
M4P Briefing No 13 Nobel Peace ceremony & Chapter initiatives  1

 
 
 

 
3. Previous Leeds Peace Lecturers 

The lectures officially began early in 1987 and have taken place in Leeds Civic  

 

 
Date: 8th January 2018                                                                                                           No.13                                                                                    
 
Subject:  Nobel Peace Prize ceremony and associated events; UK & Ireland Chapter meeting 

and other initiatives 
 
1. Introduction 

This report by the Chapter Secretary provides a full overview of the Nobel Peace Prize ceremony 
and associated events held last month in Oslo, Norway. It considers the key meetings and 
conferences in the disarmament debate in 2018. The report also provides an overview of the 
UK and Ireland Mayors for Peace meeting held last month and plans for the Chapter in 2018. It 
finally considers Manchester’s gingko seed project and ways to develop peace education.  

 
2. ICAN is awarded the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize  

On the 6th October 2017 the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to ICAN for what the Nobel 
Committee called its “ground-breaking efforts to achieve a treaty prohibiting nuclear weapons”.  
 
The Nobel Peace Prize ceremony was held at Oslo City Hall on the 10th December. Over 500 
invited attendees were present, including a Mayors for Peace delegation led by the Mayors of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the Mayor of Frogn (Norway), the Mayor and an officer from Biograd 
na Moru (Croatia) and the UK and Ireland Mayors for Peace Secretary representing Manchester.  
 
At the ceremony, the Chair of the Nobel Peace Prize Committee, Berit Reiss-Andersen, 
explained that ICAN had been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for its positive action and 
campaigning for the development of the International Treaty to Prohibit Nuclear Weapons. She 
went on to note that 12 peace awards have been given to the nuclear disarmament movement 
over the past 72 years, and ICAN’s award is richly deserved. Beatrice Fihn outlined how 
essential it was for ICAN’s campaign to be successful given the real threats that exist around 
nuclear weapons and the huge destruction even a limited nuclear attack could deliver. Setsuko 
Thurlow gave a moving testimony of her own experience as a 13 year old girl in Hiroshima of 
surviving the first atomic weapon attack. She said the award is in honour of all those who have 
died as a result of the attacks in Hiroshima and Nagasaki and those affected by nuclear weapons 
testing around the world. She called on all states to sign the Nuclear Weapons Prohibition 
Treaty. 
 
The three speeches can be found at: 
https://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/laureates/2017/presentation-speech.html  
https://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/laureates/2017/ican-lecture.html  
 
The ceremony can be viewed at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P1daV8n6fTY  
 
The ceremony was inspiring, uplifting and of real benefit to the wider nuclear disarmament 
movement.    
 
 
  
 

 

 THE UK & IRELAND CHAPTER OF MAYORS FOR PEACE 

 

c/o Nuclear Policy, City Policy Section, Level 3, Town Hall Extension, Manchester, M60 3NY 

Tel: 0161 234 3244    E-Mail: s.morris4@manchester.gov.uk   Website: http://www.mayorsforpeace.org  

UK & Ireland Mayors, Provosts and Leaders for Peace Chapter   

Briefing paper  



M4P Briefing No 13 Nobel Peace ceremony & Chapter initiatives  2

3. Associated events around the Nobel Peace Prize involving Mayors for Peace 
The Mayors for Peace delegation also took part in a number of related events around the peace 
ceremony. The first of these took part in the early evening of the same day as the peace 
ceremony. It is a tradition of the Nobel Peace Ceremonies that a torchlit procession from Oslo 
train station past the Norwegian Parliament to the Grand Hotel takes place, where the recipients 
of the Peace Prize are presented on the balcony of the hotel to the public. Over 1,000 people 
took part in the procession, which was preceded by a rally amongst which the speakers included 
Dr Rebecca Johnson of ICAN UK and Fabian Hamilton MP, Shadow Minister for Peace and 
Disarmament. The Chapter Secretary spoke to Mr Hamilton prior to the peace ceremony and 
hopes to discuss the work of Mayors for Peace with him shortly. 
 
The Mayors for Peace delegation held a short dinner to discuss strategy development in Europe. 
Over the next few months, European Lead Cities will be considering models for cooperation to 
develop and increase the number of Lead Cities and wider members. A Briefing on these 
matters will be provided once decisions on the future direction of Mayors for Peace in Europe 
are agreed upon, which is likely to be after a meeting in Geneva, while the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty Preparatory Conference is taking place in late April / early May. 
 
The delegation attended the Nobel Peace Prize Forum the day after the ceremony. This is 
organised by Oslo University and this Forum event was focused on the rights of indigenous 
communities. There was a keynote speech by the Nobel Peace Laureate Dr Rigoberta Menchu 
Tum from Guatemala, who was awarded the 1992 peace prize for her work to promote the rights 
of indigenous communities in Latin America. The structured Forum then compared the 
experiences of indigenous First Nation communities in the United States and Canada in 
challenging the development of an oil pipeline through their lands with the Sami people in 
northern Norway, who are opposed to the development of a large copper mine in their lands. A 
reception after the Forum allowed the Mayors for Peace delegation to talk with the Rector of 
Oslo University, who had cooperated with the Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in planting 
gingko trees in a separate ceremony held over the weekend. 
 
An afternoon reception also took place with the Mayor of Oslo and Mayors for Peace and ICAN 
representatives. The Mayor of Oslo has recently joined the Mayors for Peace and a meeting 
with the Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki also took place separately. At the reception the 
Mayor of Oslo noted the city strongly supported the work of the Mayors for Peace and were also 
active in promoting low carbon renewable energy policies and supporting the UN’s Millennium 
Development Goals, which includes the promotion of peace. 
 
An evening concert at the Oslo Arena showcased the work of ICAN and the nuclear 
disarmament movement over the past seven decades. Within the concert the singer and pianist 
John Legend played from a piano that had been damaged in the Hiroshima atomic weapon 
attack. It had been recently restored by a Japanese expert. The key messages from the Nobel 
Peace Prize ceremony were also reiterated within an event televised live to over 100 countries. 
 
The final event was the official opening of an exhibition on ICAN, nuclear weapons and the 
nuclear disarmament movement at the Nobel Peace Centre, close to City Hall. The ‘Ban the 
Bomb’ exhibition will be held at the centre over the next few months. 
 
The events in Oslo were instructive in showing the wide and popular support for nuclear 
disarmament and the large number of countries involved within it. However, it was noticeable 
that the main ceremony was boycotted by most nuclear weapons states. This level of 
intransigence is a real factor in discussions that will be held this year at the United Nations.    

 
4. Key discussions in the nuclear disarmament debate in 2018 

While there remains ongoing concern over the build-up of a nuclear weapons programme in 
North Korea and tensions with the United States and the international community, the United 
Nations will be the focus for discussions pushed forward by those states seeking genuine 
nuclear disarmament. 
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The UN’s International Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons was agreed on in 2017 
and it is likely to be formally ratified in 2018 after 50 states ratify it within their own laws. 
Considerable work is ongoing to contact those states who agreed to support the Treaty, as well 
as trying to persuade the block of states who have not supported it – nuclear weapon states, 
NATO members and what are often referred to as nuclear ‘umbrella’ states like Australia and 
Japan. It will not be easy to change minds, but it was noticeable, for example, during the Nobel 
Peace events in Oslo, that a lively discussion is taking place in Norway, a NATO member, over 
its stance with the treaty. Similar debates are taking place in other NATO members. 
 
The six states that were influential in lobbying for the treaty – Austria, the Republic of Ireland, 
South Africa, Mexico, Nigeria and Brazil – have put forward their views on how to progress the 
treaty in a joint opinion piece, which is attached as Appendix 1. In November a resolution was 
also adopted at the UN to agree upon a High-Level conference on nuclear disarmament to take 
place in New York on May 14th – 16th 2018. The principal aim for this conference will be to make 
progress on effective measures for nuclear risk-reduction and disarmament. The resolution also 
notes that nuclear weapon states have previously agreed to attend conferences on 
disarmament, and it also calls for a nuclear weapons convention to be fully discussed.  
 
The UK Government is considering whether it will attend the May conference. The Mayors for 
Peace and groups within ICAN-UK will seek to clarify that matter with them. An early indication 
on the Government’s views in reference to the May conference will come on January 18th when 
the UN Security Council holds a special session chaired by the President of Kazakhstan on the 
topic of ‘Weapons of Mass Destruction and Confidence Building Measures’. Kazakhstan have 
made a proposal to encourage nuclear weapon states to adopt or affirm ‘no-first use’ policies 
and achieve the global elimination of nuclear weapons no later than 2045. Non-nuclear states 
on the Security Council will be encouraged to sign the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons during the special session. 
 
A meeting of the ICAN-UK Steering Group to discuss strategy for 2018 with UK Government 
policy on nuclear weapons will take place at the end of January. The Chapter Secretary plans 
to attend this meeting. 

 
4. UK and Ireland Mayors, Provosts and Leaders for Peace Chapter meeting, 1st December 

The Chapter held a seminar in Manchester on the 1st December to consider some of the key 
issues of interest to it. Rather than a business meeting, a seminar approach was developed so 
as to bring expert speakers in to talk about the core issues to Chapter members. A number of 
Mayors, senior councillors and NGO representatives attended the meeting. 
 
The seminar was opened and chaired by the Lord Mayor of Manchester, Councillor Eddy 
Newman. He outlined his involvement in the August Mayors for Peace Conference held in 
Nagasaki, Japan and his personal commitment to the Mayors for Peace. 
 
The first half of the seminar considered the implications of ICAN’s Nobel Peace Prize on the UK 
debate. Elizabeth Minor of Article 36 and the ICAN UK Steering Group noted that ICAN would 
use the added publicity from the Peace Prize to lobby for full implementation of the Treaty on 
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. In the UK it was important that the 22 groups that make up 
ICAN-UK work together put pressure on the UK Government to engage in this disarmament 
process. It was also important to promote cross-party political support for the treaty. A joint 
ICAN-UK letter was sent to the UK Government to coincide with the Nobel ceremony, and it was 
published in ‘The Guardian’ newspaper. The letter is attached as Appendix 2. 
 
Dr Nick Ritchie, Lecturer in International Security at the University of York, talked about the 
impact of the Nobel Peace Prize for ICAN in terms of changing the scope of the disarmament 
debate. After years of turgid stalemate within the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Review 
Conferences, the development of UN conferences on the humanitarian consequences of 
nuclear weapons, which culminated in the Prohibition Treaty, has seen non-nuclear weapon 
states and the international NGO community somewhat take control of the debate at the UN and 
put the nuclear weapon states on the defensive. This has led to concern from the nuclear 
weapon states that they could lose the public opinion debate in their own countries, at a time 



M4P Briefing No 13 Nobel Peace ceremony & Chapter initiatives  4

when all of them are modernising and spending large resources on upgrading their nuclear 
weapon programmes. 2018 will see both sides of the debate trying to assert their views, and it 
will remain within the wider context of concern over North Korea’s nuclear weapons programme. 
 
The Chapter Secretary noted the widening in the remit of Mayors for Peace to concentrate not 
just on the nuclear weapons issue, put on wider peace issues of local concern, such as the 
threat of terrorism, the refugee crisis and the climate change crisis. In 2018 attempts will be 
made to highlight all of these issues through the Chapter. It is also important to try and increase 
the amount of members within the Chapter and a recruitment campaign will take place 
emphasising the wider remit of issues Mayors for Peace wishes to highlight. 
 
The final speaker at the seminar focused on one of these wider issues. Nick Taylor, Chief 
Executive of the Tim Parry Johnathan Ball Peace Foundation, based at the Warrington Peace 
Centre. The Foundation promotes community peace initiatives, educational programmes and 
strategies to reduce violent extremism. The Foundation has been heavily involved in the 
humanitarian after-effects of the four terrorist attacks that took place in 2017 – three in London 
and the Manchester Arena attack. The Foundation has been assisting in the counselling of 
people directly affected by these incidents as well as promoting strategies to support community 
engagement and solidarity to reduce the radicalisation of some young people. In Manchester 
the Foundation has worked with Greater Manchester Combined Authority, Manchester City 
Council and the Manchester Evening News on the ‘We Stand Together’ campaign. This is 
looking at positive ways to bring diverse communities together and involves new strands of 
peace education techniques. An innovative peace education programme is now being piloted at 
a number of schools with the aim of it being launched across all schools in Greater Manchester 
later in 2018. The Chapter welcomed this type off work as an example of best practice. 
 
Following on from this, the city of Sheffield will be holding a special Mayors for Peace event in 
the Peace Gardens by Sheffield Town Hall on the 30th January. This will celebrate Sheffield 
being part of the UK and Ireland Chapter. The event will promote work undertaken in the city to 
support schools in encouraging children to become peer mentors and peace makers, learning 
how to deal with conflict through resolution. Chapter members are welcome to attend this event, 
which will be held between 1 – 3pm. 
 
The next Chapter meeting is being planned for the 23rd March in Leeds Civic Hall with further 
details on this meeting to follow. It is hoped to hold a further Chapter meeting later in the year 
as well. Consideration of a set-piece lecture with a prominent speaker is also being investigated. 

 
5. Gingko tree project           

As an example of trying to promote the issues around nuclear weapons through promoting 
peace education, Manchester urges Chapter members to consider its ‘Project G’ initiative, which 
is now coming to its culmination. 
 
Started in 2015, Manchester received a number of gingko tree seeds from Hiroshima that 
originate from a tree damaged in the atomic bombing in 1945 which regrew shoots the following 
spring. They are powerful symbols of peace and regeneration after a disaster. As noted above, 
town and cities all around the world have received seeds / saplings such as Oslo, Sarajevo, 
Volgograd, Granollers, Ypres, Geneva and Vienna.  
 
Manchester has been growing the gingko trees in the National Trust site at Dunham Massey 
House and Country Park close to Manchester Airport. While the seeds were growing it instituted 
an art and poetry competition at which a number of Manchester primary schools took part. They 
were exhibited at Manchester Museum during the 70th anniversary of the Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki atomic weapon attacks. In November 2015 the Mayor of Hiroshima and Lord Mayor 
of Manchester met some of the children who took part in the project, and they were awarded 
certificates and a manga book explaining the bombings. In 2017 two prominent events took 
place – a visit to Manchester Town Hall of two survivors (hibakushas) of the Hiroshima bomb, 
who talked to children of their experience and answered their questions; and an event in 
Manchester Museum where the participating primary schools developed peace plans to support 
receiving the trees and remembering the recent Manchester Arena attack.  
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In December, four Manchester primary schools – St Bernard’s Primary School in Burnage, St 
Margaret Mary’s Primary School in New Moston, Webster’s Primary School in Greenheys and 
Heald Place Primary School in Rusholme – received their gingko trees for planting. A fifth tree 
was also donated to Manchester Children’s Hospital to go into their new sensory garden. It is 
planned to hold a follow-up event with the schools in Manchester Museum in March, where a 
sixth tree will be planted at Manchester University. Other trees are planned to be planted at 
special sites in the city centre, along within a number of Manchester parks. 

 
The project has provided an excellent opportunity to promote the story of Mayors for Peace in 
Manchester and has also provided an innovative way to promote peace education. 
 
Four other Mayors for Peace members have gingko seeds from Hiroshima, with others likely to 
follow. The four are Edinburgh, the Shetland Islands, Hull and Oldham. Each has different 
projects planned with them. If you would like to get some gingko tree seeds from Hiroshima 
please consider where they can be nurtured and grown, as they need to be in greenhouses 
receiving special care for around two years. Further details can be found by contacting the 
Chapter Secretary Sean Morris – s.morris4@manchester.gov.uk. 

 
6. Signing the ICAN pledge for a nuclear weapons free world 

A further action that Chapter members can do is to sign the ICAN pledge for a nuclear weapons 
free world. Originally designed for Parliamentarians, the pledge encourages them to work with 
supportive groups in the disarmament movement. A Chapter media release was issued in 
December to support ICAN’s award of the Nobel Peace Prize and it noted the encouragement 
for Mayors and councillors to sign the ICAN pledge. A copy of the media release can be found 
in Appendix 3. 
 
Coinciding with the Nobel Peace Ceremony, the Lord Provost, the Leader and senior councillors 
from Glasgow City Council signed the ICAN pledge, which was publicised in local papers. In 
Manchester, the Lord Mayor of Manchester, with senior councillors and Afzal Khan MP, signed 
the same pledge. Other Chapter members are encouraged to do the same and send a photo 
signing the pledge to the Secretariat. 
 
Photos of the Glasgow and Manchester ceremonies, as well as photos of the other events noted 
above, are attached in Appendix 4. 

 
7. Conclusions and recommendations 

2017 was a contradictory year in the nuclear weapons debate. On one hand, the agreement of 
the International Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons at the United Nations and ICAN 
being awarded the Nobel Peace Prize were great achievements for the nuclear disarmament 
movement, and should be very much welcomed. However, the escalating crisis with North 
Korea’s nuclear weapons programme, coupled with plans amongst all nuclear weapon states to 
spend huge resources on modernising their nuclear weapons could be seen as deeply 
perturbing. There are though clear shifts in the debate on nuclear weapons and a heightened 
determination amongst non-nuclear weapon states. This is having an effect and alarming those 
few states who do possess such weapons, particularly in its effect on domestic public opinion. 
It is up to NGOs like Mayors for Peace and ICAN to continue to apply that pressure, particularly 
at the May meetings of the Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty Preparatory Conference in Geneva 
and the High Level Conference on Nuclear Disarmament in New York. 
 
On a further positive note, 2017 has also seen membership of Mayors for Peace pass the 7,500 
mark by the end of the year, and the target of 10,000 members by August 2020 remains a 
realistic possibility. The key now is not just to increase membership but to deepen it, and the 
aim of the UK and Ireland Chapter in 2018 will be to achieve that through its own meetings. 
 
Chapter members are encouraged to: 

• Consider holding events like the one being undertaken by Sheffield on the 30th January. 

• Seek to attend or send a representative to the Chapter meeting in Leeds Civic Hall on 
the 23rd March. 
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• Consider applying, via the Secretariat, for some gingko tree seeds from Hiroshima to 
plant at sites in your town / city / county. 

• Promote your membership of Mayors for Peace in Council events to support Holocaust 
Memorial Day, World Refugee Day, Hiroshima and Nagasaki Day and International 
Peace Day. 

• Consider ways to promote peace education as part of local strategies encouraging 
community cohesion and tolerance. It is worth looking at the Manchester ‘We Stand 
Together’ campaign website and the Discovering Peace website which promotes city 
centre peace trails - 
http://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/allabout/westandtogether 
http://www.discoverpeace.eu/choose-a-city   

• Sign the ICAN pledge for a nuclear weapons free world and promote it locally. 

• Support the changes to Mayors for Peace in Europe when they are agreed upon later 
this year. 
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Appendix 1 
Opinion piece by the Foreign Ministers of N on the next steps forward following the 

agreement of the International Treaty to Prohibit Nuclear Weapons 
 

Op-Ed: The pathway to a world without nuclear weapons 

November 13, 2017 

In a special Op-Ed, the foreign ministers of Austria, Brazil, Ireland, Mexico, Nigeria and South 
Africa outline their vision for the pathway to a world without nuclear weapons based on the 
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. Their six governments, respectively, were the 
leaders in the development, promotion and successful negotiation of the first international 
legal ban of nuclear weapons, which was recognized by the Nobel Peace Prize Committee as 
a potential watershed moment for nuclear disarmament.  
 
Last July, the international community reached a historic agreement to ban nuclear weapons. Our 
six countries are proud to have joined this effort from the very beginning. 
 
On 6 October 2017, our endeavours were recognized by the most prestigious of institutions, the 
Nobel Peace Prize, conferred upon the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) 
“for its work to draw attention to the catastrophic humanitarian consequences of any use of nuclear 
weapons and for its ground breaking efforts to achieve a treaty-based prohibition of such weapons”. 
We fully concur that ICAN has played a central role in highlighting the incompatibility of nuclear 
weapons with International Humanitarian Law, and we are extremely encouraged by this award, 
bestowed upon one of our closest partners in mobilizing for the new treaty. The award is not only a 
well-deserved tribute to ICAN’s relentless support for nuclear weapon prohibition, but, most 
importantly, will be in and of itself a major contributor to the cause of a world free of nuclear weapons, 
to which all nations should be bound. 
 
Weapons of mass destruction are cruel and indiscriminate. They wreak havoc and cause massive, 
unacceptable loss of life. More than seventy years after Hiroshima and Nagasaki the United Nations 
has decided to adopt a legally-binding instrument that, once and for all, outlaws these weapons. In 
the wake of decades of virtual paralysis on multilateral nuclear disarmament negotiations the new 
treaty, which opened for signature on 20 September, represents a major paradigm shift on how the 
international community deals with a truly existential threat against life on the planet. 
 
By banning the only category of weapons of mass destruction yet to be subjected to a global 
prohibition, the agreement seeks to stigmatize the possession of nuclear weapons. The existence 
of approximately 15,000 nuclear warheads with more than 2,500 megatons of destructive energy – 
enough to destroy the planet several times over – is a stark reminder of our collective vulnerability 
and of the urgent need to prohibit and eliminate these atrocious weapons as the only possible way 
to ensure that they will never be used again. 
 
The treaty reflects the growing consensus among the international community that weapons of mass 
destruction cannot enhance national or international security and have no place in military doctrines 
for the 21st century. 
 
The new treaty is based on the firm conviction that any use of nuclear weapons would be abhorrent 
to the principles of humanity and the dictates of public conscience. It was the logical result of the 
discussions on the humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons held under the aegis of the 
Humanitarian Initiative. The main conclusion was that atomic warfare and international humanitarian 
law are mutually exclusive. In a nutshell, the devastating consequences of any single nuclear 
detonation – let alone of nuclear war – would entail severe implications for the global environment, 
economy, socioeconomic development, food security, and health,- threatening the survival of 
humanity itself. 
 
The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons is consistent with and complementary to the 
Treaty on the Non- Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), which obliges all States Parties to 
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pursue in good faith and bring to a conclusion negotiations leading to nuclear disarmament in all its 
aspects under strict and effective international control. 
 
In establishing a universal prohibition of core activities related to nuclear weapons, the new 
instrument contributes thus to the implementation of the NPT and strengthens the existing 
international nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament regime. It opens a pathway for States 
possessing or hosting nuclear weapons to join in when they are ready through a time-bound, 
verifiable and irreversible process of nuclear disarmament. In order to take into account the positions 
of those countries, the treaty does not spell out the details of this process, but envisages additional 
arrangements to be agreed upon in the context of future accession of States possessing nuclear 
weapons. 
 
With the adoption of the text this July, the United Nations sent a powerful message that States need 
to reconsider the role of nuclear weapons in security doctrines and to work towards the goal of a 
more secure and safer world for all nations. The only way to guarantee that nuclear weapons are 
never used under any circumstances is through their total elimination and the legally-binding 
assurance that they will never be produced again. 
 
Driven by a strong sense of responsibility and urgency, Austria, Brazil, Ireland, México, Nigeria and 
South Africa, as part of a group of more than a hundred-and-twenty states, are convinced that the 
current security environment allows no room for procrastination. Humanity cannot afford to wait for 
the “right time” to come to do away with nuclear weapons. We would also like to acknowledge here 
the crucial contribution that has been made by civil society to the process”. 
 
We remain committed to doing our utmost to achieve the ultimate goal of a world free of nuclear 
weapons. Our six countries call upon the entirety of the international community to join us in this 
effort which is crucial for the survival of mankind. 
 
Co-signed by: 
• Mr Sebastian Kurz, Federal Minister for Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs of 

Austria 

• Mr Aloysio Nunes Ferreira, The Minister of External Relations of Brazil 

• Mr Simon Coveney TD, The Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade of Ireland  

• Mr Luis Videgaray Caso, The Secretary of Foreign Affairs of Mexico  

• Mr Geoffrey Onyeama, The Honourable Minister for Foreign Affairs of Nigeria  

• Ms Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, The Minister of International Relations and Cooperation 
of the Republic of South Africa 
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Appendix 2 
ICAN UK Nobel Peace Prize letter published in The Guardian 

 
Letter published on the 8th December, 2017 
 
The International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) will receive the Nobel Peace 
Prize in Oslo on Saturday for focusing the world’s attention on the damage that nuclear weapons 
do, and for its work to persuade states to negotiate the UN treaty on the prohibition of nuclear 
weapons, whose adoption the majority of the world’s states have supported.  
 
Nuclear weapons cause indiscriminate death, unimaginable, long-lasting suffering and 
irreparable environmental damage. No responsible state with respect for human life can justify 
retaining them.  
 
However, the UK government has not only refused to sign the treaty, but has remained actively 
hostile to it – despite the government’s stated commitment to a world free from nuclear weapons.  
 
There are no safe hands for unsafe weapons. As UK partners of ICAN, we call on the 
government to work towards joining this treaty as soon as possible. 
 
Elizabeth Minor Article 36 
Rebecca Johnson Acronym Institute for Disarmament Diplomacy 
Kate Hudson Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
Sophie Neuburg Medact 
Cllr Ernie Galsworthy UK & Ireland Nuclear Free Local Authorities 
Dr Stuart Parkinson Scientists for Global Responsibility 
Stephen Herman Religions for Peace UK 
Anne Scott Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom UK 
Gina Langton-Durkin 80,000 Voices 
Robert Harrap Soka Gakkai International – United Kingdom 
Pat Gaffney Pax Christi UK 
Frank Jackson Abolition 2000 UK 
Brian Larkin Edinburgh Peace and Justice Centre 
Fiona MacGregor Hastings Against War 
Martin Bridseye Christian CND 
Dave Webb Yorkshire CND 
Brian Jones CND Cymru 
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Appendix 3 
Chapter media release on Nobel Peace Prize and the ICAN pledge for a nuclear 

weapons free world 
 

Mayors for Peace UK and Ireland Chapter Statement, 7th December 2017 

UK & Ireland Mayors, Provosts and Leaders for Peace Chapter welcomes 
ICAN receiving the Nobel Peace Prize – we can all work for a world without 
nuclear weapons 

 

This Sunday, December 10th the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) will 
formally receive the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize. As the local chapter of Mayors for Peace, the UK and 
Ireland Mayors, Provosts and Leaders for Peace Chapter warmly congratulates ICAN on being 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. ICAN has been highly effective in calling for a nuclear weapons free 
world and in assisting with the international agreement for a Nuclear Weapons Prohibition Treaty at 
the United Nations. 
 
ICAN is a unique coalition of 468 groups in 101 countries, with a Steering Committee and a Secretariat 
based in Geneva, Switzerland. (1) Mayors for Peace is a strategic partner with ICAN, led by the 
Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, who will lead a delegation attending this Sunday’s ceremony. 
 
To celebrate this ceremony and show support for the work of ICAN the Chapter is encouraging its 
members to sign the ICAN pledge to work for the signature and ratification of the Nuclear Weapons 
Prohibition Treaty amongst members states like the United Kingdom Government (who have said they 
do not support the Treaty) and the Republic of Ireland Government (who have signed and are in the 
process of ratifying the Treaty). (2) The Lord Mayor of Manchester, Councillor Eddy Newman, in his 
role as Vice President of Mayors for Peace and Chair of the Chapter, along with other Manchester 
councillors, has today signed the ICAN pledge. The ICAN pledge has also been signed today by a 
number of other prominent members, such as the Lord Provost of Glasgow and the Leader of Glasgow 
City Council.   
 
There are over 14,000 nuclear weapons still in the world today. With real concerns over North Korea’s 
nuclear programme there is no more important time for having groups like ICAN and Mayors for Peace 
working with the large majority of countries to sign and ratify the Nuclear Weapons Prohibition Treaty, 
and actively encouraging those who have not supported it to reconsider. 
 
The work of Hiroshima and Nagasaki educate us all on the terrible and devastating effects of nuclear 
weapons. Today’s nuclear weapons are even far more destructive than the bombs of 1945. If a nuclear 
weapon was ever used again, either deliberately or accidentally, the consequences could be harmful 
for millions, if not billions, of people. 
 
The Chapter is proud to be a part of the international nuclear disarmament coalition with ICAN and 
Mayors for Peace. It hopes the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize can help in galvanising 
governments together to find peaceful solutions to the conflicts that bedevil so much of our troubled 
world. 
 
Last Friday the 1st December, the Chapter held an informative seminar in Manchester considering the 
implications of ICAN’s Nobel Peace award, the impacts it could have on nuclear weapon states like 
the UK, the local moves towards promoting peace education that have come out of recent atrocities 
like the terrorist attacks on Manchester and London, and the ways Mayors for Peace looks to move 
forward between 2017 and 2020, the 75th anniversary of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki.  
 
The Lord Mayor of Manchester, Councillor Eddy Newman said: 
“As a member of Mayors for Peace and a strong supporter of, and partner with, ICAN I am delighted 
that it has won the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize. I welcome the work of ICAN and Mayors for Peace to 
work for a world without nuclear weapons and be dedicated to find peaceful solutions to all conflicts. 
The UK and Ireland Mayors, Provosts and Leaders for Peace Chapter will work on these joint 
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campaigns throughout 2018 as we seek to find ways to bring our communities together in a spirit of 
tolerance and respect.” 

 
Ends - for more information please contact Sean Morris, Chapter Secretary, on 0161 234 3244. 

 
Notes for editors: 
(1) ICAN website – http://www.icanw.org 
(2) The ICAN pledge, adapted for a local government audience – 

“We, the undersigned Mayors, Provosts and Councillors, warmly welcome the adoption 
of the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons on 7th July 2017 as a significant step 
towards the realization of a nuclear-weapon-free world.  
 
We share the deep concern expressed in the preamble about the catastrophic humanitarian 
consequences that would result from any use of nuclear weapons and we recognize the 
consequent need to eliminate these inhumane and abhorrent weapons.  
 
As Mayors, Provosts and Councillors, we pledge to work for the signature and ratification of 
this landmark treaty by our respective countries, as we consider the abolition of nuclear 
weapons to be a global public good of the highest order and an essential step to promote the 
security and well-being of all peoples.” 

(see http://www.icanw.org/projects/pledge) 
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Appendix 4 
Photos from the Nobel ceremonies, UK & Ireland Chapter meeting, Manchester’s gingko 

tree plantings and signing the ICAN pledge 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 

 

 

 

Right: Beatrice Fihn gives the 2017 
Nobel Peace Prize lecture in front of 
the Norwegian Royal family and 500 

invited guests 

The Mayor of Hiroshima, the UK & Ireland Chapter 
Secretary, the Mayor of Nagasaki, the Mayor of 

Frogn and Fabian Hamilton MP prior to the Nobel 
ceremony in Oslo City Hall 

The Chapter Secretary, the Rector of Oslo 
University, Biograd na Moru’s Jasminka Bajlo, the 
Mayors of Hiroshima and Frogn and Hiroshima’s 

Yasco Suehiro at the Nobel Forum, Oslo University 

Norwegian members of Mayors for 
Peace with the Mayor of Oslo, the 

Chapter Secretary and Jasminka Bajlo 

The Nobel Peace Ceremony in the 
Central Hall, Oslo City Hall, December 

10th 2017 
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Above: The Lord Mayor of Manchester opens 
the UK & Ireland Mayors for Peace Chapter 

seminar in Manchester 
 

Top right: Children from St Margaret Mary’s 
Primary School with their gingko tree 

 
Bottom right: Children from Heald Place 
Primary School plant their gingko tree 

 

 

  

The Lord Provost of Glasgow, Cllr Eva 
Bolander, signs the ICAN pledge, flanked 
by NFLA SC Scotland Vice Chair Cllr Bill 
Butler and the Leader of Glasgow City 

Council, Cllr Susan Aitken 

The Lord Mayor of Manchester, Cllr Eddy 
Newman, signs the ICAN pledge, flanked 

by (l to r) Cllr Basat Sheikh, Lady Mayoress 
Cllr Sheila Newman, Cllr Grace Fletcher-

Hackwood, Afzal Khan MP and Cllr Ali Ilyas 


