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   NFLA prepares key briefings                                                          

   

  NFLA welcomes ICAN’s ‘Don’t Bank on the Bomb’ report  

 

   

The NFLA has ended 

the year developing two 

briefings that will be 

published in early 

January – one looking 

at Brexit and the other 

looking at stakeholder 

liaison groups in the 

nuclear sector. 

 

The decision for the UK 

to leave the European 

Union has been the 

biggest single event of 

2016. Its impact will 

continue to be felt for 

the next few years. 

 

The NFLA Secretariat 

has been monitoring 

what impact the decision 

may have on nuclear 

policy. A number of 

useful perspectives have 

now been published and 

the report will focus on 

these and consider other 

likely future impacts. 

NFLA has also conducted 

a survey of NGOs, 

councillors and council 

officers who attend civil 

nuclear Site Stakeholder 

Groups & defence nucle5

ar Local Liaison Groups. 

Early responses suggest 

real frustration, concerns 

over representation and 

inconsistent approaches. 

Both reports will be fully 

profiled in the January 

NFLA newsletter. 

The NFLA welcomes an 

international study by 

ICAN & Pax Netherlands 

which looks at the links 

between private comp5

anies involved in the 

nuclear weapons sector 

and financial investment 

groups. 

 

The annual ‘Don’t Bank 

on the Bomb’ report 

considers the level of 

financial support provid5

ed by banks, finance 

investment trusts and 

institutions to the 27 

private companies that 

fully assist the ‘P5’ 

nuclear weapon states.   

 

The report praises 18 

financial companies who 

have policies completely 

prohibiting support to 

the 27 nuclear weapon 

producers, including the 

UK’s Co5operative Bank.  

 

A further 36 ‘Runner5up’ 

institutions 5 including 

RBS, Barclays, RBS and 

Standard Chartered 5 

have policies banning 

financing nuclear weap5

on producers, but their 

investment arms do 

provide some finance. 

 

390 financial companies, 

including 33 from the 

UK, sadly provide $498 

million of financial supp5

ort. A full NFLA media 

release is on its website. 
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Useful website / partner links: 

NFLA: http://www.nuclearpolicy.info 
CNFE: http://www.cnfe.eu  
Mayors for Peace: http://www.mayorsforpeace.org 
2020 Vision: http://www.2020visioncampaign.org  
KIMO: http://www.kimointernational.org 
ICAN7UK: http://www.ican7uk.org  
 

 
The Sellafield site 5 two Irish EPA reports considered 

the potential impact of an accident on Ireland as noted 
in the newsletter (photo source Greenpeace) 
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   EPA report 5 €161bn bill for Ireland if nuclear accident 

   

   NFLA submits views on delicensing nuclear reactors   

   

 CNFE members Bergen op Zoom & Vienna meet over Doel   

 

   

The NFLA has submitted 

its views to the UK 

Government on the 

process for delicensing 

nuclear reactors once 

they are fully decomm5

issioned. 

 

The new UK Business, 

Energy & Infrastructure 

Services (BEIS) depart5

ment has issued a 

discussion paper on this 

issue. It follows on from 

an earlier consultation 

by the environmental 

agencies of England, 

Scotland and Wales. 

 

In its response, NFLA 

question the concept of 

‘optimising’ sites. NFLA 

argue regulators rather 

use the concept of the 

Best Practical Environ5

mental Option (BPOE) 

process to ensure good 

community engageme5

nt. NFLA are also 

concerned that nuclear 

sites are not turned into 

dumps to save money. 

Any waste left needs to 

be fully monitorable and 

recoverable. 

 

The full response can 

be found on the NFLA 

website. 

The NFLA works closely 

with the Vienna5led 

Cities for a Nuclear Free 

Europe network (CNFE). 

 

In early December, staff 

from Vienna and the 

Dutch CNFE member 

Bergen op Zoom met to 

discuss concerns over 

the Doel nuclear reactor 

close to the Belgian / 

Dutch / German border.  

 

Ongoing nuclear safety 

and security concerns 

remain and a joint letter 

of concern has now 

been sent to the Euro5

pean Commission. NFLA 

welcomes this work as 

it shows the real benefit 

of the CNFE network. 

In 2015, the NFLA was 

invited by the Irish 

Environment Protect5

ion Agency (EPA) to 

attend its Radiation 

Issues Committee. 

As a result, the NFLA’s 

nominee Dr Paul 

Dorfman has been able 

to put forward its 

views on how the EPA 

monitors the health & 

environmental effects 

of the UK nuclear 

industry, and consider 

the potential economic 

im5pact of a nuclear 

accident on Ireland. 

Through this work, two 

reports have been 

published by the EPA.  

The economic report 

suggests that, in the 

worse case scenario, a 

nuclear accident affect5

ing Ireland could cost 

the country up to €161 

billion.  

NFLA argue the EPA’s 

radiological report uses 

the flawed Probabilistic 

Risk Assessment model. 

More detail can be 

found on three media 

releases which are on 

the NFLA website. 

NFLA media releases 

December 2016: 

(On NFLA website.) 
• NFLA alarmed by 

change of Govern5

ment policy to give 
state aid to nuclear 

• NFLA argues EPA 
report does not 
consider ‘beyond 
design base’ nuclear 
accidents 

• NFLA welcomes 
ICAN’s Don’t Bank 
the Bomb report 

• NFLA submits its 
views on delicensing 
nuclear reactors 

• NFLA encourages NI 
Government to 
consider nuclear 

accident report and 
comments on RHI 

 

UK STATE AID FOR 

NUCLEAR? 

 

NFLA issued a media 
release noting its con5

cern that the UK Gover5
nment was in discussion 
with Hitachi, Toshiba & 

the Japanese Govern5
ment to provide state 
support for the Wylfa & 

Moorside new reactors. 
 
The discussion shows a 
clear move away from 
previous Government 
policy that it would not 
give direct state subsid5
ies to new nuclear build. 
 
NFLA argue the huge 
costs of new nuclear 
means that the taxpayer 
will be landed with a 
hefty bill. Support should 
be given rather to prom5
oting renewables and 

decentralised energy.  
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 NFLA and Mayors for Peace meetings set for January 27th   

   

 NFLA Scotland AGM, HANT meeting & other Forum meetings 

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

 
 

   

 

NFLA Scotland will hold 

a business meeting 

and its Annual General 

Meeting in Glasgow 

City Chambers on the 

3rd February. 

The Scottish Govern5

ment radioactive waste 

management implem5

entation strategy and 

the expected & 

updated Scottish ener5

gy policy will be the 

focus of the business 

meeting. 

The NFLA Secretary has 

accepted an invitation 

to speak to the NGO 

‘Highland Against Nuc5

lear Transport’ at its 

AGM in Inverness on 

the same day. NFLA 

and HANT remain very 

concerned over the 

ongoing transport of 

material from Dounr5

eay to Sellafield (and 

now some materials on 

to the USA) by road, 

rail, sea and air. 

The NFLA Welsh Forum 

and All Ireland Forum 

will be holding their 

spring seminars in 

March in Cardiff and 

Newry respectively. 

 

The date for the first 

NFLA Steering Commit5

tee meeting of 2017 

has been set for 27th 

January in Room 301, 

Manchester Town Hall. 

 

The meeting will be 

shorter than usual to 

allow a special present5

ation by Professor Andy 

Blowers of his analysis 

of radioactive waste 

management policy in 

his book ‘The Legacy of 

Nuclear Power’. Andy 

Blowers is a former 

CORWM member and 

he co5chairs the BEIS 

NGO Nuclear Forum. 

 

In the afternoon of the 

27th January, a meeting 

of the UK and Ireland 

Mayors, Provosts and 

Leaders for Peace Chap5

ter will be held. This 

follows on from the 

joint seminar in London 

in October with the 

Peace Boat. 

 

2017 will be a critical 

year at the UN where 

discussion on a nuclear 

weapon ban treaty 

takes place. Mayors for 

Peace & ICAN will play 

a key NGO role in it. 

NFLA Steering 

Committee meeting, 

Manchester Town 

Hall, 27th January 
 

NFLA English Forum / 

SC joint seminar, 
Manchester Town 

Hall, 27th January  
 
 

UK & Ireland Mayors 

for Peace Chapter, 

Manchester Town 

Hall, 27th January 
 

NFLA Scotland AGM, 

Glasgow City 
Chambers, 3rd 

February 
 

The NFLA All 

Ireland Forum & 

NFLA Welsh Forum 

will be held in 
Newry and Cardiff 

in March 2017 – 

dates will be 
finalised in January 

Environment Agency 

and ONR prepare for 
final stages of GDA 

for ABWR design 

A consultation & special 
event to consider the 

findings of the EA / NRW 
and ONR’s joint Generic 
Design Assessment of 

the Hitachi ABWR design 
takes place in early 
January. NFLA has reg5
istered to attend it.  
 
The event being held in 

Birmingham will look at 
the environmental issues 
around the reactor. The 
public consultation on 
the GDA, which was set 
up in December, will be 
open until early March 
for final GDA comments.   

 

 
 

THE NFLA OFFICE 

WILL CLOSE FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS AT 4.30PM 

ON FRIDAY 16TH 

DECEMBER. 

 

IT WILL REOPEN AT 

9AM ON TUESDAY 3RD 

JANUARY.  
 

THE NFLA 
SECRETARIAT 

WOULD LIKE TO 

WISH ALL NFLA 
MEMBERS AND ALL 

ITS PARTNER 

GROUPS A VERY 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS 

AND A PEACEFUL 

NEW YEAR. 

 

 


