
 

 

    NFLA Newsletter 
  News from the Nuclear Free Local Authorities (NFLA) March 2016. Volume 8, Issue 3 

estm  

   Fukushima 5 & Hinkley woes                                                          

   

  ‘Beyond Nuclear’ seminars in Westminster and Manchester 

   

Across the world, major 

events were held to 

commemorate the 5th 

anniversary of the Fuk-

ushima nuclear disaster 

on March 11th.  

 

The NFLA Secretary was 

one of the invited 

speakers at an IPPNW 

Germany Congress in 

Berlin, which brought 

speakers from around 

the world to talk about 

the Fukushima & Chern-

obyl disasters. 

 

Major ‘Beyond Nuclear’ 

events were held in 

Westminster & Manches-

ter. A Legal Conference 

was held in Cambridge 

University. Vienna has 

major plans for a large 

conference in April. 

 

A number of core health, 

safety, waste, environ-

mental & technical issues 

remain in Fukushima. 

 

This comes as ongoing 

problems for EDF Energy 

in finding the resources 

to build a new reactor at 

Hinkley Point grow. It 

may require French 

Government subsidy to 

go forward now. NFLA 

have issued detailed 

media releases on both 

matters in March.   

The main UK events to 

commemorate the 5th 

Fukushima and 30th 

Chernobyl annivers-

aries took place over 

four days in March. 

A seminar was held in 

Westminster to high-

light some of the key 

concerns that have 

arisen from both 

disasters. The keynote 

speaker was Alexander 

Likhotal, President of 

Green Cross, who read 

out an address from 

Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Many of the speakers 

also took part in a 

special NFLA English 

Forum / SC seminar in 

Manchester Town Hall. 

Prof Tim Mousseau and 

Dr Angelika Claussen 

outlined the effects of 

the Chernobyl disaster 

on animal and human 

health across the 

Belarusian and wider 

European environment. 

Dr Ian Fairlie and Yayoi 

Hitomi of the Japanese 

NGO ‘Village Earth’ 

outlined the health and 

humanitarian impacts of 

the Fukushima disaster. 

Reinhard Uhrig of 

Global 2000 looked at 

the potential for renew-

able energy in Europe. 

Presentations will go on 

the NFLA website.    
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 NFLA SC Chair  
Councillor Ernie Galsworthy 
 
NFLA UK & Ireland Secretary  
Sean Morris  
 
NFLA All-Ireland Forum Chairs 
Councillor Michael Carr (North) 
Councillor Mark Dearey (RoI) 
 
NFLA All-Ireland Secretary  
Sinead Trainor 
 
NFLA English Forum Chair 
Councillor David Blackburn  
 
NFLA Scotland Convener 
Councillor Bill Butler 
 
NFLA Scotland Secretary 
Cathy Birrell 
 
NFLA Scotland Policy Advisor 
Pete Roche 
 
NFLA Wales Forum Co-Chairs 
Cllr Ernie Galsworthy and  
Cllr Ed Bridges 
 
 

Useful website / partner links: 

NFLA: http://www.nuclearpolicy.info 
CNFE: http://www.cnfe.eu  
Mayors for Peace: http://www.mayorsforpeace.org 
2020 Vision: http://www.2020visioncampaign.org  
KIMO: http://www.kimointernational.org 
ICAN-UK: http://www.ican-uk.org  
 

 
Cllr Kate Chappell opening the Beyond Nuclear 

Conference in Manchester (source - Linda Walker) 

 

 

mailto:s.morris4@manchester.gov.uk
http://www.nuclearpolicy.info/
http://www.cnfe.eu/
http://www.mayorsforpeace.org/
http://www.2020visioncampaign.org/
http://www.kimointernational.org/
http://www.ican-uk.org/


 

2 NFLA NEWSLETTER 

 
 
 

 

   ‘Beyond Nuclear’ main conference – politics and health 

   

   ‘Beyond Nuclear’ – renewables and a new campaign 

   

 NFLA submits views to Welsh nuclear inquiries 

   

The final session of the 

‘Beyond Nuclear’ confer-

ence looked at alter-

native renewable energy 

solutions. Prof Keith 

Barnham showed how a 

combination of solar, 

wind and biogas can 

provide the basis for a 

long-term, sustainable 

UK energy policy. He 

called on local authorities 

to play a focal role in 

supporting it – NFLA is 

very interested in taking 

these ideas forward. 

Reinhard Uhrig and 

Angelika Claussen gave 

excellent summaries of 

how Austria & Germany 

are developing non-

nuclear, fossil free 

energy solutions over 

the next 30 years.  

 

The issues from the 

conference were taken 

forward in a special 

campaigners day invo-

lving over 30 groups. It 

looked at international 

lessons to develop 

strong ‘nuclear free’ 

networks and discussed 

the way forward. The 

outcomes from this day 

are being considered. 

All presentations will go 

on the NFLA website.  

 

 

The NFLA Secretariat 

has submitted two 

responses challenging 

the need for new 

nuclear build in Wales. 

 

The NFLA Welsh Forum 

has responded to the 

Welsh Select Committee 

inquiry into the future 

of nuclear power in 

Wales. The submission 

argued Wales should 

take a different course 

and embrace a wide 

renewable energy mix. 

NFLA has responded to 

the next round of public 

consultation for Wylfa 

B, noting the unrelia-

bility of the proposed 

ABWR reactor design. 

The responses are on 

the NFLA website. 

The main ‘Beyond 

Nuclear’ conference in 

Manchester heard from 

independent experts 

from around the world 

on the long-term 

impacts of both the 

Fukushima & Chernobyl 

disasters and the real 

alternatives to nuclear 

power and fossil fuels. 

 

Opened by Cllr Kate 

Chappell of Manchester 

City Council, the first 

session considered the 

political debate around 

nuclear power with 

speakers including the 

NFLA Secretary, Linda 

Pentz Gunter of Beyond 

Nuclear and CNFE’s 

David Reinberger on 

Austria’s legal challenge 

to the Hinkley C state 

aid deal. 

The second session 

looked at the detailed 

health & environmental 

impact from the two 

disasters with studies 

from Prof Tim Mousseau, 

Dr Ian Fairlie and Dr 

Keith Baverstock. This 

session provided real 

evidence of ongoing 

serious health issues and 

it called for more 

independent research. 

NFLA media releases 

March 2016: 

(On NFLA website.) 
 

 NFLA announces  

speakers for ‘Beyond 
Nuclear’ events 

 
 NFLA formally 

commemorates the 

fifth Fukushima 

anniversary and the 
ongoing impacts of 

the disaster 
 

 As Fukushima 

anniversary 

approaches, and 
Hinkley C prospects 

weaken, NFLA calls 
for strategy to go 

‘beyond nuclear’ 
 

 

 

 

The NFLA Secretary outlining the key 
themes of the Beyond Nuclear conference 

 

Linda Pentz Gunter from Beyond Nuclear 
USA outlines the global nuclear and wider 

energy debate 

 

David Reinberger explains Austria’s 
Hinkley legal challenge 
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 Mayors for Peace passes 7,000 members   

   

 Upcoming NFLA meetings and reports  

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

   

 

Dates and locations for 

upcoming NFLA Forum 

meetings in May and 

June are currently 

being finalised. 

A meeting in mid May 

of the NFLA All Ireland 

Forum is being 

planned, but remains 

subject to some 

change given the real 

possibility of a second 

general election in the 

Republic of Ireland. 

A NFLA Welsh Forum 

seminar is being dev-

eloped for the end of 

May and will consider 

recent NFLA submission 

responses. A NFLA 

Scotland meeting is 

being planned in 

Dunfermline on the 3rd 

June.  

The Secretariat is also 

finalising a number of 

briefings and reports 

on issues like nuclear 

security, UK nuclear 

weapon policy, the 

impact of new UK 

policy on renewable 

energy and radwaste 

developments. The 

next NFLA SC is in 

Manchester on the 24th 

June. 

The NFLA welcomes 

another milestone from 

the Mayors for Peace 

organisation, which saw 

its 7,000th member join 

in March. 

 

NFLA shares the aim of 

the Mayors for Peace in 

calling for a nuclear 

weapons free world as 

quickly as is possible. 

Mayors for Peace has 

experienced a sevenfold 

increase in membership 

since it initiated its 

‘2020 Vision’ campaign 

in Manchester in 2003. 

 

At its March Steering 

Committee meeting, the 

NFLA agreed that it 

would encourage its 

members to join the UK 

and Ireland Mayors, 

Provosts and Leaders 

for Peace Chapter. The 

cross-party Steering 

Committee also agreed 

that its Secretariat 

should submit a full 

response to the Labour 

Party’s Defence Review. 

This is considering its 

party policy on nuclear 

weapons. This will be 

noted in more detail in 

the April edition of the 

NFLA Newsletter 

NFLA All Ireland 

Forum meeting, 
May 13th / 20th – 

location to be 
confirmed 

 

NFLA Welsh Forum, 
May 27th – location 

to be confirmed 
 

NFLA Scotland Forum, 

Dunfermline Town 
Hall (tbc), June 3rd 

 
NFLA Steering 

Committee, 

Manchester Town 
Hall, June 24th  

NFLA special 

strategy meeting, 
Manchester Town 
Hall, June 24th  

NFLA letters to 

media, March 2016: 
(Emailed to NFLA 

members.) 
 

 Hinkley C is too big, 

too expensive and 

completely unproven 
technology 

 
 It is time to move on 

from Hinkley Point C 

and find better 

energy alternatives 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Panel discussion on low level radiation 

and health at Beyond Nuclear conference 
– left to right: Prof Tim Mousseau, Dr Ian 

Fairlie, Dr Keith Baverstock and panel 
chair Dr Helen Wallace 

 

Panel discussion on renewable energy at 
Beyond Nuclear conference – left to right: 

Dr Reinhard Uhrig, Cllr Rilba Jones, Dr 
Angelika Claussen and Prof Keith 

Barnham 

 

Singer Iris Mavraki and ‘Musicians without 
Borders’ perform to the Beyond Nuclear 

Conference, Mechanics Institute, 
Manchester 


