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Fracking for gas has been one of the most controversial new forms of energy being considered for 
development in the UK and Ireland. While such developments are beginning to move forward in 
England, their remains moratoriums on fracking in Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and the 
Republic of Ireland. For NFLA, our concern with fracking remains predominantly with its impact on 
the environment in bringing up to the surface low levels of radiation, and for waste water from the 
fracking process potentially having dangerous low level radioactive and chemical products within it. 
We have a number of other key concerns as well, as recent submissions have noted. (1) 
 
This special NFLA Steering Committee seminar gives the opportunity for two independent 
specialists to inform the committee and others of their concerns on the radiation risks in fracking. 
 
Dr Ian Fairlie is an independent consultant on radioactivity in the environment. He has previously 
worked on the regulation of radiation risks from nuclear power stations. He was also head of the 
Secretariat of the UK Government’s CERRIE Committee on internal radiation risks. Dr Fairlie has 
been a consultant on radiation matters to the NFLA for a number of years and provided a 
considered response on the radiation risks of the fracking process within its recent submission to 
the Scottish Government’s consultation on fracking. 
 
Dr John Busby is an independent consultant who researches on matters in oil, gas, coal and 
nuclear power. He has formerly worked for ICI and was a Director of the Centre for Industrial 
Innovation at the University of Strathclyde. He currently advises a number of anti-nuclear groups 
on civil engineering issues with new nuclear power stations and environmental contamination 
matters. He is particularly concerned with where waste-water from the fracking process will be 
dumped, and what materials could be in such water.  
 
All are welcome to attend this free seminar. You must register for this seminar and provide an 
email address in order to get a pass for access to the Town Hall Committee Room (see below). 

 

  

Dr Ian Fairlie 
Independent consultant on radiation in the 

environment 
“What are the radiation dangers from the 

fracking process?” 

Dr John Busby 
Independent consultant on nuclear, coal, 

gas and oil matters 
“What are the environmental and safety 

issues with fracking waste water? 
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The seminar is a free event open to councillors, council officers, interested NGOs and all 
those interested in the radioactive waste debate.  
 
If you are planning to attend, could you please fill in the appropriate details and post or 
email to the address at the bottom of this form: 

 

Name Authority / Group 
 

Email address 
 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
Manchester Town Hall Extension is in the city centre and is a short 10 - 15 minute walk from both 
Piccadilly and Victoria Train Stations. The ‘St Peter’s Square’ Metrolink tram stop is directly 
opposite the Town Hall Extension with regular connections between the two train stations and 
across Greater Manchester. If you type into ‘Google maps’ the postcode ‘M2 5DB’ a map can be 
printed off. Alternatively a map is available from the Manchester City Council website – 
http://www.manchester.gov.uk/townhall. 
 
There are a number of pay and display car park spaces and multi-storey car parks close to the 
Town Hall complex. The Town Hall Extension is a secure location and you can only get access to 
the room by getting a temporary day pass from the Customer Service Centre on the St Peter’s 
Square entrance. You must therefore formally register and provide your email address in order to 
get an invite to be able to get a day pass from the Customer Service Centre.  
 
To look for overnight accommodation go to the ‘Visit Manchester’ website – 
http://www.visitmanchester.com/stay  
 
Please return this form to: 
Sean Morris, NFLA Secretary, c/o Policy, Partnerships and Research, Level 5,  Town Hall Extension, 
Manchester, M60 2LA Telephone: 0161 234 3244  Email: s.morris4@manchester.gov.uk 
 
(1) Further information on the NFLA’s views on fracking can be found at: 

http://www.nuclearpolicy.info/wp/wp-
content/uploads/2017/06/A274_NB161_Scottish_fracking_response.pdf  

 

NFLA thanks Manchester City Council for kindly agreeing to host this seminar. 

 


