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   Kan – nuclear is not the answer                                                          

   

  Hinkley Point C – EDF postpones investment decision again 

   

As 2016 is the 5th 

anniversary of the Fuk-

ushima disaster and the 

30th anniversary of the 

Chernobyl disaster, the 

NFLA has joined up with 

the Nuclear Consulting 

Group to produce a high 

profile Westminster se-

minar. It was fully 

supported by Green 

Cross Switzerland. 

 

The seminar was held in 

the UK Parliament. A 

large number of MPs 

from five political parties 

attended, within a wider 

audience of 120 people. 

 

The keynote speaker 

was the former Prime 

Minister of Japan, Naoto 

Kan. As PM at the time 

of Fukushima, he talked 

of how close Japan had 

come to needing to 

evacuate over 50 million 

people. It convinced him 

that the world needs to 

move away from nuclear 

power. 

 

Other speakers included 

Dr Tetsunari Iida on 

sustainable energy, Dr 

Paul Dorfman on the UK 

nuclear debate and Mrs 

Yoshiko Aoki on the 

plight of evacuees. A full 

report of the meeting is 

being developed.   

   

At its January board 

meeting EDF decided 

to postpone its final 

investment decision to 

build new nuclear 

reactors at Hinkley 

Point.  

This is now the ninth 

time over the past 2.5 

years that it has put 

the decision off. It 

came due to serious 

opposition from EDF’s 

trade unions in France 

that the company risks 

financial collapse in 

taking on the £18 bn 

investment. 

Instead, the board did 

agreed to merge with 

the construction com-

pany Areva, who build 

the nuclear reactors. 

Media reports suggest 

EDF / Areva are lobby-

ing the French govern-

ment to assist with 

Hinkley investment in 

time for its budget 

meeting in February. 

There are a number of 

reasons why EDF are 

struggling to make the 

decision – safety and 

cost overruns at its site 

in Flamanville, a legal 

challenge from Austria 

& Luxembourg and the 

financial issues that are 

affecting Areva & EDF. 

A NFLA media release is 

on its website.      
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 NFLA SC Chair  
Councillor Ernie Galsworthy 
 
NFLA UK & Ireland Secretary  
Sean Morris  
 
NFLA All-Ireland Forum Chairs 
Councillor Michael Carr (North) 
Councillor Mark Dearey (RoI) 
 
NFLA All-Ireland Secretary  
Sinead Trainor 
 
NFLA English Forum Chair 
Councillor David Blackburn  
 
NFLA Scotland Convener 
Councillor Bill Butler 
 
NFLA Scotland Secretary 
Cathy Birrell 
 
NFLA Scotland Policy Advisor 
Pete Roche 
 
NFLA Wales Forum Co-Chairs 
Cllr Ernie Galsworthy and  
Cllr Ed Bridges 
 
 

Useful website / partner links: 

NFLA: http://www.nuclearpolicy.info 
CNFE: http://www.cnfe.eu  
Mayors for Peace: http://www.mayorsforpeace.org 
2020 Vision: http://www.2020visioncampaign.org  
KIMO: http://www.kimointernational.org 
ICAN-UK: http://www.ican-uk.org  
 

 The NFLA Chair (centre) with speakers from the 
Westminster seminar – Dr Iida, Mrs. Aoki, former 

Japanese PM Naoto Kan and Dr Dorfman 
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   Irish Government publishes Energy White Paper   

   

   ‘Beyond Nuclear’ Conference being held in mid March 

   

 NFLA SC / Mayors for Peace Chapter first meetings of 2016 

   

A Steering Group of UK 

based groups has now 

developed a series of key 

events commemorating 

the 5th Fukushima and 

the 30th Chernobyl ann- 

iversaries, which will be 

held in mid March. 

 

NFLA have played a 

major part in the 

Steering Group, which 

has attracted some funds 

from charitable trusts. 

 

Events begin on the 17th 

March with a second 

Parliamentary meeting 

looking at each disaster.  

 

A NFLA seminar on the 

18th March in Manches-

ter Town Hall looks at 

health & environmental 

issues and non-nuclear 

futures. 

The main ‘Beyond 

Nuclear’ conference in 

Manchester on the 19th 

March will have inter-

national speakers on 

both disasters and look 

at energy alternatives. 

A ‘Campaigners Day’ 

will also take place on 

the 20th March. A full 

programme is on the 

NFLA website – please 

register for it now.  

The first NFLA Steering 

Committee of 2016 

takes place in Manches-

ter Town Hall on the 5th 

February. It considers 

key nuclear policy 

updates and will discuss 

some of the mid March 

events noted above. 

 

In the afternoon a UK 

and Ireland Mayors, 

Provosts and Leaders 

for Peace Chapter is 

taking place. It will be 

chaired by the Deputy 

Lord Mayor of Man-

chester.  

 

NFLA and Mayors for 

Peace members are 

encouraged to attend 

these meetings. 

The Irish Government 

has published an 

Energy White Paper 

outlining energy policies 

to 2030, and desired 

outcomes by 2050. 

 

The White Paper follows 

on from a Green Paper 

to which the NFLA 

responded. The new 

White Paper focuses on 

developing renewables 

and increasing the 

amount of community 

participation across Ire-

land in energy policy. 

 

The White Paper does 

not provide prescriptive 

actions but the general 

direction of travel. With 

a national election in 

the next few weeks it 

will be up to the next 

Irish Government to 

implement the detail. 

 

Media & NGO response 

was muted due to the 

lack of specific actions 

within the White Paper. 

 

NFLA are putting to-

gether a Policy Briefing 

outlining the key aspects 

of the White Paper and 

will focus on it at its next 

Irish Forum meeting. 

NFLA media releases 

January 2016: 
(On NFLA website.) 

 

 As EDF puts off 

investment decision 
again, NFLA / NCG 

bring key figures to 
Parliament to 

discuss the impacts 
of Fukushima 

 

 Another safety issue 

at defence nuclear 
EP exercise suggests 

the need for a full 
ONR / DSNR review 

of nuclear safety at 

UK sites 
  

 As NAO calls Hinkley 

Point C potentially 
‘undeliverable’, NFLA 

calls for rethink of 
UK energy policy 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

NFLA / NCG / Green Cross Westminster 
seminar – from left to right: Margaret 

Ritchie MP, former Japanese PM Naoto 
Kan, Dr Iida, Mrs Aoki and Dr Dorfman  
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 Concerns raised over North Korean nuclear weapon test     

   

 NFLA representatives attend NDA Stakeholder Dialogue   

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

   

 

The NFLA Secretary 

and Cllr Brian Goodall 

attended the NDA’s 

2015 national stake-

holder event held in 

Manchester. 

Cllr Goodall queried 

with the Chief Execut-

ive of NDA on the 

content of a reply to a 

detailed NFLA letter 

over concerns with 

nuclear material trans-

ports from Dounreay to 

Sellafield.  

The NDA national event 

focused on its overall 

strategy of priorities for 

2016 – 2021. The Chief 

Executive noted that 

NDA has to make £1bn 

in efficiency savings 

from 2016 – 20, but will 

receive a budget of just 

over £3bn a year. The 

budget is keeping with 

recent years. NDA 

noted they are pleased 

with this settlement. 

The event included up-

dates on Sellafield and 

the deep waste repos-

itory process. The NFLA 

response to the Draft 

Strategy is on its 

website.  

NFLA strongly supports 

the criticism made by 

the Mayor of Hiroshima 

and the Mayors for 

Peace Board of the 

most recent nuclear 

weapon test undertaken 

by North Korea. 

 

The North Korean Gov-

ernment publicly stated 

that it had tested a 

hydrogen bomb. If this 

was the case, it would 

allow for a more 

destructive and longer-

distance type of nuclear 

weapon.  

 

External experts have 

questioned whether it is 

such a device or of a 

hybrid type. 

 

The Mayor of Hiroshima 

also issued a new year 

message commenting 

on the lack of optimism 

for cuts to nuclear 

weapon stockpiles. The 

letter encourages a 

redoubling of efforts to 

get disarmament talks 

back up and running. 

Mayors for Peace is 

close to reaching 7,000 

members. Its aim is to 

have 10,000 members 

by 2020. 

NFLA Steering 

Committee, Room 
301, Town Hall, 

Manchester, 5th 
February, 11am – 

1pm. 
 
 

UK & Ireland Mayors, 

Provosts & Leaders 
for Peace Chapter, 

Room 301, Town Hall, 
Manchester,  5th 

February, 1.30pm – 

3pm . 
 

NFLA Scotland 

Forum, Glasgow 
City Chambers,  

12th February. 
 

‘Beyond Nuclear’ 

NFLA UK & Ireland 
seminar, 19th 

March, Manchester 
Town Hall. 

NFLA letters to the 

media, January 2016: 
(Emailed to NFLA 

members.) 
 

 Small nuclear 

reactors have as 

many issues with 
them as their larger 

counterparts 
 

 UK Government’s 

‘back-sliding’ on 

renewables could 
have major impacts 

on a growing 
industry and climate 

change targets 
 

 National Audit Office 

report on concern 

over Hinkley C is a 
wake-up call for UK 

energy policy 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

NFLA’s new website 

now live! 
 

In late January the NFLA 

website received a full 
upgrade and went ‘live’. 

 
The new website looks 

more attractive & user-
friendly. Its homepage 

shows recent media 

releases, newsletters & 
reports. 

 
A categories section 

provides all background 

material produced by 
NFLA. It is a key source 

of information for 
Councils and the wider 

public. Go and explore 
the new look website at: 

www.nuclearpolicy.info.   

 

http://www.nuclearpolicy.info/

