development/plans-submitted-holyhead-hydrogenhub-23778319
Green hydrogen in Scotland. Swedish multinational power company Vattenfall have been
awarded £9.3million in innovation funding by the UK Government for a world-first project at its
wind farm off Aberdeen. The money will be used to develop a hydrogen-producing wind turbine.
Work will start immediately, with the goal of the facility being up and running as early as 2025.
https://www.aberdeenlive.news/news/aberdeen-news/aberdeen-energy-boost-swedish-firm7112103
Blue hydrogen in Scotland. Petrochemicals giant INEOS and gas network operator SGN have
announced the start of a project which will see blue hydrogen supplied by INEOS through a 29km
section of decommissioned gas pipeline between the Grangemouth site and Granton. The trial,
which is funded by the Energy Regulator and gas distribution companies, aims to explore how
existing gas networks can be repurposed to transport hydrogen. However, it is unclear whether
leaking will thwart the plan, with the likely need to upgrade pipelines a major factor in driving up
the potential cost of hydrogen infrastructure.
https://www.businessgreen.com/news/4049122/scottish-hydrogen-network-trial-underway
Tidal in Anglesey. Construction work has begun on the £31 million Morlais project to harness
tidal power. The project, which previously received EU funding, will install turbines at what is
expected to be one of the world’s largest tidal stream energy sites, covering 13 square miles of
the seabed. The project is located on the small island off the west of Anglesey and is designed to
provide renewable energy to more than 180,000 homes once fully operational.
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https://www.express.co.uk/news/science/1601465/energy-crisis-lifeline-welsh-tidal-project-ukworld-leader-green-exports
Businesses going Green. A NatWest survey of 850 SMEs with under 250 employees found that
while just seven per cent have invested in onsite green energy generation to date, a further 10
per cent plan to do so within the next 12 months, suggesting that around one in six SMEs intend
to generate onsite green energy by 2023.
https://www.businessgreen.com/news/4048811/uk-small-businesses-plot-surge-green-energyinstallations
Hello Moto. A new electric vehicle (EV) charging site has been opened by GRIDSERVE, this time
featuring 12 350kW chargers. Located at Moto Thurrock on the eastern side of the M25, the Electric
Super Hub is the latest in GRIDSERVE’s rollout of EV charging infrastructure across the UK, which
includes Electric Forecourts and Electric Hubs. The company said its Electric Hubs have been
designed to feature both CCS and CHAdeMO connectors, accept contactless payment and provide
real-time status updates to a variety of EV charging maps. The chargers are also powered by 100%
net zero carbon energy from GRIDSERVE’s hybrid solar and battery storage farms. The first of
GRIDSERVE’s hybrid solar farms was completed in York in 2019 and was celebrated as the UK’s
first use of single-axis trackers and bifacial panels.
https://www.current-news.co.uk/news/gridserve-touts-speed-of-rollout-with-latest-electric-superhub-opening-at-moto-thurrock
Solar farm at St. Andrews. Ambitious plans by the University of St Andrews to meet net zero
targets, contribute to a just transition from fossil fuels, and take a leading role in driving a successful
local and national economy were given the seal of approval this week when its new solar farm was
unveiled by Cabinet Secretary for Finance and the Economy, Kate Forbes MSP, on a visit to its
Eden Campus.
https://www.fifetoday.co.uk/business/solar-farm-powers-st-andrews-university-towards-net-zero3702085
Solar system for Bassetlaw Council. Custom Solar has installed a solar system at Bassetlaw
Council’s Carlton Forest Depot in Worksop. This can produce 53,844kWh of renewable energy
and reduce CO2 emissions by 14.5 tonnes each year. This equates to having 146 solar panels
installed. The site will also receive 5 electric vehicle charging points.
https://www.bassetlaw.gov.uk/media-centre/news/news-archive/march-2022/bassetlaw-councilutilises-solar-energy/
EDF starts Spalding solar project. In a first for nuclear operator EDF Energy, the company has
started construction of a 49.9MW solar farm near Spalding in Lincolnshire, which is forecast to
generate electricity for more than 9,800 homes.
Asset management company Anesco has announced it has started construction for the 49.9 MW
Sutton Bridge Solar Farm, EDF Renewables’ first major solar project in the UK,
https://www.energylivenews.com/2022/05/02/construction-starts-for-edfs-first-major-solar-projectin-the-uk/
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Electric Vehicle battery ranges treble. The average battery-powered car can now travel almost
260 miles on a single charge after an "electric decade" in which ranges have trebled and the
number of available vehicles has surged almost 15-fold. An electric car in the UK has an average
battery range of 257 miles compared with 74 miles in 2011, according to industry trade body the
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Britain’s first mass-market electric car was
the Nissan Leaf, produced at the firm’s plant in Sunderland, which debuted in 2011 with a range of
73 miles. Today, Nissan’s equivalent model can travel for 226 miles on a single charge, while the
Mercedes EQS 450+ has a range of as much as 450 miles.
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2022/04/26/electric-car-ranges-have-trebled-past-decade/
Highview to freeze air to store energy. Highview has patented technology to store excess wind
and solar power. Excess energy is used to freeze air to minus 160 degrees Celsius and compress
it into liquid, which it then stores in large tanks. Then, when the energy is needed, it heats the air
back up. This makes it expand aggressively, under so much pressure that it drives a turbine and
generates electricity.
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/highview-chief-rupert-pearce-on-the-cold-batteries-that-couldsave-the-planet-bhmpg8dqw
Every Little Helps – Part 2. Tesco is rolling out solar panels to power refrigeration units on its
HGV fleet. The supermarket said the switch from traditional diesel engine technology would save
2,000 litres of diesel per year for each vehicle, or more than five tonnes of carbon per annum. The
first 14-metre refrigerated trailer based at Tesco’s Peterborough distribution centre has already hit
the road, with three more to come online at the DC later this year. Each trailer roof is fitted with 12
lightweight solar panels which store electrical energy in long-life lithium batteries to provide power
to the refrigeration unit.
https://www.thegrocer.co.uk/supermarkets/tesco-begins-rollout-of-solar-panels-to-powerrefrigeration-units-on-hgvs/667086.article
Postman Pat goes Green. Guernsey Post will have the new vehicles fitted with solar technology
by TRAILAR, a solar transport company. On average, each company vehicle travels more than
700 miles (1126.5 km) per month moving large amounts of mail. The new initiative could save
about one tonne of carbon dioxide emissions per vehicle each year. The company switched to
electric vans in 2018, meaning the solar technology will be applied to its lorry-type vehicles.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-jersey-61330825
Green Street Lights in Shropshire. Wind turbines activated from passing vehicles will generate
enough electricity to run all the street-lights for a Shropshire town, a UK first. The vertical turbines,
invented by a British company Alpha 311 say they can harness even a moderate breeze generated
by a car driving at 50mph, as well as by natural wind, and catch airflow moving in either direction.
They will be installed on 181 street- lights on the A442 after a deal between Telford and Wrekin
Council and the firm which hopes the turbines could become as common as cat’s eyes on the
roads. The turbines will provide electricity to the grid, and are expected to generate a surplus
beyond the needs of Telford’s 20,000 lights.
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/passing-vehicles-could-help-generate-26874507
Solar farms help wildlife. Solar farms can help reverse Britain’s declining wildlife through animal
habitat enhancements, a new report from Solar Energy UK has detailed. Pointing to research that
shows 60% of British wildlife species monitored have declined since 2019 while 15% are facing
extinction due to factors including habitat loss and pesticides, the report – which offers best practice
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guidance – highlighted how solar farms can help land recover from intensive farming and enable
the natural environment to flourish. For solar farms on previously arable land, giving this land a
break from intensive cultivation can boost biodiversity, soil health and regeneration.
https://www.solarpowerportal.co.uk/news/solar_pv_biodiversity_best_practice_guidelines_publish
ed_by_solar_energy_uk
Green heat for whisky plants. ScottishPower and Storegga, the firm behind the Acorn carbon
capture project, have announced a green hydrogen partnership to “transform” industry in the
Highlands. They have agreed to develop, build and operate a series of green hydrogen production
plants across Scotland, with the first to be focused in the Cromarty Firth region, north of Inverness.
The first plant is expected to be operational in 2024, producing up to 20 tonnes of hydrogen a day,
providing a green fuel for heating processes in whisky distilleries.
With potential to ramp up to 300 megawatts (MW) in a series of modular expansion phases, there
are also potential applications for local manufacturing, food production and industrial heating.
The Cromarty Hydrogen Project follows a feasibility study between ScottishPower and Storegga in
collaboration with distillers Diageo, Glenmorangie and Whyte & Mackay, all of which have
operations in the Cromarty region, to take Scotland’s national drink greener. ScottishPower and
Storegga said similar discussions on green hydrogen are underway with other customers and
industries.
https://www.energyvoice.com/renewables-energy-transition/hydrogen/ukhydrogen/408944/scottishpower-and-storegga-to-transform-the-highlands-with-green-hydrogen/
Traditional Watermills under Threat. New hydropower schemes to help transform and preserve
some of the country’s historic watermills face being wrecked by a huge increase in application fees.
Some watermills have already had turbines installed to generate clean electricity, but campaigners
say there are hundreds more across Britain which could be converted to hydropower to help
conserve the sites and power the nation. The Environment Agency now faces criticism for
discouraging small-scale hydropower schemes which can be installed in watermills after increasing
application costs on 1 April in England from £1,500 to fees ranging from £6,110 to £13,392 – in
some cases, a 790% increase. A decade ago, the application fee for a hydropower scheme was
just £135.
This is an issue that the NFLA wrote to the Environment Minister about.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/apr/30/is-this-the-end-for-the-traditional-britishwatermill
Keep awake – electric plane about. When a one-person plane powered purely by electricity took
to the skies above the village of Little Snoring, it was a remarkable achievement in British
engineering. The maiden voyage of the first all-electric light aircraft designed and built entirely in
the UK could herald the beginning of a new, homegrown, zero-emissions aerospace manufacturing
industry. But its victory lap didn’t last long. The plane was up for just 33 minutes above the airfield
in Norfolk, before it came back down for a recharge.
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/05/04/electric-planes-have-finally-taken-wont-get-far/
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Above: A useful infographic of increases in energy capacity since 2016
https://reneweconomy.com.au/renewables-snapshot-are-we-on-track-to-decarbonise-the-globe/
10.

Mayors for Peace: After a contentious debate, Lancaster City Council has become the latest UK
local authority to join Mayors for Peace.
https://www.lancs.live/news/lancashire-news/lancaster-council-committed-nuclear-jobs-23929014

11.

Forthcoming events with links:
CND Webinar: Nuclear Power: Insecure, Unsafe, Unsustainable
Organised by CND’s trade union advisory group.
6 June, 7 PM (UK time)

https://cnduk.org/events/nuclear-power-insecure-unsafe-unsustainable/
This webinar will look at the impact of nuclear power on the environment, health and security. It
will explore how nuclear energy damages lives, communities and the environment, while also
exploring the links between nuclear power and nuclear weapons.
With guest speakers Dr Ian Fairlie, a leading consultant on radioactivity in the environment. and
CND Vice-President and Scientific Advisor; and Lorraine Rekmans, member of the Serpent
River First Nation and president of the Green Party of Canada. Chaired by Sam Mason, PCS
union.
Richard Outram, NFLA Secretary Email: Richard.outram@manchester.gov.uk
22-5-22
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