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NPT Article VI (1968)
Each of the Parties to the Treaty undertakes
to pursue negotiations in good faith on
effective measures relating to cessation of
the nuclear arms race at an early date and to
nuclear disarmament, and on a treaty on
general and complete disarmament under
strict and effective international control.

• “The UK has a vision of a world free of nuclear
weapons and, in partnership with everyone who
shares that ambition, we intend to make further
progress towards this vision in the coming years.”
Des Browne MP, UK Secretary of State for Defence, Geneva, 5 February
2008

• “The nuclear weapons states must set out much
more clearly the responsibilities that we too must
discharge.” Prime Minister Gordon Brown, 17 March 2009
• “Achieving a global ban on all nuclear weapons
requires the creation of conditions which will give
confidence to all those who are covered by a
nuclear deterrent (over half of the world’s
population) that their security will be greater in a
world without nuclear weapons than with them.”
David Miliband’s Foreign Office Report, 4 February 2009

But…. UK Government still

plans to renew Trident
to 2050
qTrident submarines deployed at Faslane
• UK warheads stored at Coulport
• New nuclear warheads designed and made at
AWE Aldermaston and Burghfield

Trident nuclear sub heading for Faslane, Scotland

“13 Steps”
NPT Disarmament plan of action
(adopted by consensus, 2000 RevCon)
RevCon)
“An unequivocal undertaking by the nuclear weapon
states to accomplish the total elimination of their
nuclear arsenals leading to nuclear disarmament to
which all States parties are committed under Article
VI.” (paragraph 6)
Also commitments on further reductions in nuclear
arsenals, reducing the role and operational status of
nuclear weapons, CTBT, fissile materials, transparency,
irreversibility, verification, unilateral, bilateral and
multilateral measures… ‘ultimate objective’ is general
and complete disarmament…

Atomic Weapons Establishment Aldermaston:
where Trident is designed and made

AWE Burghfield, where UK warheads are assembled

Elements for a 2010 plan of action
on disarmament, nonproliferation
and nuclear security
Three integrated themes:
ØReducing the Role of Nuclear Weapons
ØThe Disarmament Process
ØNon-Proliferation, Security and
Creating the Conditions for a World
Free of Nuclear Weapons

Reducing the Role of Nuclear
Weapons
• reaffirm commitments to diminish the role of
nuclear weapons in security policies and military
doctrines;
• affirm that, pending their total elimination, the
sole purpose for nuclear weapons is to deter the
use of nuclear weapons;
• reaffirm commitments to lower the operational
status of nuclear forces and implement practical
steps to take nuclear weapons off hair-trigger
and high alert configurations;
and….

• end deployments of nuclear weapons outside the
territory of possessor states;
• phase out extended nuclear deterrence and strengthen
non-nuclear deterrence approaches and regional
cooperative security mechanisms;
• universalise positive and negative security assurances,
extending legally binding obligations on all nations and
individuals not to use nuclear weapons, to come to the
aid of people and countries threatened or attacked with
nuclear weapons, and to hold perpetrators and their
suppliers to account under international law;
• delegitimise nuclear reliance and reinforce the
nonproliferation regime by declaring the use of nuclear
weapons a crime against humanity.

The Disarmament Process
• reaffirmation by the nuclear weapon states of
their NPT 2000 unequivocal undertaking to
accomplish the total elimination of their nuclear
arsenals;
• support the New START Treaty and encourage
further US-Russian negotiations to include more
progress towards eliminating shorter range
(theatre/tactical/non-strategic) nuclear weapons
and reducing aggregate numbers (strategic and
non-strategic, stored and in reserve as well as
deployed);
and…

• reaffirm the principles of transparency,
verification and accountability in fulfilling
NPT obligations and agreements;
• support the establishment of a
comprehensive, UN-based accounting
system covering size of nuclear arsenals,
nuclear weapon delivery systems, fissile
material stockpiles, and spending on
nuclear forces;
and…

and a comprehensive, unifying goal
to give coherence and legitimacy to
the incremental steps
• commit to commencing preparatory work
leading to negotiations on a universal
convention or framework of instruments
for the sustainable, verifiable and
enforceable abolition of nuclear weapons
worldwide (in other words, a nuclear
weapons convention).

Non-Proliferation, Security and Creating
Nonthe Conditions for a World Free of
Nuclear Weapons
• support ratification of the Comprehensive Nuclear TestBan Treaty (CTBT) by the remaining Article XIV states
without conditions, leading to entry into force no later
than 2015, and call for nuclear test sites to be
dismantled and environmentally cleaned up;
• consider ways and means to make progress on the NPT
commitment of a ban on the production of fissile
materials for weapons purposes, taking into account the
need to cap, reduce and ultimaterly eliminate stockpiles
of high-enriched uranium and plutonium;
• support initiatives to promote a zone free of nuclear,
biological, and chemical weapons in the Middle East;
and….

• explore practical initiatives to provide safe and
secure multinational alternatives to national fuel
cycle facilities, and join and support the
International Renewable Energy Agency
(IRENA);
• pursue practical initiatives to improve NPT
governance and accountability;
• encourage universalisation of the IAEA
Additional Protocol, in conformity with Article III
of the NPT, and accept this inspections standard
as a condition of nuclear supply.

TV Stars and Musicians protest at Faslane, 2007

UK Debate
What is Trident for?
• No legal or practical military use
• Nuclear insurance and deterrence doctrines as
proliferation drivers

Replacement or renunciation?
– Costs and opportunity costs of replacing
– Obstacles to change, including fear of losing status and
influence

Delay replacement to support Pres. Obama’s
objective of a nuclear-weapons-free world
Identify alternative security approaches or cheaper
options

Creating conditions for the “peace and
security of a world free of nuclear
weapons”
• Opportunities
• Practical steps to pave way for
negotiations on a Nuclear Weapons
Convention
• Government-civil society partnerships
– International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear
Weapons

Time to negotiate a Nuclear Weapons Convention to abolish nuclear arms

NWC – Now We Can!
• Support the International Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) strategy to put the
objective of negotiating a Nuclear Weapons
Convention into the political mainstream
• Getting NWC into 2010 NPT statements and
discussions
• June 5, 2010 – International Nuclear Abolition
Day of Action called by ICAN
– Internationally coordinated local actions

