
 

 

    NFLA Newsletter 
  News from the Nuclear Free Local Authorities (NFLA) February 2016. Volume 8, Issue 2 

  

   Hinkley C decision postponed again                                                          

   

  Impressive global line-up for NFLA ‘Beyond Nuclear’ seminar 

   

In mid-February, EDF 

announced it is planning 

to extend the operating 

life of four nuclear 

reactors, but it has 

again postponed a final 

investment decision for 

Hinkley Point C. 

 

EDF said it was close to 

finalising contracts with 

China and on finding 

the investment needed 

for the £18 billion 

project, but it needed 

more time to do this. 

The decision is the 10th 

time EDF has put off its 

final investment decision 

in the past 3 years. 

 

EDF is looking to extend 

the operating life of 

Heysham 1 & Hartlepool 

by five years to 2024 

and Heysham 2 and 

Torness by 7 years until 

2030. This would need 

the approval of the 

nuclear regulators. 

 

In 2014 reactors at 

Heysham and Hartlepool 

were closed for some 

months due to safety 

flaws, and running 

reactors over 40 years 

old is of real concern to 

the NFLA. A media 

release outlining these 

issues is downloadable 

from the NFLA website. 

 

 

 

   

   

Following on from 

January’s high profile 

Westminster NFLA & 

NCG seminar, inter-

nationally renowned 

speakers are in place 

for its March ‘Beyond 

Nuclear’ events. 

A NFLA seminar is part 

of four days of events 

by UK groups to note 

key anniversaries at 

Fukushima & Chern-

obyl. These include a 

Parliamentary seminar, 

a one-day keynote 

conference and a NGO 

campaigners day. 

The NFLA seminar has 

five key speakers – Dr 

Tim Mousseau from 

the University of South 

Carolina, independent 

radiation analyst Dr 

Ian Fairlie, Angelika 

Claussen of IPPNW Ge-

rmany, Reinhard Uhrig 

from Global 2000 

Austria & Yayoi Hitomi 

from the Fukushima 

NGO Village Earth. 

They will compare and 

contrast the impacts of 

both nuclear power 

accidents and advocate 

ways to deliver a ren-

ewable energy future. 

For the full programme 

of events in March go 

to the NFLA website, 

and register for a high 

quality conference.      
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 NFLA SC Chair  
Councillor Ernie Galsworthy 
 
NFLA UK & Ireland Secretary  
Sean Morris  
 
NFLA All-Ireland Forum Chairs 
Councillor Michael Carr (North) 
Councillor Mark Dearey (RoI) 
 
NFLA All-Ireland Secretary  
Sinead Trainor 
 
NFLA English Forum Chair 
Councillor David Blackburn  
 
NFLA Scotland Convener 
Councillor Bill Butler 
 
NFLA Scotland Secretary 
Cathy Birrell 
 
NFLA Scotland Policy Advisor 
Pete Roche 
 
NFLA Wales Forum Co-Chairs 
Cllr Ernie Galsworthy and  
Cllr Ed Bridges 
 
 

Useful website / partner links: 

NFLA: http://www.nuclearpolicy.info 
CNFE: http://www.cnfe.eu  
Mayors for Peace: http://www.mayorsforpeace.org 
2020 Vision: http://www.2020visioncampaign.org  
KIMO: http://www.kimointernational.org 
ICAN-UK: http://www.ican-uk.org  
 

  
The Bristol Energy Tree, a sculpture extolling 

the benefits of solar energy 
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   NFLA responds to NDA Draft Strategy and Business Plan 

   

   NFLA Secretary to speak at IPPNW Conference in Berlin 

   

 NFLA Scotland meet Dounreay & NDA over waste transports 

   

The NFLA Secretary has 

been invited to speak at 

a major conference in 

Berlin to look at the 

impacts of Fukushima 

and Chernobyl on Euro-

pean nuclear policy. 

 

The IPPNW (Internation-

al Physicians for the Pre-

vention of Nuclear War) 

Congress is one of the 

major European events 

considering not just the 

impacts of the two 

disasters, but how 

energy policy is rapidly 

changing. 

 

The conference has 

three main strands – 

looking at the health 

and environmental imp-

acts of the disasters, 

considering the nuclear 

chain and looking at the 

new energy revolution. 

 

The NFLA Secretary has 

been asked to speak on 

the UK new nuclear 

debate. Also in this 

panel discussion will be 

Ursula Sladeck from 

Schonau Power Station 

and energy consultant 

Mycle Schneider. The 

NFLA welcomes this 

invitation to take part.   

The NFLA Scotland 

Forum held a business 

meeting and AGM in 

Glasgow. It discussed in 

detail Scottish / UK 

nuclear policy and 

elected Councillor Bill 

Butler as its 2016 Chair. 

It held a special 

discussion with Alex 

Anderson from the 

Dounreay site and Bill 

Hamilton from NDA 

over its concerns with 

the transport of radio-

active materials to Sel-

lafield. The debate also 

discussed wider safety 

issues at Dounreay. 

 

Dates and locations for 

its meetings in 2016 

were also agreed. The 

next meeting is in Fife. 

The NFLA has submitted 

its views on the future 

direction of the Nuclear 

Decommissioning Auth-

ority (NDA). 

 

The NFLA Steering 

Committee in early 

February endorsed a 

NFLA response on the 

NDA’s Draft Strategy 

and its Business Plan for 

the next few years. 

NFLA raised concerns 

that the NDA was too 

often using the ‘waste 

hierarchy’ to ‘dilute & 

disperse’ waste rather 

than ‘concentrating and 

containing’ it. NFLA also 

recommended NDA use 

its agreed set of core 

environmental principles 

for such analysis. 

 

NFLA raised issues over 

plutonium policy, NDA 

stakeholder dialogue and 

the increased transports 

of radioactive materials. 

 

NFLA welcomed that 

NDA budgets are to 

remain steady but are 

concerned on how it will 

cope with £1 billion in 

efficiency savings by 

2020. The full response 

is on the NFLA website. 

 

NFLA media releases 

February 2016: 
(On NFLA website.) 

 

 EDF’s business 

announcements 
highlights 

contradictions in UK 
nuclear policy 

 

 NFLA highly 

concerned over 
further evidence of 

defence nuclear EP 
failings 

 
 NFLA submits 

response to NDA 

consultation urging 

move away from 
‘dilute and disperse’ 

strategies 
  

 NFLA welcomes 

Horney 1 offshore 

windfarm final 
investment decision  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

BEYOND NUCLEAR 

MAIN CONFERENCE, 
19TH MARCH 

 

Speakers include: 
 Dr Keith Baverstock,  

E Finland University 

 Dr Tim Mousseau, S 

Carolina University 
 Dr Ian Fairlie, 

independent expert 

 Angelika Claussen, 

IPPNW Germany 
 Linda Pentz-Gunter, 

Beyond Nuclear USA 

 Reinhard Uhrig, 

Global 2000 Austria 

 Prof Keith Barnham, 

Imperial College 
 Peer de Rijk, WISE 

International 

 David Reinberger, 

CNFE Vienna 
REGISTER NOW! 
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 UK & Ireland Mayors for Peace Chapter moves forward     

   

 NFLA supports major ‘Stop Trident’ Westminster rally    

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

   

 

The NFLA Steering 

Committee has decided 

to give its formal 

support to the national 

lobby of Parliament 

and rally taking place 

in London on the 27th 

February. 

The national event has 

been organised by 

CND and it is 

supported by 26 

nuclear disarmament, 

peace, faith, political 

groups, trade unions & 

anti-austerity groups. 

A Parliamentary debate 

on the ‘like-for-like’ 

replacement of Trident 

will take place in 2016. 

The rally could be one 

of the largest of its kind 

for 3 decades. Keynote 

speakers include Labour 

leader Jeremy Corbyn, 

the SNP Leader Nicola 

Sturgeon, Green Party 

MP Caroline Lucas and 

Plaid Cymru Leader 

Leanne Wood. 

NFLA are also looking 

to cooperate with 

other groups in order 

to develop research 

into the benefits of 

defence diversification 

projects. 

 

  

The UK and Ireland 

Mayors, Provosts and 

Leaders for Peace 

Chapter held a meeting 

in Manchester Town 

Hall to discuss its 

ongoing development. 

 

Chaired by the Deputy 

Lord Mayor of Manches-

ter, the meeting looked 

at how it could build up 

capacity, process volun-

tary membership fees & 

recruit new members. 

 

It also considered the 

Chapter’s remit. It plans 

to develop a major 

event in the summer in 

London to focus on 

some of the issues it 

would like to progress. 

 

Mayors for Peace have 

sent a letter to all 

Governments to encour-

age involvement in the 

upcoming UN Open-

Ended Working Group 

on Nuclear Disarm-

ament in Geneva.  

 

The UN’s Open-Ended 

Working Group was 

held on the 22 - 26    

February with Mayors 

for Peace & ICAN reps 

in attendance.  

‘Beyond Nuclear’ 

public meeting, 17th 
March, Attlee Room, 

Portcullis House, 
Westminster. 

 

NFLA Steering 
Committee, 18th 

March, Manchester 
Town Hall.  
 

NFLA ‘Beyond 

Nuclear’ Seminar, 18th 
March, Manchester 

Town Hall. 
 

‘Beyond Nuclear’ 

Conference, 19th 
March, Mechanics 

Institute, 
Manchester. 
 

‘Beyond Nuclear’ 

Campaigners 
Conference, 20th 

March, Bridge 5 
Mill, Manchester. 

NFLA letters to 

media, February 
2016: 

(Emailed to NFLA 
members.) 

 

 An actual energy 

strategy that can 
deliver now would 

be our hope 
 

 Urgent review of UK 

defence nuclear 

sector required after 
exercise report 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

KEY NFLA REPORTS 

COMING OUT 
SHORTLY 

 

The NFLA Secretariat is 
working on a number of 

key reports and consult-
ation responses that will 

be coming out in March 
and April. 

 

A detailed analysis of 
nuclear security issues is 

close to publication and 
is being peer reviewed. 

It will look at key threats 

and openness and trans-
parency in this area. 

 
Two Welsh responses 

are being prepared – 
one to the Wylfa 

Newydd local consult-

ation and one to the 
Welsh Affairs Select 

Committee on the future 
of nuclear in Wales. 

 

A review of the Irish 
Government’s Energy 

White Paper, defence 
nuclear safety and an 

update on nuclear 

emergency planning are 
also in preparation. 

 
 


