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What I’m going to look at:What I’m going to look at:

 AA briefbrief overviewoverview ofof FukushimaFukushima
 It’sIt’s implicationsimplications onon EuropeEurope // UKUK // IrelandIreland
 OSPAROSPAR RadiationRadiation SubstancesSubstances CommitteeCommittee
 SellafieldSellafield dischargesdischarges
 MOXMOX plutoniumplutonium consultationconsultation
 NextNext stepssteps –– IrishIrish GovernmentsGovernments dialogue?dialogue?



Japan and FukushimaJapan and Fukushima

 9.0 earthquake and 16m tsunami 9.0 earthquake and 16m tsunami 
 Fukushima 40 year old reactorFukushima 40 year old reactor
 Initial news was ‘not serious’Initial news was ‘not serious’
 4 of the 6 reactors have had reactor 4 of the 6 reactors have had reactor 

damage / meltdowndamage / meltdown
 20 20 –– 30 kms exclusion zone: 200,000 30 kms exclusion zone: 200,000 

people evacuatedpeople evacuated
 Radiation levels four times the safe level Radiation levels four times the safe level 

detected at the plantdetected at the plant
 Ocean contamination Ocean contamination –– iodine levels 1250 iodine levels 1250 

times the safe level and concern that times the safe level and concern that 
discharges could happendischarges could happen

 Workers on site hospitalisedWorkers on site hospitalised
 Food and water contamination detectedFood and water contamination detected



SS--t Implications of incidentt Implications of incident

 Category 5/6 incident Category 5/6 incident –– only Chernobyl only Chernobyl 
higher   higher   

 Wider disaster Wider disaster –– 27,000 dead, 280,000 27,000 dead, 280,000 
homes destroyed homes destroyed 

 Emergency plans failedEmergency plans failed
 Tepco discredited, shares slump, Tepco discredited, shares slump, 

taxpayer to cover disaster coststaxpayer to cover disaster costs
 Reputational integrity of nuclear powerReputational integrity of nuclear power
 Emotional response Emotional response –– alarm / panicalarm / panic
 How far will the radiation travel?How far will the radiation travel?
 How will the incident be closed? How will the incident be closed? 

Decontamination / cleanDecontamination / clean--up issuesup issues



European / UK / Ireland effectsEuropean / UK / Ireland effects
 Euro Commissioner announced full EU Euro Commissioner announced full EU 

nuclear safety audit nuclear safety audit –– “stress tests”“stress tests”
 Germany, Switzerland, Italy (& China) Germany, Switzerland, Italy (& China) 

set moratoriums on nuclear set moratoriums on nuclear 
 UK initiated industryUK initiated industry--wide safety wide safety 

review review 
 Interim report June, final report SeptInterim report June, final report Sept
 Slow down nuclear new build in sSlow down nuclear new build in s--termterm
 Irish National Coordinating Group met Irish National Coordinating Group met 

25th March to discuss health, food & 25th March to discuss health, food & 
people issuespeople issues

 Minister Hogan met Minister Huhne to Minister Hogan met Minister Huhne to 
raise concerns about Sellafield and raise concerns about Sellafield and 
discharges (March 28discharges (March 28thth))



Wider implications of incidentWider implications of incident

 Economic issues for new Economic issues for new buildbuild
-- insuranceinsurance
-- investmentinvestment
-- public subsidies (G.I.B / carbon public subsidies (G.I.B / carbon 

price) price) 
 Safety issues (GDA)Safety issues (GDA)
 Radioactive waste repository?Radioactive waste repository?
 Boost for renewables?Boost for renewables?
 New build still on the agenda but New build still on the agenda but 

now is the best time to challenge now is the best time to challenge 
this in a generationthis in a generation



What NFLA is doingWhat NFLA is doing
 MediaMedia work, monitoring and informing memberswork, monitoring and informing members

 Joint NFLA / NGO statement raised at DECC quarterlyJoint NFLA / NGO statement raised at DECC quarterly
engagement meeting engagement meeting –– see next slidesee next slide

 Westminster seminars mid June and mid SeptemberWestminster seminars mid June and mid September

 Raised concerns with Minister and NIIRaised concerns with Minister and NII

 Held meeting with Nuclear Decommissioning AuthorityHeld meeting with Nuclear Decommissioning Authority

 Contact nonContact non--members to consider joining NFLAmembers to consider joining NFLA



NFLA / NGO Joint StatementNFLA / NGO Joint Statement
 8 demands made of UK Government and nuclear sector:8 demands made of UK Government and nuclear sector:

-- Safety review be public, open and transparentSafety review be public, open and transparent

-- GDA process and nuclear safety regime reviewedGDA process and nuclear safety regime reviewed

-- NO public subsidies for new build NO public subsidies for new build –– we oppose itwe oppose it

-- Health effects of low level radiation to be verifiedHealth effects of low level radiation to be verified

-- Ministers should stop saying waste issues are Ministers should stop saying waste issues are 
resolvedresolved

-- Urgent security review required on waste storage Urgent security review required on waste storage 
arrangementsarrangements

-- Over 100 scientific & technical issues of repository to Over 100 scientific & technical issues of repository to 
overcomeovercome

-- Abandon plutonium / MOX reprocessing at        Abandon plutonium / MOX reprocessing at        
Sellafield Sellafield 



OSPAR RSCOSPAR RSC

 Intergovernmental body seeking to clean up North Intergovernmental body seeking to clean up North 
East Atlantic East Atlantic –– 14 member states incl UK & Ireland14 member states incl UK & Ireland

 NFLA has MoU with KIMO to attend meetingsNFLA has MoU with KIMO to attend meetings

 WNA also attends meetingsWNA also attends meetings

 RSC seek to reduce radioactive discharges into RSC seek to reduce radioactive discharges into 
the Irish Sea ‘close to zero’ by 2020the Irish Sea ‘close to zero’ by 2020

 Improve radioactive monitoring of the seasImprove radioactive monitoring of the seas

 Interact with other OSPAR groups on climate Interact with other OSPAR groups on climate 
change mitigationchange mitigation

 Provide radiation advice and guidance to MinistersProvide radiation advice and guidance to Ministers

 NFLA Secretary attended February meetingNFLA Secretary attended February meeting



Radioactive discharges & SellafieldRadioactive discharges & Sellafield

 After 4 years of decreases, in 2009 an increase in After 4 years of decreases, in 2009 an increase in 
all OSPAR region marine radioactive dischargesall OSPAR region marine radioactive discharges

 12% increase in alpha discharges (22% increase at 12% increase in alpha discharges (22% increase at 
Sellafield, partially offset by reductions in France)Sellafield, partially offset by reductions in France)

 9.5% increase in beta discharges (24% increase in 9.5% increase in beta discharges (24% increase in 
Sellafield, partially offset by French reductions)Sellafield, partially offset by French reductions)

 94% increase in tritium discharges (all Sellafield) 94% increase in tritium discharges (all Sellafield) 

 30% increase in technetium discharges30% increase in technetium discharges

 Though levels small compared to 1980s, admitted Though levels small compared to 1980s, admitted 
will rise till at least 2016 will rise till at least 2016 –– putting 2020 target putting 2020 target 
under threatunder threat



Why are discharges rising?Why are discharges rising?

 KIMO / NFLA joint paper notes discharges have KIMO / NFLA joint paper notes discharges have 
increased for number of reasons:increased for number of reasons:
-- Sellafield Thorp plant has reSellafield Thorp plant has re--opened after leaks and opened after leaks and 
maintenance problemsmaintenance problems
-- Thorp reprocessing contracts will continue until Thorp reprocessing contracts will continue until 
2016/20172016/2017
-- Sellafield Magnox reprocessing plant will also have Sellafield Magnox reprocessing plant will also have 
to remain open till 2016 due to poor performanceto remain open till 2016 due to poor performance
-- With time lag of 5 years AFTER reprocessing before With time lag of 5 years AFTER reprocessing before 
discharge levels drop, could be 2021 before progressdischarge levels drop, could be 2021 before progress
-- Govt also favours plutonium reprocessingGovt also favours plutonium reprocessing
-- And then…new nuclear build reprocessing?And then…new nuclear build reprocessing?

•• So, how will the OSPAR commitment be met?So, how will the OSPAR commitment be met?



Normal or exceptional?Normal or exceptional?

•• An issue raised by Ireland and Norway was how to An issue raised by Ireland and Norway was how to 
represent ‘normal’ and ‘exceptional’ dischargesrepresent ‘normal’ and ‘exceptional’ discharges

 UK and France wished to separate them out, UK and France wished to separate them out, 
rather than have one constant total figurerather than have one constant total figure

 No consensus found so a drafting group will be No consensus found so a drafting group will be 
set up to come up with conclusions for 2012 RSCset up to come up with conclusions for 2012 RSC

 Exceptional Exceptional –– decommissioning discharges & decommissioning discharges & 
treating legacy wastestreating legacy wastes

 The group will determine if there is a great The group will determine if there is a great 
concern over such dischargesconcern over such discharges

 Will new build alter this debate?Will new build alter this debate?
 KIMO / NFLA will continue to monitor thisKIMO / NFLA will continue to monitor this



Floating and submerged NPPsFloating and submerged NPPs
 Russia are developing small nuclear reactors that can Russia are developing small nuclear reactors that can 

be floated out to areas with limited power sourcesbe floated out to areas with limited power sources

 Operational by 2013/14Operational by 2013/14

 French company DCNS also researching small French company DCNS also researching small 
submerged nuclear reactors on seafloor submerged nuclear reactors on seafloor –– “terrorist “terrorist 
proof” operational by 2016proof” operational by 2016

 NFLA / KIMO / GPI joint report deploring this devp’tNFLA / KIMO / GPI joint report deploring this devp’t

 Norway also concerned and speaking to RussiaNorway also concerned and speaking to Russia

 At RSC France said only a development ideaAt RSC France said only a development idea

 HELCOM will seek further info from RussiaHELCOM will seek further info from Russia

 Real risk of environmental catastrophe Real risk of environmental catastrophe 



ConclusionsConclusions

 FukushimaFukushima ISIS aa majormajor blowblow forfor thethe ‘nuclear‘nuclear renaissance’renaissance’

 NewNew nuclearnuclear buildbuild slowedslowed downdown BUTBUT notnot ditchedditched

 RenewablesRenewables andand energyenergy efficiencyefficiency –– willwill theythey nownow bebe
givengiven theirtheir chance?chance?

 SellafieldSellafield dischargesdischarges willwill gogo upup –– howhow cancan theythey bebe
justified?justified? WhatWhat isis ‘close‘close toto zero’?zero’?

 HaveHave otherother nuclearnuclear ideasideas beenbeen scotched?scotched?

 IsIs therethere aa needneed forfor aa moremore vocalvocal IrishIrish GovernmentGovernment (north(north
andand south)south) onon nuclearnuclear issues?issues? NFLANFLA sayssays YES!YES!



What you can doWhat you can do –– join NFLA!join NFLA!

 Get access to a high quality nuclear consultancy Get access to a high quality nuclear consultancy 
local government servicelocal government service

 Publicise your concern for nuclear and support for Publicise your concern for nuclear and support for 
alternatives (renewables / energy efficiency)alternatives (renewables / energy efficiency)

 Promote public safety and accountabilityPromote public safety and accountability
 Be aware of the wider risks of nuclear power / Be aware of the wider risks of nuclear power / 

nuclear weapons proliferation (Mayors for Peace)nuclear weapons proliferation (Mayors for Peace)
 Work with likeWork with like--minded Councils in Britainminded Councils in Britain
 AFFILATION RATES:AFFILATION RATES:
 Upto 100k Upto 100k -- £871 / 770 euros £871 / 770 euros 
 100k 100k –– 250k 250k –– £1,386 / 1,236 euros£1,386 / 1,236 euros
 250k 250k –– 500k 500k –– £2,253 / £2,104 euros£2,253 / £2,104 euros
 500k 500k –– 1 million 1 million –– £3,771 / 3,604 euros£3,771 / 3,604 euros



Thank you, I would be happy toThank you, I would be happy to
take any questions.take any questions.


