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   Chernobyl 35th anniversary remembered 

   

  NFLA Welsh Forum looks at SMRs, Hinkley & local energy    

   

NFLA has supported 

two important events 

that commemorated the 

35th anniversary of the 

Chernobyl disaster. 

 

On April 25th, NFLA 

joined with Beyond 

Nuclear, GM CND and 

Chernobyl Children’s Pr-

oject UK to organise a 

webinar called ‘Living 

with Chernobyl’. This 

included readings by 

actor Maxine Peake from 

the book ‘Voices of Cher-

nobyl’ and a discussion 

with Prof Kate Brown, 

novelist Darragh McKeon 

and CCP-UK Executive 

Director Linda Walker. 

 

On the Chernobyl anniv-

ersary, an online confer-

ence was held by the 

Baden-Württemberg EU 

Office, INRAG and the 

Alliance of Regions for 

the phasing-out of nuc-

lear power in Europe, 

who NFLA works with. 

This looked at the issues 

around aging nuclear 

reactors in Europe. 

 

Speakers included the 

former Chairs of the US 

and German nuclear 

regulators and specialist 

experts. Links to both 

events can be found on 

the NFLA website.    

The NFLA Welsh Forum 

held its spring webinar 

on the 9th April.  

 

The keynote speaker 

was Professor Steve 

Thomas. He outlined 

the prospects for small 

modular nuclear react-

ors in Wales. 

 

The meeting focused a 

lot on the impact of the 

Hinkley Point C site. 

First, Tim Deere-Jones 

outlined a joint sub-

mission to the MMO on 

an EDF application to 

dump dredged mud at a 

site in Somerset.  

 

Max Wallis from the 

‘Geiger Bay’ group 

talked of their work and 

concerns over dredged 

mud being dumped at 

Cardiff Deep Grounds. 

Katy Attwater and Allan 

Jeffrey from Stop 

Hinkley outlined their 

concerns over EDF 

seeking not to create 

acoustic fish deterrents 

at the Hinkley C sites. 

 

NFLA Secretary Sean 

Morris profiled its new 

report on tackling the 

climate emergency in a 

post-pandemic era. See 

the NFLA website for the 

presentations. 
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Forum webinar 
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       NFLA All Ireland looks at renewables & marine hazards  

   

      NFLA publish report on prospects for SMRs in UK & Ireland    

   

     NFLA welcomes Jonathon Porritt report on new nuclear 

   

 

Following on from the 

Welsh Forum, the NFLA 

has published a detailed 

report on the prospects 

for SMRs in the UK.  

 

The report was kindly 

written by Professor 

Steve Thomas, and it 

follows on from a joint 

NCG / NFLA report on 

the same matter in July 

2019. 

Small modular reactors 

have been put forward 

in the UK but also many 

other countries, even by 

some in Ireland.  

 

The report from Steve 

Thomas notes this is 

because they look 

cheaper and more 

realisable than larger 

reactors. However, the 

report notes there 

remain significant tech-

nical & financial barriers 

to allow the technology 

to be deployed. 

 

The report focuses on 

the SMR designs of 

Rolls Royce & NuScale. 

It finds they need large 

financial support to 

move forward. The full 

report can be found on 

the NFLA website. 

The NFLA has welcomed 

a comprehensive report 

by leading environment-

alist Jonathon Porritt 

that focuses on why 

there is no need for new 

nuclear reactors. Porritt 

is a former Chair of 

Friends of the Earth and 

led the Sustainable 

Development Commiss-

ion. 

 

The report outlines 7 

core reasons why new 

nuclear reactors should 

not be built, such as 

cost, waste and prolifer-

ation.  

 

NFLA sees this report as 

useful for a general 

reader. A link to it is on 

the NFLA website. 

 

The NFLA All Ireland 

Sustainable Energy For-

um also held its spring 

webinar in April. 

Grattan Healy, Chair of 

the Irish Windfarms 

Association, gave a 

personal view on the 

issues with developing 

onshore wind across 

Ireland & the financial 

challenges involved. 

Attracta Ui Bhroin from 

the Irish Environmental 

Network noted, that 

whilst wanting to see 

sensitive development 

of renewables on the 

island, real care was 

required in locating 

offshore windfarms. 

The NFLA Secretary 

profiled its new climate 

emergency report. 

Tim Deere-Jones looked 

at the Beaufort’s Dyke 

area of the Irish Sea 

and why it would be 

difficult to build a 

tunnel or bridge there. 

Pete Roche highlighted 

the undersea risks if a 

deep underground rep-

ository is built off the 

Cumbrian coast. All 

presentations are on 

the NFLA website.   

NFLA media 

releases, 

April 2021: 
(On NFLA website) 

• NFLA welcomes 

Bangor City Council 
as first Welsh 

Council to support 

the TPNW 

• NFLA supports 
events for the 35th 

anniversary of the 
Chernobyl disaster 

• NFLA publishes 

report on the 
prospects of SMRs 

• NFLA welcomes 

detailed report by 

Jonathon Porritt on 
new nuclear 

• NFLA welcomes 

transformation of 
Moneypoint coal 

plant to a renew-

able energy hub 

• NFLA supports 
joint submission on 

Hinkley dredging 
Portishead site 

Major elections in 

Scotland, Wales 
and England 

Scotland and Wales 

have major elections 
for both the Scottish 

Parliament and the 

Senedd on May 6th. 

 
In each election, all 

parties appear to see 

the need for dynamic 
climate change polici-

es and creating many 
more ‘green’ jobs. 

There are also a 

number of ‘hustings’ 
on peace and energy 

issues.  

 

There are also lots of 
Council and Mayoral 

elections taking place 

across England.  
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     NFLA supports response to MMO on Hinkley dredging      
   

     Mayors for Peace plan for European and global meetings  

   

 

     Forthcoming dates or meetings of interest to NFLA members 

   

 

Mayors for Peace are 

planning two major 

meetings to focus their 

work over the near 

future. 

The European Chapter 

of Mayors for Peace, 

which was agreed at 

the 2019 Executive 

Conference, has been 

gradually developed by 

officers, on the request 

of Mayors and Council 

Leaders. It will hold its 

first online Board 

meeting - provisionally 

set for the 10th June. 

The meeting will agree 

its statutes, endorse its 

new website and social 

media and agree on an 

operational plan. Its 

headquarters will be in 

Granollers, part of the 

Barcelona region. 

The Mayors for Peace’s 

Executive Conference is 

also being planned by 

its lead authority of 

Hiroshima. It will take 

place in early July. 

The Executive Conference 

will agree an Action Plan 

for the next few years 

and how it will campaign 

for multilateral nuclear 

disarmament at the NPT 

and TPNW Conferences. 

It will also discuss how it 

works to promote safe 

and peaceful cities. NFLA 

welcomes the develop-

ment of both meetings. 

The NFLA has support-

ed a joint submission to 

the Marine Management 

Organisation raising its 

concerns over an EDF 

application to dump 

dredged mud from 

Hinkley to a second site 

in Portishead on the 

Somerset coast. 

 

Developed for it and 

Stop Hinkley by Tim 

Deere-Jones, the joint 

response calls for a 

public inquiry and an 

environmental impact 

assessment. 

 

The response is con-

cerned that EDF have 

failed to collect adeq-

uate data around the 

Portishead site. It also 

asks why EDF did not 

take up the suggestion 

from the Environment 

Agency to dredge mat-

erial at the site of Holm 

Deep, which is not close 

to the coast, unlike the 

Portishead or the Cardiff 

Deep Grounds sites. 

 

The local Councils in the 

area have also called for a 

public inquiry. The NFLA 

response can be found on 

its website.  

NFLA Scotland 

business meeting and 
webinar, 27th May 

(tbc) 
 

NFLA Steering 

Committee web 

meeting, 4th June 

 

Mayors for Peace 

European Chapter 

Board Meeting, 10th 
June (tbc) 

 

Mayors for Peace 

Executive Confer-

ence, 7th or 9th July   

 

Other NFLA meetings 

will be scheduled 

following English local 
elections & Scottish / 

Welsh Parliamentary 

elections 

 

NFLA / joint 

letters to the 

media, April 2021 
(emailed to NFLA 

members) 

• We should 
support our 

nuclear test 

veterans 

• There should be 

a public inquiry 

over the Portis-
head EDF dred-

ging application 

• We do not need 
nuclear power to 

manage climate 

change in 
Ireland 

NFLA plans a 

number of new 
reports coming out 

in May and June 

Following the comple-

tion of the spring 

cycle of NFLA meet-
ings, the Secretariat 

are now developing a 
number of new rep-

orts. 

These include: 

• A report on how 
Councils can tackle 

the climate emerg-
ency in a post-

pandemic era. 

• Nuclear transports 

and their risks and 
challenges. 

• The UK Integrated 

Defence & Security 
Review. 

• Divestment from 

fossil fuels and 
nuclear weapons.  

• Nuclear emergency 

planning concerns. 

• A Mayors for Peace 

update on peace 

education groups. 

These reports will be 
published throughout 

May and June. 


