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On 7 July 2017, the UN adopted the Treaty
on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
Adopted by:
• 122 in favour
• 1 against
• 1 abstention
TPNW opened for
signature by UN SG
on 20 September
2017
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The UN’s 2017
Treaty on the
Prohibition of
Nuclear
Weapons:
What it says
and why it
matters

The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons: What it says
Strong humanitarian disarmament preamble, recognises
• catastrophic humanitarian consequences,
• the importance of the experience of Hibakusha
(Survivors), and their rights
• environmental, health, socioeconomic consequences inc
disproportionate impacts on women and girls and
indigenous peoples
• compatibility with other relevant treaties inc NPT, CTBT,
as well as International Humanitarian Law
• necessity to support and strengthen women in nuclear
disarmament, as equal, full and effective participation is
essential for sustainable peace and security
• vital role of public conscience
• peace and disarmament education
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Article 1
Prohibitions
1.
Each State Party undertakes never
under any circumstances to:
(a) Develop, test, produce,
manufacture, otherwise acquire, possess
or stockpile nuclear weapons or other
nuclear explosive devices;
(b) Transfer to any recipient
whatsoever nuclear weapons or other
nuclear explosive devices or control over
such weapons or explosive devices directly
or indirectly;

Article 1
Prohibitions [continued]
(c)
Receive the transfer of or control over nuclear
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices directly or
indirectly;
(d)
Use or threaten to use nuclear weapons or other
nuclear explosive devices;
(e)
Assist, encourage or induce, in any way, anyone
to engage in any activity prohibited to a State Party under this
Treaty;
(f)
Seek or receive any assistance, in any way, from
anyone to engage in any activity prohibited to a State Party
under this Treaty;
(g)
Allow any stationing, installation or deployment of
any nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices in its
territory or at any place under its jurisdiction or control.
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TPNW – Towards the total
elimination of nuclear weapons
ARTICLES 2-5:
Set out how nuclear armed states like UK and nuclear
dependent allies e.g. NATO and Japan can join the
Treaty:
a)Sign and negotiate a timetable, requirements and
conditions for elimination
or
b) Eliminate and then join (South Africa’s NPT
example)

Other provisions include:
• entry into force (50 ratifications)
• national implementation
• victim assistance and environmental
remediation
• international assistance and cooperation
• UN Secretary-General as Treaty depositary
• states parties meetings and
responsibilities...
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Global Challenges and Tasks
We’ve got the Treaty – now what?
•Encourage all states to sign - find what arguments
work best for each
•Entry into force – first 50 countries to ratify ASAP
•Strategies to persuade nuclear-armed and
nuclear-dependent (umbrella states) governments
to join TPNW – what will it take?
•work with campaigners, parliamentarians (sign
ICAN’s parliamentary pledge for the Treaty),
banks/companies (don’t bank on the bomb etc.)

http://www.icanw.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Parliamentary-Pledge.pdf
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UK RESPONSIBILITIES: Production + deployment risk
nuclear accidents, terrorism,
miscalculations, and war...

NUKES OF HAZARD UK’s nuclear warhead
convoy on public roads
Burghfield, England <->
Coulport, Scotland
www.nukewatch.org.uk

From understanding humanitarian impacts to
banning inhumane weapons
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This Nobel Peace Prize belongs to
all of us!
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