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   Remembering Hiroshima                                                         

   

  Hinkley C – Government review surprises all 

 

   

Around the world, 

events were held to 

commemorate the 71st 

anniversaries of the 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

atomic bomb attacks. 

 

In Hiroshima, tens of 

thousands heard the 

Mayor’s annual Peace 

Declaration, which was 

read out just after the 

exact time of the 1945 

bomb attack. Mayor 

Matsui welcomed the 

recent visit to Hiroshima 

of President Obama and 

the G7 Foreign Ministers 

and urged the fine words 

they said to now become 

direct actions. 

 

At the Nagasaki Peace 

Ceremony, Mayor Taue 

went further and called 

on President Obama and 

nuclear weapon states to 

practically engage in 

existing nuclear weapon 

disarmament talks. 

 

In the UK and Ireland 

there were many events 

held. Civic leaders were 

present at many of these 

from large cities to small 

towns. A full report is 

being compiled. The 

Manchester event and 

the Hiroshima & Nagasa9

ki Peace Declarations are 

on the NFLA website. 

The decision by the UK 

Government to review 

the Hinkley Point C 

new nuclear project 

has created a plethora 

of largely critical 

stories in the media 

and a wide public 

debate on new nuclear 

power, the role of 

foreign investors and 

UK energy policy. 

EDF narrowly approved 

the final investment 

decision for Hinkley 

Point, despite board 

members only having 

two days to read a 900 

page report largely 

written in English. 

The media has looked 

intensively at issues 

like the financial costs, 

complexity and the 

need for Hinkley C. 

Most have been highly 

negative over the deal. 

NFLA also highlighted 

that the UN Espoo 

Committee has been 

critical of the UK’s inte9

rnational consultation 

of the potential wider 

impacts of Hinkley C.  

Major issues over the 

national security impact 

of Chinese involvement 

have been raised due to 

a US espionage case. 

NFLA has published a 

report on the alternat9

ives to Hinkley Point C.  
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Useful website / partner links: 

NFLA: http://www.nuclearpolicy.info 
CNFE: http://www.cnfe.eu  
Mayors for Peace: http://www.mayorsforpeace.org 
2020 Vision: http://www.2020visioncampaign.org  
KIMO: http://www.kimointernational.org 
ICAN7UK: http://www.ican7uk.org  
 

Paper cranes folded by Manchester children at the annual 
Hiroshima Peace Ceremony in Manchester Museum  
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   NFLA Scotland discusses Brexit, Trident & radwaste issues 

   

   NFLA responds to nuclear liabilities consultation  

   

 NFLA and KIMO concerned over Transocean rig grounding  

 

   

The NFLA has submitted 

its views on the level of 

financial caps put on 

nuclear sites & trans9

ports in the event of a 

major accident. 

 

Under the Paris and 

Brussels Convention the 

UK Government has inc9

reased the liability on the 

nuclear industry to fund 

up to £1.2bn in damages 

and compensation in 

the event of an 

accident. NFLA argues 

this figure is too low. 

Estimates of the costs 

of Fukushima could be 

as much as £200 billion. 

 

The consultation defines 

five types of ‘low risk’ 

nuclear sites & trans9

ports and puts caps of 

€70m and €80m in the 

event of an accident 

around them. 

 

NFLA responded that 

the liability caps for 

such sites are far too 

low, that there is a need 

for greater openness 

over the accident risks, 

and that the risk model 

is flawed. The full 

response can be found 

on the NFLA website.   

NFLA and KIMO have 

issued a joint media 

release of concern over 

a recent grounding of 

the oil rig ‘Transocean 

Winner’ off the Isle of 

Lewis. The joint media 

release focuses on the 

19 hours it took for the 

Emergency Towing Ves9

sel (ETV), based in 

Orkney, to get to the 

site.  

 

NFLA & KIMO argue the 

cut of ETV’s from four 

to one puts at risk the 

Scottish marine environ9

ment. The worry  rem9

ains of a similar incident 

with a nuclear ship9

ment. The full media 

release is on the NFLA 

website. 

The NFLA Scotland 

Forum met in Dunferm9

line, Fife for its summer 

business meeting and 

special seminar. 

 

At the seminar the NFLA 

Secretary presented an 

analysis of the many 

currents in the debate 

over the UK leaving the 

EU. It was still unclear 

how these will impact 

on policy, but profound 

change is quite likely. 

   

John Ainslie of CND 

Scotland argued that 

the cost and complexity 

of Trident is likely to 

hinder its future dev9

elopment. 

 

Roy Stewart of Fife 

Council, Pete Roche of 

NFLA Scotland and Phil 

Matthews of NuLeAF 

looked at other nuclear 

issues affecting Scot9

land. 

 

These included the 

remediation of the Dal9

gety Bay site, what will 

be done for highly active 

waste and how Scottish 

& UK policy differs. The 

presentations will go on 

the NFLA website. 

NFLA media releases 

August 2016: 

(On NFLA website.) 
• NFLA highlights 

alternatives to 

Hinkley C 
 

• NFLA agree with 

Unite over the need 

for an independent 

review of NDA 

 

• NFLA & KIMO 

concerned that the 

Transocean rig 

grounding shows 

weakness of ETV 

system  

 

• The cap on nuclear 

liabilities is too low  

 

• NFLA members 

commemorate the 

71st anniversary of 

Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki attacks  
 

• NFLA welcome 

review of Hinkley 
Point C  

 

NFLA CALLS FOR 

INQUIRY INTO NDA 

 
NFLA has called on the 

Government to conduct 

an inquiry into the NDA 

after a legal inquiry was 
sharply critical of the 

contract award 9 to clean 

up 12 Magnox sites 9 to 
Cavendish Fluor. 

 

The ruling said the NDA 

had ‘manipulated’ and 

‘fudged’ the process. As 

a result the company 

who lost the contract, 
Energy Solutions, may 

now be liable for up to 
£200m in damages.  
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 UN to discuss nuclear ban treaty in 2017 / Peace Boat event  

   

 NFLA to publish shortly Irish energy and ‘Brexit’ reports  

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

 
 

   

 

The NFLA is publishing 

shortly on its website 

two reports which are 

looking at the different 

impacts of the ‘Brexit’ 

vote and the wider 

development of energy 

policy. 

A long report considers 

the future develop9

ment of Irish energy 

policy and if a single 

Irish energy market can 

be developed despite 

the vote for the UK to 

leave the EU. The 

report focuses on the 

role of local authorities 

in growing renewables 

and decentralised ener9

gy. It argues more 

urgency is required 

from both governments 

in Ireland on their 

future energy strategy. 

A second report looks 

at the ‘Brexit’ vote and 

its impact on nuclear 

policy.  

It notes considerable 

uncertainty exists in 

the areas of nuclear 

policy, energy policy 

and defence policy. 

The UK Government 

has not yet provided 

much clarity on many 

of these issues. 

The final meeting of the 

UN’s Open9Ended Work9

ing Group on Nuclear 

Disarmament took place 

in late August. Its 

report to the UN’s 

General Assembly agre9

ed to hold a conference 

in 2017 to look at 

establishing a nuclear 

weapons ban treaty.  

 

The report calls for such 

a conference given the 

stalemate with the NPT 

arrangements. A vote 

on the report was called 

by Australia and it was 

passed by 68 votes to 

22, with 13 abstentions. 

None of the nuclear 

weapon states attended 

the meeting. 

 

Meanwhile, the UK & 

Ireland Mayors for 

Peace Chapter is to host 

a special meeting with 

the Peace Boat (inclu9

ding 5 hibakuska sur9

vivors), ICAN, CND and 

other groups to high9

light the humanitarian 

consequences of using 

nuclear weapons. It will 

take place on October 

3rd in Friends House, 

London. A flyer is on 

the NFLA website.  

International Peace 

Day, 21st September – 

events worldwide. 
 

International Day for 

the Elimination of 
Nuclear Weapons, 

26th September – 

special event at 
Oldham Civic Centre. 
 

NFLA Steering 

Committee and 

joint English Forum 

/ SC seminar, 30th 
September, Room 

301, Manchester 

Town Hall. 
 

 
 

Mayors for Peace 

Chapter / Peace 

Boat / ICAN / CND 

joint event, 3rd 
October, Friends 

House, London. 

 
Other NFLA Forum 

meetings will be 
confirmed shortly. 

NFLA letters to 

media, August 2016: 

(Emailed to NFLA 
members.) 

 

• The decentralised 

alternatives to 

Hinkley Point C 
 

• Chinese nuclear 

espionage alleg9

ations shows the 

need for independ9

ent nuclear research 
for government 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictures from the Hiroshima, Nagasaki, 
Manchester and Leeds Peace ceremonies 
commemorating the 71st anniversary of 

the atomic bomb attacks, held on August 
6th and 9th 2016 


