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As new nuclear build and radioactive waste options flounder, NFLA 
believes now is the time for a radical rethink in UK Government policy

The Nuclear Free Local Authorities (NFLA) notes a whole range of announcements and media stories 
which highlight serious doubts over the potential private sector support for a new nuclear build 
programme in the UK and associated concerns over long-term solutions for high and intermediate 
level radioactive waste management. These developments lead it to the view that it is essential that 
the UK Government starts rapidly looking for a ‘Plan B’ for the UK’s future energy mix and the storage 
of radioactive waste.

In the past few days the following has been announced or ‘leaked’ in the media:
 As bids for taking over the ‘Horizon’ consortium for constructing new reactors at Wylfa and 

Oldbury end last week, the expected joint bid from French utility Areva and Chinese utility 
Guangdong Nuclear Power Corporation failed to materialise (1). The Russian utility Rosatom 
also decided not to bid for the sites (2). Chinese and Russian investment in new nuclear build 
was seen as one of the best hopes for the development of new reactors.

 The Sunday Times claimed that Scottish Power owner Iberdrola is considering pulling out of 
the consortium to build a new reactor at Sellafield Moorfields in Cumbria (3). Given Scottish 
and Southern Energy have already pulled out of the consortium such a decision would just 
leave GDF Suez to press ahead with the project (4). Iberdrola has recently refuted these 
claims but has said it will not make an investment decision on this project for a further three 
years (5).

 The Times has also claimed that Westinghouse owner Toshiba is considering pulling out of 
developing any nuclear reactors in the UK and getting out of the nuclear sector altogether (6).

 At Hinkley Point, EDF have still to resolve 22 of 31 issues in the ‘Generic Design Assessment’ 
of the reactor design for the facility and are unlikely to resolve the issue before the planned 
deadline of the end of 2012. Media reports also suggest it is trying to bring in another utility to 
fund new nuclear reactors (7). 

 The pressure group Supporters of Nuclear Energy (SONE) and leading advocates of nuclear 
power like Sir Bernard Ingham have claimed the ‘strike price’ for new nuclear will be too high. 
They have argued for direct public financial support for new build as the only answer to the 
lack of private sector financing (8). The GMB Union have also argued that the Nuclear 
Decommissioning Authority should be renamed the ‘Nuclear Development Authority’ and 
provide full public and financial support for a new build programme (9).  

 The leaked European Commission post Fukushima ‘stress test’ report has exposed hundreds 
of problems with the 143 nuclear reactors in the EU. It could require as much as 25 billion 
Euros to resolve these issues (10).

 In Cumbria, the three Councils considering going forward with the process of hosting a deep-
underground radioactive waste repository have announced a three month postponement in 
this decision (11). In their letter to the UK Government they have asked for more assurances 
on the right to withdraw from the process and clarification for alternative interim storage 
solutions to be fully considered (12).

 In Kent, a referendum by Shepway Council found that almost 65% of residents did not want 
the Council to register a formal interest as a potential site for such a repository. The Council 
has now withdrawn its interest in the project (13).

The NFLA believe all these recent developments are proof positive that new nuclear build is 
impractical, too expensive and too time consuming to develop. It argues that, rather than the 



suggested ‘dash for gas’ there should be a ‘rush for renewables’ to follow what is becoming 
increasingly the norm around Europe. In its own energy reports the NFLA advocate the development 
of a wide range of renewable energy options, a concerted effort at promoting energy efficiency 
projects and local decentralised community-owned microgeneration schemes (14).

This can be achieved with the sufficient political will. For example, in Germany renewable energy 
production has increased from 3.6% of electricity generation in 1990 to 19.9% by 2011 (and it has 
touched as high as 25% in summer 2012). This is achieved by the type of energy mix the NFLA is 
currently advocating. It should also be noted that coal-fired electricity in Germany has dropped from 
56.7% to 43.5% in the same period, whilst the share generated by nuclear power has also 
significantly dropped (15). 

NFLA Chair Councillor Brian Goodall said:
“The NFLA has consistently argued that the sums do not stack up for a new nuclear programme 
whilst the financial and safety risks remain too high, even more so after Fukushima. With all these
recent media reports and official announcements pointing to a collapse in investment for new build I 
call on the UK Government to immediately refocus UK energy policy towards renewable alternatives 
in co-operation with Councils and neighbouring countries like the Republic of Ireland. 

I also welcome the decisions made by Cumbrian Councils to postpone their decision on going forward 
with development of a deep-underground radioactive waste repository. This is a good time to 
reconsider if such a repository is the only answer to our waste management strategy and consider 
alternative interim storage strategies like the Scottish Government’s radioactive waste management 
policy. The time for real change in nuclear policy has arrived, and not a moment too soon.”

Ends

Further information - Sean Morris, NFLA Secretary - 00 44 161 234 3244 or 00 44 7771 930186.
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