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   UK to leave Euratom Treaty                                                          

   

  NFLA calls for answers on the Trident misfire incident  

 

   

The UK Government 

has formally announced 

that it will leave the 

Euratom Treaty at the 

same time as it leaves 

the European Union. 

 

The Government is 

expected to formally 

invoke Article 50 of the 

Lisbon Treaty in early 

March, starting the 2 

year process of leaving 

the EU. Within this, it 

has announced other 

linked treaties which it 

also intends to revoke, 

including the Euratom 

Treaty. 

 

Euratom was set up in 

the 1950s to both 

promote nuclear power 

in Europe but to also 

build cooperation on 

nuclear safety, security 

and regulation. It plays 

an important role for the 

nuclear industry across 

Europe. 

 

In a media release (on 

its website), NFLA com1

ment that now is the 

time for a complete 

review of the Treaty. It 

notes it may have major 

issues for existing and 

new nuclear reactors. A 

fuller NFLA briefing on 

‘Brexit & nuclear policy’ 

is near completion.  

The NFLA, MPs and 

other nuclear disarm1

ament groups have 

demanded greater ope1

nness and transparency 

from the UK Govern1

ment after ‘The Times’ 

reported that a June 

2016 test of a Trident 

missile had failed. 

 

The test, just a few 

weeks before the vote 

in Parliament which 

approved Trident repla1

cement, was held 200 

miles off the coast of 

Florida.  

 

Instead of flying across 

the Atlantic to land 

hundreds of miles off 

the west African coast, 

it was reported that the 

missile went in the 

opposite direction and 

had to be destroyed.  

 

The Defence Minister 

Michael Fallon was 

forced to come to 

Parliament to comment 

on the incident, but 

would not go into any 

detail, despite US 

reports of the misfire. 

 

MPs have called for a full 

inquiry into the incident 

and MPs from all parties 

criticised the Govern1

ment for not admitting 

the incident for over 6 

months. A NFLA media 

release is on its website.  
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The opening of the joint EA / NRW stakeholder event 

on the ABWR GDA in Birmingham 
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   NFLA submits Sizewell response as Toshiba reviews nuclear 

   

   NFLA Forum meetings in Scotland, Wales and Ireland 

   

 NFLA attends EA / NRW meeting on Wylfa reactor design    

 

   

The NFLA Forums in 

Scotland, Wales and All 

Ireland have agreed on 

the dates and content for 

their first meetings of 

2017. 

 

The NFLA Scotland 

Forum will meet in 

Glasgow on the 3rd 

February. This meeting 

will include its AGM and 

a full consideration of 

Scottish energy policy 

following a Scottish 

Government paper on 

the issue. 

 

The NFLA Welsh Forum 

will be meeting in Aber1

ystwth on the 10th 

March. This will link into 

a joint conference being 

held the day after for 

the 6th anniversary of 

Fukushima with Welsh, 

English, Japanese and 

Austrian groups. 

 

The NFLA All Ireland 

Forum will be meeting 

in Newry on the 24th 

March. This will con1

sider Irish energy, new 

nuclear and Mayors for 

Peace matters.  

 

See the NFLA website 

for further details. 

The NFLA Secretary has 

attended and been 

critical of a joint Enviro1

nment Agency/ Natural 

Resources Wales stake1

holder event on how it 

is considering environ1

mental matters with the 

Horizon / Hitachi ABWR 

reactor design planned 

for Wylfa and Oldbury. 

 

NFLA will respond to the 

joint consultation. NFLA 

has also spoken with 

the independent assess1

or of the consultation 

and argued stakeholder 

engagement has been 

inadequate. A full NFLA 

analysis of stakeholder 

engagement will be 

published shortly and 

explain further. 

 

NFLA has submitted a 

detailed response to 

the latest round of 

consultation by EDF 

over its proposed new 

nuclear reactor at 

Sizewell in Suffolk. 

In its response, NFLA 

agree with the local 

Councils that the lack 

of environmental data 

in the consultation is 

of ‘deep concern’. The 

NFLA response argues 

that renewable energy 

& energy storage are 

cheaper and more rel1

iable than new nuclear. 

The response, on the 

NFLA website, notes 

the large amount of 

waste that would be 

produced and remain 

on site for 200 years.  

In a separate develop1

ment, Toshiba have 

announced a major 

review of all its new 

nuclear developments, 

including at Moorside in 

Cumbria, due to serious 

financial problems in its 

US business. NFLA see 

it as another example 

of core financial weak1

nesses with the new 

nuclear project.   

NFLA media releases 

January 2017: 

(On NFLA website.) 
 

• NFLA welcome Irish 

Parliament vote on 
divesting from fossil 

fuels 
 

• NFLA argue Sizewell 

C consultation is 

inadequate 

 

• NFLA comment on 

UK to leave the 

Euratom Treaty 

 

• NFLA calls for 

answers on Trident 
misfire issues 

 

• NFLA National Chairs 

sign joint letter to 

President1elect 

Trump over nuclear 

non1proliferation 

 
• NFLA shocked at 

Burghfield policing 

crisis 
 

• As 2017 begins, 

NFLA notes nuclear 

and fossil fuel 

difficulties as 

renewables hit new 
records 

 

 

One of the nuclear posters at the National 
Peace Museum in Bradford – a national 

CND demonstration is planned for the 1st 
March in London 
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 Mayors for Peace Chapter sets its 2017 strategy   

   

 NFLA seminar hears about the legacy of nuclear power  

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

 
 

   

 

Members of the NFLA 

Steering Committee & 

English Forum joined 

with NGO reps for an 

informative seminar 

looking at the history 

of nuclear power and 

the huge levels of 

radioactive waste it 

has generated. 

The invited speaker 

was Professor Andy 

Blowers, a former mem1

ber of CORWM and 

Chair of the BEIS NGO 

Forum and the BANNG 

Bradwell group. 

In a fascinating talk, 

Prof Blowers outlined 

the history of nuclear 

power and the impacts 

on communities in four 

key areas dealing with 

a heavy waste legacy – 

Hanford (US), Sella1

field (UK), Cap de la 

Hague (France) and 

Gorleben (Germany). 

His book ‘The Legacy 

of Nuclear Power’ is 

available from all good 

bookshops and is an 

excellent way to look 

at the social & ethical 

issues around nuclear 

power. A note will go 

on the NFLA website. 

The first UK and Ireland 

Mayors, Provosts and 

Leaders for Peace 

Chapter of 2017 met in 

Manchester in January 

to discuss its strategy 

for the year. 

 

The meeting agreed 

that Manchester would 

contact leading UK and 

Irish members to 

consider becoming Vice 

Chairs of the Chapter.  

 

Discussion took place 

on ways to develop the 

Chapter and to hold a 

major event later in the 

year. 

 

2017 will be a big year 

for the discussion on 

nuclear weapons with 

two UN conferences 

looking at a nuclear ban 

treaty and a Nuclear 

Non1Proliferation Treaty 

Preparatory Conference 

in Vienna as well. 

 

Mayors for Peace will be 

at all of these meetings. 

It will also hold its 

General and Executive 

Conference in Nagasaki 

in August. It is expected 

Manchester will attend 

this conference. 

NFLA Scotland AGM & 

meeting, Glasgow 

City Chambers, 3rd 

February 
 

NFLA Welsh Forum, 

Council Offices, 
Aberystwyth, 10th 

March 
 

Fukushima and UK 

new build conference, 

National Library of 

Wales, Aberystwyth, 
11th March 

 

NFLA All Ireland 
Forum, Council 

Offices, Newry, 24th 
March 

NFLA SC and NFLA 

Organisation & 

Administration 

Committee, 
Committee Room 8, 

Town Hall, 

Manchester, 7th 
April 

NFLA letters to the 

media, January 2017: 
(emailed to members) 

 
• NFLA submit joint 

letter to President1

elect Trump calling 

on him to play a 
positive role in 

promoting nuclear 

non1proliferation 
 

NFLA welcomes Irish 

Parliament’s vote on 
divesting from fossil 

fuels 

 
The Dail held a historic 

vote to support an 
independent TD’s Bill 

that would call on the 

Irish Government’s sov1
ereign wealth fund 

divest from all fossil fuel 

producing companies. 

 
Subject to Finance 

Committee approval, it 

could be law in months 
and make Ireland the 

first state in the world to 

do this. NFLA welcomes 

this historic vote. 

NFLA Chairs sign joint 

letter to Trump 
 

The 5 National NFLA 

Chairs have signed a 
joint letter 1 with many 

others 1 calling on 
President Trump to be 

positive in nuclear dis1

armament talks. 
 

NFLA has also agreed to 

support the major lobby 

and demonstration of 
Parliament over Trident 

replacement, which will 

be held in London on 
March 1st.  


