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   The EU result & nuclear policy                                                           

   

  The need for decentralised energy & defence diversification 

   

The EU referendum 

result has dominated 

UK politics for some 

time and the dramatic 

decision by the public to 

vote to leave the EU will 

have a profound effect 

on nuclear, energy and 

defence policy, as well 

as for local govern-

ment. 

 

The NFLA Secretariat 

has developed an initial 

policy briefing, which 

was also issued as a 

media release, which 

outlines major changes 

for good and ill are likely 

to take place. 

 

In the area of new 

nuclear, the initial NFLA 

response suggests the 

result increases the fina-

ncial risks of Hinkley C, 

Wylfa B and Sellafield 

Moorside, which could 

threaten their viability. 

The UK will also need to 

work out if it can remain 

part of the Euratom 

Treaty which governs 

European nuclear policy.   

 

Wider issues over 

climate change targets, 

municipal energy, nuc-

lear research and Trident 

replacement could all be 

affected. See the NFLA 

website for the report. 

 

 

A joint NFLA English 

Forum and Steering 

Committee seminar co-

nsidered the positive 

roles that decentralised 

energy and defence 

diversification policies 

could make in driving a 

new UK industrial 

policy.  

Keynote speakers were 

Alan Simpson, a sus-

tainable economics ad-

visor to the Shadow 

Chancellor John McDo-

nnell and Dr Steve 

Schofield, an expert on 

the benefits of a UK 

Defence Diversification 

Agency. 

Alan Simpson provided 

an exciting vision of 

smart & decentralised 

energy options that 

could bring down 

carbon emissions and 

increase local comm-

unity energy projects. 

Steve Schofield and 

Peter Burt argued that 

defence diversification 

policies could provide 

new high quality jobs. 

The meeting called for 

a Shadow Defence 

Diversification Agency 

to be established. 

The five presentations 

from this illuminating 

seminar can be found 

on the NFLA website.  
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Useful website / partner links: 

NFLA: http://www.nuclearpolicy.info 
CNFE: http://www.cnfe.eu  
Mayors for Peace: http://www.mayorsforpeace.org 
2020 Vision: http://www.2020visioncampaign.org  
KIMO: http://www.kimointernational.org 
ICAN-UK: http://www.ican-uk.org  
 

 
The NFLA Secretary speaking at the NFLA seminar on 

decentralised energy & defence diversification in Manchester 
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   Speakers call for decentralised energy in Wales 

   

   Irish energy futures – the need for a new vision 

   

 NFLA Scotland focus on energy futures and convoys concern 

   

The NFLA All Ireland 

Forum held its spring 

seminar in Swords and 

considered Irish energy 

futures and the impact of 

UK new nuclear. 

 

The NFLA Secretary pro-

filed the Irish govern-

ments (North and South) 

2030 – 50 energy visions 

and called for a greater 

role for local councils. 

NFLA Policy Advisor 

Pete Roche outlined the 

UK new nuclear debate 

and how it impacted on 

Ireland. He also con-

sidered the EU refer-

endum and what impact 

a ‘Brexit’ could have on 

development of a single 

Irish energy market. 

 

Discussion was also 

made of a note by Paul 

Dorfman on the Espoo 

Treaty, the UN and 

Hinkley Point consult-

ation. 

 

A good discussion on 

how to move the Forum 

forward and what issues 

were of real concern to 

councillors also took 

place. Presentations 

from the seminar are on 

the NFLA website.  

The NFLA Scotland 

Forum held a business 

meeting in Glasgow and 

had detailed overviews 

of Scottish energy 

futures, Dalgety Bay 

progress and the safety 

of nuclear weapon 

convoys in Scotland. 

 

Members felt it was 

important for the NFLA 

Secretariat to write to 

the new Scottish gover-

nment on keeping its 

renewable energy pri-

orities moving forward. 

 

News of a major ICAN-

UK summer project on 

raising concerns over 

weapon convoys in 

Scotland & England was 

also welcomed.  

The NFLA Welsh Forum 

held its spring seminar 

in Bridgend considering 

Welsh energy policy and 

the impact of marine 

radioactivity. 

 

The NFLA Secretary and 

Gareth Clubb, Director 

of Friends of the Earth 

Wales, outlined the 

comparative costs and 

issues between Wales 

pursuing new nuclear or 

an ambitious renewable 

energy policy. 

 

The seminar challenged 

the benefits of both 

‘large’ nuclear at Wylfa 

or ‘small’ nuclear at Tra-

wsfyndydd.  

 

Mike Jenkins, lead off-

icer in Bridgend Council 

for developing sustain-

able energy gave a case 

study on heat networks. 

 

Tim Deere-Jones then 

provided an overview of 

the impact of marine 

radioactivity on the 

Welsh coast, and what 

may happen in Fuku-

shima if contaminated 

water is dumped. The 

presentations are on the 

NFLA website.  

NFLA media releases 

June 2016: 
(On NFLA website.) 

 

 NFLA considers 

impact of Brexit vote 
on nuclear policy 

 
 NFLA considers role 

of decentralised 

energy and defence 

diversification as a 
motor of a new UK 

industrial policy  
 

 NFLA Welsh Forum 

advocates 
decentralised energy 

and raises concern 

over discharges into 
the Irish Sea 

 
 NFLA All Ireland 

Forum concerned 

about impact of a 

‘Brexit’ on the Irish 
single energy market 

 
 

 
 

 

 

NFLA SUPPORTS 

‘STOP TRIDENT’ 
LOBBY OF MPS & 

PARLIAMENT ON 13 

JULY  
 

NFLA is one of the 
supporting groups to a 

CND-led national lobby 
of MPs & Parliament set 

for the 13th July. 

 
The lobby will encourage 

activists to contact their 
local MP asking how 

they will vote in an 

upcoming Trident replac-
ement debate. A public 

meeting in Westminster 
will also be held, with a 

number of MPs and high 
profile names planning 
to speak. 
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 NFLA respond to NDA Higher Active Waste strategy   

   

 Hull receives gingko tree seeds / Mayors for Peace news  

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

   

 

Hull City Council has 

become the fifth UK 

Council to receive 

gingko tree seeds from 

Hiroshima. Such seeds 

have a direct link to 

the atomic bombings 

of 1945. 

The seeds are taken 

from a second gener-

ation tree that was 

damaged in the atomic 

attack in Hiroshima. 

Their growth in 1946 

gave local people hope 

that their city could be 

rebuilt, and the tree 

seeds are a powerful 

symbol of hope and 

peace after disaster. 

Hull now joins in a 

project that includes 

Manchester, Edinburgh, 

the Shetland Islands 

and Aberdeen. Hull is 

the UK City of Culture 

in 2017. 

The Mayor of 

Hiroshima has written 

to the Mayor of Rio 

calling for a minutes 

silence for the 

‘hibakuska’ at the 

Olympic Games open-

ing ceremony, which 

takes place on August 

6th 2016.   

The NFLA Secretariat 

has responded in detail 

to the NDA’s newly 

published strategy on 

managing HAW - Higher 

Activity Radioactive Wa-

ste. 

 

Such waste includes 

high level waste, inter-

mediate level waste and 

some low level waste 

that cannot be man-

aged at the LLW 

Repository in Drigg or 

at Dounreay. UK policy 

is for this waste to be 

packaged in preparation 

for storage at a deep 

waste repository. How-

ever, Scottish policy 

would see such waste 

stored in facilities close 

to its origin. 

 

In its submission, NFLA 

argue that NDA is using 

the waste hierarchy to 

justify much more was-

te being transported – a 

‘dilute and disperse’ 

policy over ‘concentrate 

and contain’. NFLA also 

call for use of a ‘precau-

tionary’ approach rather 

than a ‘risk based’ 

policy. The full response 

can be found on the 

NFLA website. 

 

 

Stop Trident lobby of 
the UK Parliament, 

13th July, 

Westminster  
 

Hiroshima & Nagasaki 
commemorative 

events, 6th and 9th 
August - nationwide  

 
 
 

NFLA Scotland Forum, 

Dunfermline City 
Chambers, 19th 

August 
 

International Peace 

Day, 21st September – 
events nationwide 
 

NFLA Steering 

Committee, 30th 
September, 

Manchester Town 
Hall 

 

Mayors for Peace / 
Peace Boat joint 

event, 3rd October, 
London 

NFLA letters to 

media, June 2016: 
(Emailed to NFLA 

members.) 
 

 UK needs more open 

way of promoting 

public information 
for nuclear 

emergencies 
 

 Energy priorities 

needs refocusing 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Mayor of Hull visiting Hiroshima 
gingko tree seeds just planned at Hull 

College Horticultural Centre  

(source Hull College) 

Manchester’s gingko tree seeds from 
Hiroshima growing at Dunham Massey 

National Trust gardens  

 

 

The NFLA Secretary and the NFLA Chair 
at the NFLA SC / English Forum seminar 

on decentralised energy and defence 
diversification, Manchester Mechanics 

Institute 


