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   Date: 2 March 2022 
 Subject: Update on the Ukrainian Nuclear Power Plants 

 
1. Introduction 

 This paper provides an update on the status of Ukraine’s nuclear power plants 
following the Russian military intervention and follows on from NFLA Briefing No 227 
dated 24 Feb 2022: 
 
https://www.nuclearpolicy.info/briefings/nfla-policy-briefing-227-the-potential-
impact-of-the-conflict-in-ukraine-on-nuclear-power-plants-and-potential-nuclear-
escalation/  
 

A media release issued by NFLA, 2 March 2022 

https://www.nuclearpolicy.info/news/under-threat-nfla-endorses-call-for-

international-action-to-safeguard-ukrainian-reactors-in-firing-line/ 

Under Threat: NFLA endorses call for international action to safeguard Ukrainian 

reactors in firing line 

The Nuclear Free Local Authorities have joined with international partners in a call for 

urgent action to prevent further attacks on Ukrainian nuclear reactors.  

Following military intervention in Ukraine by Russian forces, the former Chernobyl 

nuclear reactor site, the scene of the world’s worst nuclear accident, was captured, with 

reports of an ‘exceptional jump’ in radiation levels as a result of contaminated dust being 

disturbed by the passage of military vehicles.  There are also reports that plant staff have 

been forced to remain at their posts for far longer than is safe.  Other media outlets have 

reported a rocket attack on a radioactive waste disposal facility and on a transformer 

supplying power to a nuclear plant.  Latest reports indicate that Russian forces are now 

advancing on the six-reactor complex at Zaporizhzhya in Eastern Ukraine. 

The NFLA has joined with partners in Canada, Japan, the United States and Europe in 

calling upon the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in Vienna to act urgently 

when it meets today in emergency session. 

Commenting NFLA Steering Committee Chair, Cllr David Blackburn, said: “An attack on 

a Ukrainian nuclear facility which could result in a release of radioactive materials is a 

frightening possibility and represents a real threat both to the Ukrainian people and to 

the people of the world.  As we saw with the Chernobyl disaster, radiation does not 

respect borders and it does not discriminate – it has the power to harm anyone 

anywhere.   

NFLA Policy 
Briefing No. 229 

https://www.nuclearpolicy.info/briefings/nfla-policy-briefing-227-the-potential-impact-of-the-conflict-in-ukraine-on-nuclear-power-plants-and-potential-nuclear-escalation/
https://www.nuclearpolicy.info/briefings/nfla-policy-briefing-227-the-potential-impact-of-the-conflict-in-ukraine-on-nuclear-power-plants-and-potential-nuclear-escalation/
https://www.nuclearpolicy.info/briefings/nfla-policy-briefing-227-the-potential-impact-of-the-conflict-in-ukraine-on-nuclear-power-plants-and-potential-nuclear-escalation/
https://www.nuclearpolicy.info/news/under-threat-nfla-endorses-call-for-international-action-to-safeguard-ukrainian-reactors-in-firing-line/
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“We are also concerned that if a nuclear power plant has insufficient properly trained 

personnel attending to it, or if that plant’s supporting infrastructure is destroyed or cut off, 

then the risk of malfunction is greatly increased.  

“That is why we are joining this call to the IAEA to take action now to safeguard these 

facilities.”   

The letter to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) endorsed by the 

NFLA, 1 March 2022: 

March 1, 2022 
  
International Atomic Energy Agency 
Vienna International Centre 
Vienna, Austria 
  
Via online form to Headquarters in Vienna: https://www.iaea.org/contact/official-mail   
Via email to: iaeany@un.org; iaeage@unog.ch.  
  
Re: Open Letter from Civil Society Organizations Regarding the Situation in Ukraine 
  
Dear International Atomic Energy Agency, 
 
We, the undersigned, represent civil society organizations across the world. 
 
We are deeply concerned about the safety of the people of Ukraine under the current 
military aggression, which has put the lives of civilians at great risk, threatening a 
humanitarian disaster on an enormous scale. 
 
Specifically, we are very concerned about the ongoing situation at the Chernobyl nuclear 
power plant and at Ukraine’s 15 commercial reactors. We understand that Russian forces 
have taken control of the Chernobyl nuclear site and are also approaching – or may even 
be occupying - the six reactor Zaporizhzhya nuclear power plant in eastern Ukraine. 
 
We currently have little information regarding the radiation safety of these and the three 
other nuclear power plant sites. 
 
According to SaveEcoBot and MEDO, online radiation monitoring sites of Ukraine, the 
radiation data provided by the State Specialized Enterprise Chernobyl nuclear power plant 
has not been fully updated since the morning of February 25, 2022.  The data from the 
Chernobyl site recorded an exceptional jump in the radiation counts of 65500 nSv/h at 
21:50 on February 24.  Another concerning increase of 93000 nSv/h was recorded at 10:40 
on February 25. 
 
On February 28, 2022, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) issued a statement 
that: 
 
‘Last week, Ukraine informed the IAEA that Russian forces had taken control of the 
facilities of the State Specialized Enterprise Chornobyl NPP, located within the Exclusion 
Zone set up after the 1986 accident. The regulator said today that the shift supervisor at 
the site had not been replaced since 24 February but that he continued to perform his 
duties. SNRIU (State Nuclear Regulatory Inspectorate of Ukraine) also provided radiation 
readings from the site which the IAEA assessed as low and in line with near background 
levels.’ 
 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iaea.org%2Fcontact%2Fofficial-mail&data=04%7C01%7CRichard.Outram%40manchester.gov.uk%7Cc56c94d56fea4e9c5b9508d9fc5d1e50%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C637818299206051714%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=H3xRb7JwgPYdc3uzrBONfwKPYU6OEQkbIeDyo2Wajqg%3D&reserved=0
mailto:iaeany@un.org
mailto:iaeage@unog.ch
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.saveecobot.com%2Fen%2Fradiation-maps%238%2F51.416%2F29.482%2Fgamma%2Fcomp%2Bcams%2Bfire&data=04%7C01%7CRichard.Outram%40manchester.gov.uk%7Cc56c94d56fea4e9c5b9508d9fc5d1e50%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C637818299206051714%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=35Ky%2Foq%2BuLeEFo8gaXPP2iHn8Tu5bXFWqbjzghCI9tE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.srp.ecocentre.kiev.ua%2FMEDO-PS%2Findex.php%3Fonline%3D1&data=04%7C01%7CRichard.Outram%40manchester.gov.uk%7Cc56c94d56fea4e9c5b9508d9fc5d1e50%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C637818299206051714%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ZR%2FlERUKEUwbdDSINJ5bp4a01qdavzjFVDDFxlRO%2FeM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iaea.org%2Fnewscenter%2Fpressreleases%2Fupdate-4-iaea-director-general-statement-on-situation-in-ukraine&data=04%7C01%7CRichard.Outram%40manchester.gov.uk%7Cc56c94d56fea4e9c5b9508d9fc5d1e50%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C637818299206051714%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YLVcKdXMwbt%2FTkhfnXAIyu%2BhNMsebDhYE7x1pbxW%2F5w%3D&reserved=0
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The IAEA statement does not provide an explanation for the exceptional jump in the 
radiation counts that were recorded on February 24 and February 25.  
 
On February 27, 2022, the IAEA published an update that: 
 
Ukraine informed the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) today that missiles hit the 
site of a radioactive waste disposal facility in Kyiv overnight, but there were no reports of 
damage to the building or any indications of a radioactive release.  
 
The IAEA also highlighted that a similar incident also took place in another city: 
 
An electrical transformer at a similar disposal facility near the north-eastern city of Kharkiv 
had been damaged, also without any reports of a radioactive release. Such 
facilities typically hold disused radioactive sources and other low-level waste from hospitals 
and industry. 
 
Beyond Nuclear recently published the following concerns related to nuclear facilities in 
Ukraine:  
(1)   The 15 operating reactors in Ukraine — located at Rivne (4), Khmelnitsky (2), South 
Ukraine (3) and Zaporizhzhia (6) — are all vulnerable to catastrophic meltdown, even if 
they are not directly attacked or accidentally hit.    
(2)   Of even greater concern are the fuel pools containing irradiated fuel rods, which are 
unprotected by the containment building. Fuel pools contain far more radioactivity than the 
reactor itself and a fire would release even greater amounts of radiation.  
(3)   A war zone could also create a dangerous environment for the nuclear workforce and 
their families, tempting some to evacuate. But a nuclear power plant, even under daily, 
routine operations, is not walkaway safe and cannot be abandoned. 
 
Damaged nuclear power plants or radioactive storage sites could result in devastating 
radioactive impacts in the region. 
 
Therefore, we, the undersigned, call on the IAEA to: 
 
1. Determine who is currently responsible for the operation and the radiation safety of 

the Chernobyl site and investigate their degree of technical capability to deal with nuclear 

emergencies;  

2. Conduct assessments to identify the necessity to send additional nuclear technicians 

to maintain the safety of the Chernobyl site; 

3. Investigate and establish the status of Ukraine’s 15 reactor sites, to ensure their 

continued operation under qualified personnel; 

4. Ensure transparency and protect the right to information of local people by promptly 

publishing all relevant data and information, in the local language and English, regarding 

the radiation safety of all nuclear facilities and nuclear power plants in Ukraine; and,  

5. Request member states of the IAEA, in particular those of all parties to the conflict, to 

refrain from any military or other action that could threaten the nuclear safety and security 

of nuclear facilities in the conflict zone. 

 
Sincerely, 
  
Endorsed by  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iaea.org%2Fnewscenter%2Fpressreleases%2Fupdate-3-iaea-director-general-statement-on-situation-in-ukraine&data=04%7C01%7CRichard.Outram%40manchester.gov.uk%7Cc56c94d56fea4e9c5b9508d9fc5d1e50%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C637818299206051714%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=CXlxBSQTZH1OWQwhc8Q4GAzWvKDLZB0QYDJG2aCK19s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iaea.org%2Fnewscenter%2Fpressreleases%2Fupdate-3-iaea-director-general-statement-on-situation-in-ukraine&data=04%7C01%7CRichard.Outram%40manchester.gov.uk%7Cc56c94d56fea4e9c5b9508d9fc5d1e50%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C637818299206051714%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=CXlxBSQTZH1OWQwhc8Q4GAzWvKDLZB0QYDJG2aCK19s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbeyondnuclearinternational.org%2F2022%2F02%2F25%2Fukraines-reactors-at-risk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CRichard.Outram%40manchester.gov.uk%7Cc56c94d56fea4e9c5b9508d9fc5d1e50%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C637818299206051714%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=oHmjt0maMiTSmVIV7CjEFciZ2y9DbGWow8oQvTRX17c%3D&reserved=0
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Beyond Nuclear 
Canadian Coalition for Nuclear Responsibility 
Citizens’ Nuclear Information Center, Japan 
DiaNuke.org 
Manhattan Project for a Nuclear-Free World 
Nuclear Free Local Authorities 
Ontario Clean Air Alliance 
Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility 
Veterans For Peace Golden Rule Project 
Veterans For Peace Linus Pauling Chapter 132 Corvallis-Albany, OR 
World BEYOND War 
 
An article from World Nuclear News, 1 March 2022 
 
https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Ukraine-asks-IAEA-for-30km-safe-
zones-around-nucle 
 
Ukraine asks IAEA for 30km safe zones around nuclear plants 

The head of Ukraine's nuclear power plant operator Energoatom has asked the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to intervene to help keep the area around the 
plants free from military action. 

 
Petro Kotin, CEO of Energoatom, said that he had spoken with the Director General of the 
IAEA on Monday 28 February about the situation in the country, where Russian forces 
have been involved in military action since last Thursday. 

In a statement the company said that columns of military equipment and forces have been 
moving near the nuclear power plants, with "shells exploding near the nuclear power plant - 
this can lead to highly undesirable threats across the planet". 

"In this regard, we call on the IAEA to intervene to prevent occupying forces in the 30 
kilometre zone around our nuclear power plants," said Kotin, who also called on the 
Chernobyl zone and control of the nuclear facilities there to be returned to the Ukrainian 
side. 

Ukraine has 15 units across four nuclear power plants. The plants were all reported to be 
working normally, according to updates posted on their websites on Tuesday 1 March. 

That was the same position the State Nuclear Regulatory Inspectorate of Ukraine (SNRIU) 
had reported to the IAEA according to a statement posted by the international organisation 
on Monday 28 February at about 19:15 Ukraine time (17:15 GMT). 

In that update, the IAEA said that it had been told that Russian forces were 
"operational  near the site but had not entered" Zaporozhe (also known as Zaporizhzhia) 
nuclear power plant in eastern Ukraine at that time. 

The Russian Ministry of Defence’s spokesman Major General Igor Konashenkov was 
quoted by Russian media as saying, on the morning of 28 February, that Russian forces 
"have complete control and are protecting the territory" around the Zaporozhe plant, with its 
staff "working to maintain the facility and control the nuclear environment". 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdianuke.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CRichard.Outram%40manchester.gov.uk%7Cc56c94d56fea4e9c5b9508d9fc5d1e50%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C637818299206051714%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Vd6679OFjNXEHxK5Qtw%2F4kHekh9Ofu3KAd8wIbu7AE0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Ukraine-asks-IAEA-for-30km-safe-zones-around-nucle
https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Ukraine-asks-IAEA-for-30km-safe-zones-around-nucle
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IAEA Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi said: "I continue to follow developments in 
Ukraine very closely and with grave concern, especially the conflict’s potential impact on 
the safety and security of the country’s nuclear facilities. It is extremely important that the 
nuclear power plants are not put at risk in any way." 

He added: "An accident involving the nuclear facilities in Ukraine could have severe 
consequences for public health and the environment." 

The IAEA statement also said that Ukraine had informed them last week that "Russian 
forces had taken control of the facilities of the State Specialized Enterprise Chernobyl NPP, 
located within the Exclusion Zone set up after the 1986 accident. The regulator said today 
that the shift supervisor at the site had not been replaced since 24 February but that he 
continued to perform his duties.  

"SNRIU also provided radiation readings from the site which the IAEA assessed as low and 
in line with near background levels." 

The IAEA director general said that staff at all nuclear facilities must be able to work and 
rest, calling on "those in effective control of such sites not to take any actions that could 
compromise their safety or put them under undue pressure". 

An update from the International Atomic Energy Agency, 2 March 2022 

https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/update-6-iaea-director-general-
statement-on-situation-in-ukraine 

Russia has informed the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) that its military forces 
have taken control of the territory around Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant 
(NPP), Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi said today. 

In an official letter to the Director General dated 1 March, the Permanent Mission of the 
Russian Federation to the International Organizations in Vienna also said personnel at the 
plant continued their “work on providing nuclear safety and monitoring radiation in normal 
mode of operation. The radiation levels remain normal.” 

Earlier on 1 March, Ukraine informed the IAEA that all its nuclear power plants remained 
under the control of the national operator. In an update this morning, the State Nuclear 
Regulatory Inspectorate of Ukraine (SNRIU) said it maintained communications with the 
country’s nuclear facilities and that the NPPs continued to operate normally. 

The Zaporizhzhia plant is the largest of Ukraine’s NPP sites with six out of the country’s 15 
nuclear energy reactors. 

In a letter addressed to the Director General and received on 1 March, the Acting Chief 
State Inspector of SNRIU has requested for IAEA to provide immediate assistance in 
coordinating activities in relation to the safety of the Chornobyl NPP and other nuclear 
facilities. The Director General will be holding consultations and maintain contacts in order 
to address this request. 

The Director General has repeatedly stressed that any military or other action that could 
threaten the safety or security of Ukraine’s nuclear power plants must be avoided. He also 

https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/update-6-iaea-director-general-statement-on-situation-in-ukraine
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/update-6-iaea-director-general-statement-on-situation-in-ukraine


  
 

6 

 

said that operating staff must be able to fulfil their safety and security duties and have the 
capacity to make decisions free of undue pressure. 

The IAEA continues to closely monitor developments in Ukraine, with a special focus on 
the safety and security of its nuclear power reactors. The IAEA remains in constant contact 
with its counterpart and will continue to provide regular updates on the situation in Ukraine. 

An update from the International Atomic Energy Agency, 1 March 2022 

https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/update-5-iaea-director-general-
statement-on-situation-in-ukraine 

Ukraine informed the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) today that all of the 
country’s nuclear power plants remained under the control of the national operator and 
there were no new reports of potential threats to the sites, Director General Rafael Mariano 
Grossi said, reiterating his continued grave concern about the conflict and its potential 
consequences. 

In its latest regular update to the IAEA, the State Nuclear Regulatory Inspectorate of 
Ukraine (SNRIU) said it was communicating regularly with the plants and they were 
continuing to operate safely and securely. Their physical protection systems were in 
regular mode and the radiation levels at the sites were also normal, it added. 

Earlier this week, Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry informed the IAEA that Russian military forces 
were advancing close to the largest of the sites – the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant 
(NPP) in eastern Ukraine. As the Agency reported on 28 February, additional information 
received on that day from the operator confirmed that the Russian forces were near the site 
but had not entered it. 

Director General Grossi has repeatedly stressed that any military or other action that could 
threaten the safety or security of Ukraine’s nuclear power plants – 15 reactors at four sites 
– must be avoided. 

“I remain gravely concerned about the situation in Ukraine, especially regarding the safety 
and security of its nuclear power plants,” he said. “I renew my strong appeal to avoid any 
potential danger or threat to these facilities as any accident could have very severe 
consequences.” 

“I also want to express my deep admiration and sincere gratitude for the tireless work, 
vigilance and bravery of the personnel operating the nuclear power plants, other nuclear 
facilities, and the staff of the regulator. We can all be very thankful for their determined and 
courageous efforts to ensure continued nuclear safety and security,” he added. 

SNRIU said that all radioactive waste disposal facilities of the State Specialized Enterprise 
Radon were operating as usual, and the radiation monitoring systems did not indicate any 
deviations from normal values. On 27 February, the SNRIU informed the IAEA that missiles 
had hit the site of such a facility in the capital Kyiv, but there was no damage to the building 
and no reports of a radioactive release. 

https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/update-5-iaea-director-general-statement-on-situation-in-ukraine
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/update-5-iaea-director-general-statement-on-situation-in-ukraine
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/update-4-iaea-director-general-statement-on-situation-in-ukraine
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Ukraine last week informed the IAEA that Russian forces had taken control of the facilities 
of the State Specialized Enterprise Chornobyl NPP, located within the Exclusion Zone set 
up after the 1986 accident. The regulator said today that radiation levels around the facility 
were being monitored and did not exceed usual levels. Available plant personnel have not 
changed since last week and they are operating in shifts, it added. 

The IAEA continues to closely monitor developments in Ukraine, with a special focus on 
the safety and security of its nuclear power reactors. The IAEA remains in constant contact 
with its counterpart and will continue to provide regular updates on the situation in Ukraine. 

An update from the International Atomic Energy Agency, 28 Feb. 2022 

https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/update-4-iaea-director-general-
statement-on-situation-in-ukraine 

Ukraine informed the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) today that the country’s 
nuclear power plants were continuing to be operated safely and securely, Director General 
Rafael Mariano Grossi said, adding that he remained gravely concerned about maintaining 
their safety and security during the current conflict. 

Ukraine’s nuclear power programme – 15 reactors at four sites – usually accounts for 
roughly half its electricity production. 

On 27 February, Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry informed the IAEA that Russian military forces 
were advancing close to the largest of the sites – the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant 
(NPP) in eastern Ukraine. Additional information received on 28 February from the operator 
confirmed that the Russian forces were operational near the site but had not entered it at 
the time of reporting. In this context, Director General Grossi stressed that any military or 
other action that could threaten the plant’s safety or security must be avoided. 

The State Nuclear Regulatory Inspectorate of Ukraine (SNRIU) told the IAEA that it was 
continuing to gather information and in this morning’s update to the IAEA, the SNRIU said 
there had been no change in the “physical protection regime” of the Zaporizhzhia NPP and 
that its six units were in safe condition. 

Director General Grossi said: “I continue to follow developments in Ukraine very closely 
and with grave concern, especially the conflict’s potential impact on the safety and security 
of the country’s nuclear facilities. It is extremely important that the nuclear power plants are 
not put at risk in any way.” He added: “An accident involving the nuclear facilities in Ukraine 
could have severe consequences for public health and the environment.”  

Underlining such risks, the SNRIU informed the IAEA on Sunday that missiles had hit the 
site of a radioactive waste disposal facility in the capital Kyiv, but there was no damage to 
the building and no reports of a radioactive release. 

Director General Grossi said it was of critical importance to maintain the capabilities of 
operational teams to ensure safety. In addition, vital supply chains should remain available 
to ensure that necessary services, equipment and components can be delivered to 
Ukraine’s nuclear facilities at all times, for example to carry out any emergency repairs. 

https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/update-4-iaea-director-general-statement-on-situation-in-ukraine
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/update-4-iaea-director-general-statement-on-situation-in-ukraine
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Ukraine last week informed the IAEA that Russian forces had taken control of the facilities 
of the State Specialized Enterprise Chornobyl NPP, located within the Exclusion Zone set 
up after the 1986 accident. The regulator said today that the shift supervisor at the site had 
not been replaced since 24 February but that he continued to perform his duties. SNRIU 
also provided radiation readings from the site which the IAEA assessed as low and in line 
with near background levels. 

Director General Grossi stressed again that staff at all nuclear facilities must be able to 
work and rest. He reiterated his call upon those in effective control of such sites not to take 
any actions that could compromise their safety or put them under undue pressure. 

The IAEA continues to closely monitor developments in Ukraine, with a special focus on 
the safety and security of its nuclear power reactors. The IAEA remains in constant contact 
with its counterpart and will continue to provide regular updates on the situation in Ukraine. 

An update from the International Atomic Energy Agency, 27 Feb. 2022 

https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/update-3-iaea-director-general-
statement-on-situation-in-ukraine 

Ukraine informed the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) today that missiles hit the 
site of a radioactive waste disposal facility in Kyiv overnight but there were no reports of 
damage to the building or any indications of a radioactive release, Director General Rafael 
Mariano Grossi said. 

The State Nuclear Regulatory Inspectorate of Ukraine (SNRIU) told the IAEA that both its 
communications with the facility – the Kyiv branch of the State Specialized Enterprise 
"Radon" – and the radiation monitoring system at the site had been restored during the 
morning. SNRIU said it expects to soon receive the results of on-site radioactive 
monitoring. Staff at the facility were forced to take shelter during the night but could later 
assess the situation. 

The incident came a day after SNRIU said an electrical transformer at a similar disposal 
facility near the north-eastern city of Kharkiv had been damaged, also without any reports 
of a radioactive release. Such facilities  typically hold disused radioactive sources and 
other low-level waste from hospitals and industry. 

“These two incidents highlight the very real risk that facilities with radioactive material will 
suffer damage during the conflict, with potentially severe consequences for human health 
and the environment,” Director General Grossi said. 

“Once again, I urgently and strongly appeal to all parties to refrain from any military or other 
action that could threaten the safety and security of these facilities,” he added. 

While these disposal sites do not contain high-level radioactive waste, the stored and 
disposed radioactive waste can still cause a serious radiological impact event, underlining 
the necessity to protect them, the Director General said. He praised the SNRIU and staff at 
the affected facilities for their vigilance and courage in ensuring continued safety and 
security. 

https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/update-3-iaea-director-general-statement-on-situation-in-ukraine
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/update-3-iaea-director-general-statement-on-situation-in-ukraine
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The IAEA continues to closely monitor developments in Ukraine, with a special focus on 
the safety and security of its nuclear power reactors. The IAEA remains in constant contact 
with its counterpart and provides regular updates on the situation in Ukraine. 

 
 
 
The Zaporozhe nuclear power plant (Image: Energoatom) 
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