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NFLA media release, for immediate release, 3rd July 2018 

NFLA welcomes decision to bring Magnox sites back under the control of 
the NDA, but laments the amount of money wasted through previous failings 
 
The Nuclear Free Local Authorities (NFLA) welcomes the decision, approved by the UK Government, 
which will see the control and operation of the Magnox nuclear sites being currently decommissioned 
transfer from Cavendish Fluor to the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA). This new contract 
would begin on September 1st. 
 
For NFLA, this is a sensible and pragmatic policy but it comes after a series of alarming and costly 
failings that could, and should, have been avoided.  
 
The decision follows on from an expensive court case brought against the NDA’s contracting process of 
the Magnox sites by Energy Solutions and Bechtel, who were unsuccessful in the original competitive 
tender. This lead the NDA to have to pay at least £122 million in compensation and legal fees to them. 
Cavendish Fluor also requested for its contract to clean-up the Magnox sites to be ended earlier, which 
has led to the present decision of the NDA in bringing it back ‘in house’. 
 
This is not the first time such problems have occurred, given that the NDA previously took the 
management of the Sellafield site back ‘in house’ over concerns that the private contractor NMP was not 
delivering this contract effectively. 
 
NFLA share the views of the union Unite whose national officer for energy, Peter McIntosh was quoted 
in the Guardian as saying: “This decision is long overdue. The 2014 contract should not have been 
awarded to any organisation. We need to ensure the taxpayer gets value for money through the transfer 
of the business and it is not paid for at the expense of the workforce.” (1) 
 
An independent inquiry of the Magnox contract issue is currently being finished by Steve Holliday and a 
final report is being issued later this year. 
 
Just last month the National Audit Office, whilst praising some improvements to risk and hazard 
mitigation in the operation of the NDA Sellafield contract, also noted that there would be an expected 
overspend by the NDA this year of as much as £913 million. The Parliamentary Public Accounts 
Committee has launched an inquiry into this significant overspend. While NFLA also welcome some of 
the improvements made at Sellafield, they also remain really concerned as to why the NDA is not keeping 
its core costs under control. 
 
The National Audit Office report also noted that the NDA’s strategic decisions around prioritizing activity 
at Sellafield could be profoundly changed and improved by a better, more evidence-based assessment 
of these constraints. It was also critical of the UK Government’s Department of Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy (BEIS) governance of the NDA, which it said was not working as well as it should. 
 
In regard to the NDA’s contract to decommission its Magnox sites, the National Audit Office noted these 
problems had exacerbated the lack of clarity in the NDA’s overall mission. (2) 
 
NFLA call on the NDA to provide reassurance to the staff at the 10 Magnox sites of both job security and 
of a new vision to speed up effective clean-up at the sites. It hopes that, by taking the sites back into 
internal control, like with Sellafield, improvements can now be made and embedded to improve nuclear 
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decommissioning and radioactive waste management on these important nuclear sites. It also needs to 
get control of costs and budgets at all these sites. 
 
NFLA Vice-Chair Councillor David Blackburn said: 
“NFLA is pleased the NDA are taking back the control and operation of clean up at Magnox sites to end 
the sorry mistakes of the past few years. It is imperative that NDA get a full grip on the UK’s 
decommissioning and radioactive waste legacy, where costs still appear to be rapidly rising. The Magnox 
contract process was a costly debacle which has cost the UK taxpayer at least £122 million. NFLA now 
calls on the NDA and the UK Government to sort out the issues identified in the recent National Audit 
Office report and put Sellafield and the Magnox site into a more cost-effective and safe decommissioning 
and clean-up regime.” 
 
Ends - for more information please contact Sean Morris, NFLA Secretary, on 0161 234 3244. 
 
Notes for editors: 
(1) The Guardian, 3rd July 2018 
 https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/jul/02/uk-nuclear-cleanup-contract-back-in-public-

hands-after-122m-bill  
(2) National Audit Office report on progress at the Sellafield site, 20th June 2018 
  https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/The-Nuclear-Decommissioning-Authority-

progress-with-reducing-risk-at-Sellafield-Press-notice.pdf  
 
 
 

 


