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Message 

 

On behalf of the National Council of Japan Nuclear Free Local Authorities, I would like to 

extend my most heartfelt congratulations on the occasion of the 35th Anniversary Civic 

Reception to Celebrate the Formation of the UK & Ireland Nuclear Free Local Authorities. 

 

In the midst of the Cold War between the USA and the USSR, the city of Manchester, in 

order to reduce the threat of nuclear weapons, carried a resolution in 1980 declaring the 

City a nuclear free zone. Many local authorities around the world followed Manchester's 

example. I would like to take this opportunity to express my deep respect of the 

leadership the UK & Ireland Nuclear Free Local Authorities has shown in promoting the 

abolition of nuclear weapons. 

 

Five years ago, I had the privilege of visiting your city. During my visit, I participated in 

the Opening Ceremony of the Hiroshima Nagasaki Atomic Bomb Exhibition. As the mayor 

of a city devastated by an atomic bomb, I spoke at the ceremony of the inhumanity of 

nuclear weapons, and of the necessity for local authorities across the globe to unite and 

urge their governments to action. During my visit, I was keenly impressed by your 

citizens’ deep awareness of nuclear and peace issues. I am certain that their interest has 

not wavered over the last five years.  

 

The National Council of Japan Nuclear Free Local Authorities was established in 1984. 

There are currently 313 members in our organization. Each local authority promotes 

peace activities, and appeals for the abolition of nuclear weapons and the realization of 

everlasting world peace. The need to tell future generations of the devastation wrought 

by nuclear weapons used in warfare, and the need to create a peaceful world without 

nuclear weapons, are shared issues the world over. The solutions to these issues must 

meet the needs of each individual region. 

 

I hope that this 35th anniversary event shall encourage many people to join hands with 

your organization and further widen the circle of peace. 

 

In closing, I extend my best wishes for the success of this event and the continued 

prosperity of your organization. 

 

 

Tomihisa Taue 

President 
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