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  Nuclear Ban Treaty by July?                                                          

   

  Crisis at Moorside – Engie leave, Westinghouse bankrupt  

   

Over 130 countries took 

part in the first UN 

Conference to consider 

a treaty to ban nuclear 

weapons.  

 

Held at the UN buildings 

in New York, the meet-

ing followed a decision 

by the UN General 

Assembly to set up a 

process separate to the 

current Nuclear Non-

proliferation Treaty to 

find ways to encourage 

nuclear disarmament. 

 

A number of non-nuclear 

weapon states including 

Austria and Ireland led 

the discussions, which 

were chaired by Costa 

Rica. However, all the 

nuclear weapon states, 

most NATO members 

and the likes of Japan 

and Australia boycotted 

the conference, arguing 

the NPT process was 

more preferable. 

 

The conference allowed 

for useful discussion, 

with Mayors for Peace 

and ICAN both speaking 

at it. A second 

conference takes place in 

the summer to agree on 

a treaty. A report on the 

conference & the recent 

UK ‘hibakusha’ tour is on 

the NFLA website. 

A clear crisis is now 

evident at the proposed 

Sellafield Moorside new 

nuclear site, following 

Toshiba putting its US 

nuclear company West-

inghouse under bank-

ruptcy protection; after 

losses totalling billions 

of dollars. 

 

The problems besetting 

Westinghouse arise out 

of huge delays and cost 

over-runs at a number 

of US reactor sites. The 

huge financial loss could 

also threaten the entire 

Toshiba business. 

 

Toshiba’s woes were 

intensified as the 

French company Engie 

decided to pull out of its 

stake from Moorside 

over these cost issues. 

It leaves Toshiba and 

the UK Government 

seeking a new company 

to realise the project, 

with overtures already 

being made to the South 

Korean Kepco nuclear 

utility. 

 

With a number of similar 

cost pressures for EDF at 

Hinkley Point and Hitachi 

at Wylfa, NFLA conclude 

the new nuclear model 

in the UK is failing, just 

at the time renewable 

energy costs are rapidly 

falling. A NFLA media 

release on the matter is 

on its website.    
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Useful website / partner links: 

NFLA: http://www.nuclearpolicy.info 
CNFE: http://www.cnfe.eu  
Mayors for Peace: http://www.mayorsforpeace.org 
2020 Vision: http://www.2020visioncampaign.org  
KIMO: http://www.kimointernational.org 
ICAN-UK: http://www.ican-uk.org  
 

 
Two Hiroshima hibakusha meet with the Scottish First 

Minister Nicola Sturgeon during their recent UK tour  
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   NFLA welcome London pro-renewables conference 

   

   UK election called – what will be its impact on nuclear?  

   

 NFLA Scotland & Steering Committee meets in Manchester    

   

In a surprise move, the 

UK Prime Minister 

Theresa May has called a 

snap general election for 

June 8th.  

 

The reason she said for 

the election is to give her 

a mandate for upcoming 

negotiations with the EU 

on the UK leaving the 

union.  

 

NFLA’s March briefing 

on Brexit and its impact 

on nuclear and wider 

energy policy noted a 

number of major and 

difficult issues would 

have to be overcome in 

the negotiations, such 

as a post-Euratom 

Treaty regime. 

 

The upcoming election 

will give an opportunity 

for further discussion of 

energy policy and 

nuclear weapons policy. 

They are already 

coming under scrutiny 

within the campaign. 

 

Local elections in 

England, Scotland and 

Wales also take place 

on May 3rd. NFLA will 

keep a close eye on the 

results of each election. 

The NFLA Scotland 

Forum and NFLA UK 

and Ireland Steering 

Committee held their 

final meeting before the 

elections in Manchester 

on April 4th. 

 

The meetings allowed 

for a full discussion on 

all elements of policy. A 

number of NFLA reports 

on fracking, stakeholder 

engagement, new nucl-

ear and decentralised 

energy were approved. 

A separate discussion 

was also held about the 

NFLA’s ‘brand’ and 

communications.  

 

Actions from this will be 

made by the NFLA after 

the upcoming elections.  

 

The NFLA welcome the 

announcement by CND 

of a major conference 

in London bringing to 

one place some of the 

major anti-nuclear and 

pro-renewable figures 

in the energy policy 

sector. 

Taking place in the 

Conway Hall, London 

on the 17th June the 

meeting is called ‘No 

need for nuclear: the 

renewables are here’. 

The conference will 

ask why the UK Gover-

nment is obsessed with 

backing nuclear at a 

time when renewable 

energy is safer, 

healthier, more sust-

ainable, quicker and 

cheaper to realise. 

Amongst the speakers 

are Dr Tom Burke, Dr 

Ian Fairlie, Dr Paul 

Dorfman, Molly Scott-

Cato MEP, Kelvin 

Hopkins MP, Chris 

Baugh of the PCS 

union, Professor Andy 

Blowers, Prof Steve 

Thomas and Prof Tim 

Mousseau. A flyer for 

this event can be found 

on the NFLA website. 

NFLA media releases 

April 2017: 

(On NFLA website.) 
 

• NFLA comment on 

Engie departure from 

Moorside – a fatal 

blow for new nuclear 

build in the UK? 

 
• NFLA disappointed 

with £100m loss after 

nuclear decomm-
issioning legal 

challenge 
 

NFLA DISCUSSES 

STAKEHOLDER 

ENGAGEMENT REPORT 

WITH THE NDA 
 

The NFLA Secretary has 

met with the Stakeholder 
Communications Manager 

of the Nuclear Decommis-
ioning Authority (NDA) to 

discuss the NFLA report on 

stakeholder engagement. 
 

The NFLA report analysed 

the effectiveness of NDA 

Site Stakeholder Groups 
(SSGs) and Ministry of 

Defence Local Liaison 

Committees (LLCs), as 
well as wider nuclear 

policy engagement. 

 

The NDA have welcomed 

the NFLA report and will 

respond in detail to it. 

They will also provide an 
early draft of their review 

of SSGs to NFLA for 
comment. NFLA have also 

been invited to the NDA’s 

Stakeholder Conference 
being held in the autumn. 
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 NFLA prepares reports on fracking, Brexit & DE   

   

 Upcoming Mayors for Peace & CNFE meetings in Vienna   

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

   

 

The NFLA Secretary 

will be in Vienna in 

early May attending 

Mayors for Peace and 

CNFE meetings. 

The UN Nuclear Non-

proliferation Treaty 

Review Preparatory 

Conference takes place 

in the first two weeks 

of May. This is an 

important conference 

given the separate 

nuclear ban treaty dis-

cussions noted above. 

As well as lobbying 

delegations and speak-

ing at the Conference, 

Mayors for Peace is 

holding a meeting for 

its European Executive 

members with Hiro-

shima and Nagasaki. A 

Youth Forum within the 

NPT Conference is also 

being organised.  

The NFLA Secretary 

has also arranged to 

meet with the Cities 

for a Nuclear Free 

Europe Secretariat and 

Global 2000 to discuss 

nuclear power issues in 

Europe, Austria’s legal 

challenge on Hinkley 

Point and Brexit.  

A full report will be in 

the May newsletter.   

The NFLA has 

developed a number of 

reports which will be 

issued shortly on a 

number of key issues of 

policy. 

 

A detailed response has 

been developed and 

approved by NFLA 

Scotland responding to 

the Scottish Govern-

ment’s consultation on 

the health, economic, 

environmental & trans-

port issues in fracking. 

The response also 

updates NFLA policy on 

fracking in general. 

 

The NFLA Secretariat is 

also developing further 

research on the wider 

impacts of ‘Brexit’ on 

defence and foreign 

policy. 

NFLA remains highly 

interested in how many 

Councils are developing 

decentralised energy. A 

further update has been 

developed which looks 

at new advice from 

APSE and excellent 

national & international 

examples in this area.  

 

These reports will be 

sent to members soon.  

 

NFLA Steering 

Committee, 

Committee Room 6, 

Manchester Town 
Hall complex, 30th 

June (please note this 

is a changed date) 

National Conference 

– ‘No to Nuclear: 

the renewables are 

here’, Conway Hall, 
London, 17th June 

 

 
 

 
 

All NFLA National 

Forum meetings will 

be scheduled after 

the local and 
general elections. 

They will take place 

in September and 
October. 

NFLA letters to the 
media, April 2017:  

(emailed to members) 
 

• UK and Japanese 

governments should 

not be looking to 
fund Wylfa B with 

public money 
 

• Toshiba’s woes show 

that alternatives to 

new nuclear must be 
pursued 

 

The two hibakushas meet with members 
of the Faslane Peace Camp 

The two Hiroshima hibakusha plant 
gingko tree seeds in Oldham 

The hibakusha with Manchester 
schoolchildren and the Deputy Lord 

Mayor of Manchester 

 

 

The hibakusha and Oldham 
Council officers plant their gingko 

trees from Hiroshima 

 


