
 

 

    NFLA Newsletter 
  News from the Nuclear Free Local Authorities (NFLA) December 2015. Volume 7, Issue 12 

  

   New NFLA Chair elected                                                         

   

  NFLA commemorates its 35th anniversary with reception   

   

Cllr Ernie Galsworthy of 

Merthyr Tydfil Council 

was elected as the new 

Chair of NFLA at its 

Annual General Meeting 

held in Manchester. 

 

The AGM was part of 

three meetings held in 

Manchester that was 

the culmination of the 

NFLA’s year. 

 

A NFLA Scotland Forum 

business meeting agreed 

letters to go out to the 

NDA & Dounreay over 

rail and sea waste 

transports, to SEPA over 

Dalgety Bay and to the 

Government over life 

extensions to nuclear 

sites. 

 

The NFLA Steering 

Committee agreed to 

keep campaigning on 

the risks of new nuclear, 

radioactive waste and 

Trident replacement. 

 

In the NFLA AGM Cllr 

Galsworthy’s election as 

Chair was unanimously 

agreed. He said how 

much he was honoured 

to represent a body he 

strongly supports in 

2016. A media release 

on the meetings can be 

found on the NFLA 

website. 

   

The NFLA commemor-

ated a major milestone 

of 35 years as the 

primary voice on 

nuclear issues in the 

UK and Ireland at the 

AGM meetings in 

Manchester. 

A special civic recep-

tion was hosted by the 

Lord Mayor of Man-

chester, Councillor Paul 

Murphy. Special guests 

were Ken Eastham, a 

former Manchester MP 

who was one of those 

instrumental in the 

resolution of the 5th 

November 1980 which 

established NFLA; and 

Marie and Brendan 

Risby, wife and one of 

the sons of the late Cllr 

Bill Risby, first Chair of 

NFLA. 

The Lord Mayor was 

one of the signatories 

to the 1980 resolution 

and noted how pleased 

he was that it was as 

effective in 2015 as it 

had been in 1980. 

The new NFLA Chair 

thanked Manchester for 

hosting the NFLA and 

for all those who had 

worked with it. Rae 

Street of GM CND gave 

a historical overview. 

A full report is on the 

NFLA website.  

 

       

  

NFLA, c/o City Policy, 

Manchester City Council, Floor 

5, Town Hall Extension, Lloyd 

St, PO Box 532, M60 2LA. 

s.morris4@manchester.gov.uk 

Tel: 00 44 (0)161 234 3244         

 

 

n 

Contents: 

New NFLA Chair elected   1 

NFLA 35th anniversary         1 

Fukushima / Chernobyl       2 

Future NFLA reports           2 

Mayors for Peace report     2 

NFLA Media releases          2 

Climate change deal          3 

NFLA website / holidays     3 

NFLA letters                      3 

NDA Stakeholder Dialogue  3 

Forthcoming meetings        3 

 

 NFLA SC Chair  
Councillor Ernie Galsworthy 
 
NFLA UK & Ireland Secretary  
Sean Morris  
 
NFLA All-Ireland Forum Chairs 
Councillor Michael Carr (North) 
Councillor Mark Dearey (RoI) 
 
NFLA All-Ireland Secretary  
Sinead Trainor 
 
NFLA English Forum Chair 
Councillor David Blackburn  
 
NFLA Scotland Convener 
Councillor Bill Butler 
 
NFLA Scotland Secretary 
Cathy Birrell 
 
NFLA Scotland Policy Advisor 
Pete Roche 
 
NFLA Wales Forum Co-Chairs 
Cllr Ernie Galsworthy and  
Cllr Ed Bridges 
 
 

Useful website / partner links: 

NFLA: http://www.nuclearpolicy.info 
CNFE: http://www.cnfe.eu  
Mayors for Peace: http://www.mayorsforpeace.org 
2020 Vision: http://www.2020visioncampaign.org  
KIMO: http://www.kimointernational.org 
ICAN-UK: http://www.ican-uk.org  
 

 Former Manchester MP Ken Eastham (2nd left) 
speaking at NFLA’s 35th anniversary with the NFLA 
Chair, Marie Risby and Lord Mayor of Manchester 
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   Plans for Fukushima and Chernobyl anniversaries develop   

   

   NFLA prepares nuclear security & defence nuclear reports 

   

 Mayors for Peace Conference and Chapter report published  

   

The NFLA Secretariat is 

publishing over the next 

few weeks two key 

reports looking at 

nuclear security and 

defence nuclear safety 

concerns. 

 

The nuclear security 

report looks at some of 

the key national and 

international concerns 

over potential attacks on 

nuclear sites or of a 

terrorist type device 

being used maliciously. 

 

The defence nuclear 

safety report arises 

from a number of 

meetings which have 

highlighted serious 

safety concerns at a 

number of defence 

nuclear sites, over 

nuclear weapon road 

convoys and over 

concerns around nuc-

lear proliferation. 

 

The reports seek to 

increase the public 

debate about the safety 

and security of nuclear 

materials in the UK and 

around the world. They 

will be placed on the 

NFLA website.  

A Mayors for Peace 

Policy Briefing has been 

issued by Manchester 

City Council which 

provides a full and 

comprehensive report 

on the recent Executive 

Conference of the group 

in Ypres, Belgium. 

 

The report also looks at 

the recent Hiroshima 

Mayoral civic visits to 

Manchester & London, 

which were a real 

success. 

The report talks about 

future plans for the 

development of the UK 

and Ireland Mayors for 

Peace Chapter. A copy 

of the report is being 

placed on the NFLA 

website.   

The NFLA Secretariat is 

working on two major 

events in the first part 

of 2016 which will 

commemorate the 5th 

anniversary and the 30th 

anniversary of the 

Fukushima and Cher-

nobyl disasters. 

 

On January 28th a major 

event in Westminster 

will take place in coop-

eration with Green 

Cross and other groups. 

The former PM of Japan 

Naoto Kan and possibly 

former President of the 

Soviet Union Mikhail 

Gorbachev are keynote 

speakers. 

 

On 18 - 20 March a 

major 3 day series of 

events is planned in 

Manchester by the NFLA 

and a number of other 

groups. This will include 

a high profile NFLA 

seminar and a day 

conference on low level 

radiation & health issues 

and renewable futures. A 

special event for activist 

groups is also being 

planned. Flyers for both 

events are being issued 

and will go on the NFLA 

website.  

NFLA media releases 

December 2015: 
(On NFLA website.) 

 NFLA calls for 

complete review of 

nuclear waste 
transports from 

Dounreay 
  

 NFLA commem-

orates its 35th anniv-
ersary, elects new 

Chair and calls for N 

Ireland MP to with-
draw the province as 

a potential Trident 
site 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The Mayor of Hiroshima with the new 
NFLA Chair, Councillor Ernie Galsworthy 
at recent civic event held in Manchester 

NFLA Chair and the Lord Mayor of 
Manchester present 1980 NFLA 

resolutions to former MP Ken Eastham 
and wife of the first NFLA Chair Bill Risby, 

Marie Risby 

 

 

 

NFLA Secretary and Lord Mayor of 
Manchester at 35th anniversary reception 
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 NFLA welcome climate change deal for a low carbon future     

   

 New NFLA website being launched / holiday closing times 

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

   

 

The NFLA website is 

being given a major 

overhaul due to it and a 

number of other nuclear 

policy groups receiving 

a small grant to freshen 

it up. 

 

The aim of the new 

website will be to give a 

more attractive and 

user-friendly site to 

both members and the 

wider public. It is 

planned the website will 

be fully operational early 

in the new year. 

 

The 2016 NFLA Service 

Plan, 2015 Annual 

Newsletter and minor 

changes to the NFLA 

constitution will all be 

loaded on to the new 

website in the new year 

to summarise its work. 

NFLA office closed 

Dec 16 – Jan 5th: 

The NFLA Secretariat 

offices will be closed for 

the Christmas and New 

Year holidays from 

Wednesday December 

16th and reopen on 

Tuesday January 5th. 

The Secretariat wishes 

you all a very happy 

and peaceful Christmas 

and New Year. 

NFLA welcomes the 

signing of an inter-

national agreement by 

190 countries to 

mitigate the effects of 

climate change and 

promote a low carbon 

future. 

 

The deal in Paris is the 

first major agreement 

since the Kyoto Protocol 

19 years ago. 

Countries have agreed 

to seek to try and cap 

the global temperature 

increase by no more 

than 1.5 degree Celsius. 

 

There was strong 

advocacy for moving 

from fossil fuels to 

renewables. A strong 

lobby from proponents 

of nuclear power as part 

of a low carbon future 

was quite evident. 

 

The UK’s support of 

fracking, its cuts to 

renewable subsidies in 

favour of huge support 

for new nuclear was 

publicised. NFLA called 

on those funding low 

carbon energy research 

to focus on renewable 

energy as the primary 

way forward. 

NFLA, NCG and 

Green Cross special  
Parliamentary 

meeting on the 
Fukushima & Chern-

obyl anniversaries, 

Jubilee Room, 
Portcullis House, 

28th January 2016. 
 

NFLA Steering 

Committee, Room 
301, Town Hall, 

Manchester 5th 
February. 

 

Mayors for Peace 
Chapter meeting will 

be on the same day. 
 

NFLA Scotland 

Forum, Glasgow 
City Chambers,  

12th February. 
 

The dates and 

locations of other 
Forum meetings will 
be decided shortly. 

NFLA letters to the 

media December 
2015: 

(Emailed to NFLA 
members.) 

 

 It is renewable not 

nuclear research 
that is required for 

climate change 
mitigation  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

NFLA reps to attend 

the NDA National 
Stakeholder Dialogue 

in early January 
 

The NFLA Secretary and 

Fife NFLA Cllr Brian 
Goodall will represent 

the organisation at the 
upcoming meeting of the 

NDA National Stake-

holder meeting being 
held in Manchester. 

 
NFLA responded to the 

draft NDA Strategy for 
2016 – 21 at the end of 

November. It will send in 

an updated response 
after hearing the NDA’s 

response to its draft 
strategy at the January 

meeting. 

 
The meeting will hear 

about the implications of 
the Spending Review on 

the NDA’s budget and 
key changes taking place 

at Sellafield. NFLA reps 

will also bring up 
concerns over nuclear 

transports from the 
Dounreay site as noted 

in its media release on 
the NFLA website.    


