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   UN NPT – the way forward?                                                          

   

  NFLA meets CNFE as Brexit & energy remain election issues  

   

While the UK is in 

general election mode, 

the second major UN 

conference on nuclear 

weapons took place in 

Vienna, this time with 

all UN members in 

attendance. 

 

The Nuclear Non-prolif-

eration (NPT) Treaty is 

the mainstay of dis-

cussion on nuclear 

disarmament, but little 

progress has taken place 

in recent years. 

 

In March, a separate 

process led by non- 

nuclear weapon states 

began to develop a 

‘nuclear weapons ban 

treaty’. So the NPT Prep-

Com in UN buildings in 

Vienna was an opp-

ortunity for both sides of 

the nuclear disarmament 

debate to discuss their 

views. As expected views 

were entrenched and 

polarized. 

 

The Mayors of Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki spoke at 

the NPT on behalf of 

Mayors for Peace. A 

meeting with European 

executive members, inc-

luding Manchester, was 

also held, along with a 

youth event at the NPT 

PrepCom.  

Whilst in Vienna on 

Mayors for Peace 

business, the NFLA 

Secretary also met with 

colleagues from Vienna 

City Council and Global 

2000 / Friends of the 

Earth Austria. 

 

Vienna provides the 

Secretariat for the 

‘Cities for a Nuclear 

Free Europe’ (CNFE) 

network. CNFE includes 

28 large cities from 12 

European countries and 

calls for the medium 

term phase out of 

nuclear power, to be 

replaced by decentral-

ised renewable energy, 

battery storage and 

energy efficiency. 

 

The meeting discussed 

the implications of the 

UK leaving the EU and 

the Euratom Treaty, the 

legal challenge by 

Austria of the Hinkley 

Point new nuclear 

project, lifetime exten-

sions to nuclear reactors 

and the 2017 Climate 

Change International 

Summit. 

 

Energy and nuclear 

weapons issues have 

been a small part of the 

current UK election disc-

ussion. A full review of 

the post-election ‘state 

of play’ will be looked at 

in the June newsletter.    
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Useful website / partner links: 

NFLA: http://www.nuclearpolicy.info 
CNFE: http://www.cnfe.eu  
Mayors for Peace: http://www.mayorsforpeace.org 
2020 Vision: http://www.2020visioncampaign.org  
KIMO: http://www.kimointernational.org 
ICAN-UK: http://www.ican-uk.org  
 

 
Hiroshima delegation at the Mayors for Peace strategy 
meeting, including Mayor Matsui of Hiroshima (2nd left)   
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   ICAN UK networkers event looks at ways to challenge policy 

   

   Post local elections – upcoming NFLA meetings  

   

 NFLA Steering Committee set for June 30th      

   

With major ‘all out’ local 

elections in English 

County Councils, Wales 

and Scotland on May 3rd, 

there has been inevitable 

change to individual 

NFLA members in terms 

of personnel and political 

control. 

 

The Secretariat is in 

contact with all its 

members to ensure a 

seamless continuation 

and determine new 

representatives. 

 

The results also allow 

for an opportunity to 

recruit new members 

and a challenge to 

retain existing ones. A 

new member briefing 

pack is being devised 

and is going out to the 

newly formed Councils. 

NFLA National Forum 

meetings will be set up 

after the holiday period. 

It is aimed to hold a 

NFLA Scotland meeting 

in late August and a 

NFLA Wales meeting in 

early September. A 

NFLA England meeting 

will be held in Hull on 

the 6th October with a 

NFLA All Ireland Forum 

meeting in mid-October.  

The NFLA’s UK and 

Ireland Steering Comm-

ittee will hold its first 

meeting after local 

elections in Manchester 

on June 30th.  

 

The meeting will allow 

for the introduction of 

new members and to 

discuss NFLA policy for 

the rest of 2017. 

 

The Secretariat has 

used this time to 

consider the NFLA 

‘brand’. A paper on this 

will be considered. 

 

All NFLA members are 

encouraged to attend 

this meeting to focus 

policy efforts for the 

future. 

 

The NFLA Secretary 

attended a special 

meeting organised by 

ICAN UK in London 

looking at the ‘state of 

play’ in the national & 

international debate on 

nuclear weapons. 

NFLA is a supporting 

partner of the UK 

branch of the Internat-

ional Campaign to 

Abolish Nuclear Weap-

ons (ICAN-UK). 

The meeting looked at 

the prospects for 

major change in the 

international nuclear 

debate. It also looked 

at the strategic issues 

in the UK in relation to 

the proposed nuclear 

ban treaty.  

The meeting was held 

on the day the draft 

treaty was published, 

and it allowed for the 

opportunity to discuss a 

generally good draft.  

Communications, joint 

statements, Parliament-

ary lobbying and public 

education were also 

discussed. In total 22 

affiliated ICAN groups 

were in attendance.  

NFLA media releases 

May 2017: 
(On NFLA website.) 

 

• Mayors for Peace 

statement on 

Manchester terrorist 

attack 
 

• NFLA publishes 

decentralised energy 
report showing more 

good progress. 

 

CND CONFERENCE – 
“NO TO NUCLEAR: THE 

RENEWABLES ARE 

HERE”, JUNE 17TH 

 

NFLA welcomes a CND-UK 

Conference on June 17th in 

Conway Hall, London 
which brings together 

some of the most 
prominent names in 

energy and nuclear policy. 

 
Speakers include: 

• Chris Baugh, PCS union 

• Professor Andy Blowers 

• Prof Godfrey Boyle 

• Dr Tom Burke 

• Alasdair Cameron, FOE 

• Molly Scott-Cato MEP 

• Kelvin Hopkins MP 

• Dr Carl Clowes 

• Professor David Elliott 

• Dr Paul Dorfman 

• Dr Ian Fairlie 

• Prof Tim Mousseau 

• Anthony Froggatt 

• Doug Parr, Greenpeace 

• Kate Hudson, CND 

• Prof Steve Thomas 

• Dr David Toke 

• Andrew Warren 

 
See the NFLA or CND 

website for registration 

details. NFLA members are 

encouraged to attend it. 
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 Decentralised energy continues to motor ahead   

   

 Fracking – the economic, health and environmental concerns 

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

   

 

The NFLA has also put 

in its submission to the 

Scottish Government 

consultation on the 

economic, health, env-

ironmental, decommis-

sioning and transport 

issues with fracking 

and other forms of 

underground drilling. 

At present there are 

moratoriums on the 

fracking process in 

Scotland, Wales, North-

ern Ireland and the 

Republic of Ireland. In 

England, the govern-

ment has supported 

fracking and a number 

of exploratory schemes 

are in preparation, 

despite vociferous cam-

paigning. 

The NFLA submission 

gives it the opportunity 

to look at the many 

issues around fracking, 

climate change, low 

level radiation and the 

impact on renewables. 

The NFLA concludes 

that fracking could 

have a negative impact 

on renewables. Other 

real key concerns 

exist, especially around 

low level radiation. It 

can be found on the 

NFLA website.  

The NFLA has published 

a detailed new report 

which updates its 

members on the 

national & international 

moves to develop new 

forms of decentralised 

energy. 

 

Over the past few years 

NFLA has shown and 

supported the moves of 

many Councils (of all 

political shades) to take 

up a more pro-active 

energy policy. This 

includes developing ren-

ewable energy schemes 

and energy efficiency 

programmes. 

 

The new report looks at 

the movement to go for 

100% renewables that 

is supported by the likes 

of New York, Paris, Van-

couver and Sydney. 

 

The report highlights 

the work of APSE 

Energy to assist 

Councils to find ways to 

develop low carbon 

energy policy. It also 

gives a raft of new 

examples of Councils 

moving in this direction. 

The report can be found 

on the NFLA website. 

NFLA Steering 

Committee, 

Committee Room 6, 

Manchester Town 
Hall complex, 30th 

June (please note this 

is a changed date) 

National Conference 

– ‘No to Nuclear: 

the renewables are 

here’, Conway Hall, 
London, 17th June 

 

 
 

 
 

All NFLA National 

Forum meetings will 

be scheduled after 

the local and general 
elections. They will 

take place between 

late August and mid 
October. 

SWITZERLAND VOTES 

TO PHASE OUT 

NUCLEAR POWER AND 

QUADRUPLE 

RENEWABLE ENERGY 

In a national referendum, 
voters in Switzerland have 

decided that the country 

should move away from 
nuclear power & embrace 

renewable energy. 

 

The ‘Energy Strategy 2050’ 
proposes subsidizing ren-

ewable energy & phasing 

out nuclear; not building 
any new nuclear plants. 

The aim is to quadruple 
generation from renewable 

energy. NFLA welcomes it. 

 

The Mayor of Nagasaki speaking at the 
Mayors for Peace meeting in Vienna 

MAYORS FOR PEACE 

STATEMENT ON 

MANCHESTER ATTACK 
The UK & Ireland Mayors 

for Peace Chapter, with 
full support from Internat-

ional Executive members, 

sends its sympathy to all 

those affected by the 

tragic terrorist incident in 
Manchester.  

 
As a Vice President of 

Mayors for Peace & NFLA’s 

host Council, this attack 
goes against the values of 

Manchester as a city of 

peace and tolerance. The 

statement can be found 
on the NFLA website.  

 


