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   ICAN awarded Nobel Peace Prize   

   

 60,000 sign petition over Hinkley C ‘radioactive mud’  

   

As one of the 458 

members of its 102 

country coalition, the 

NFLA is delighted that 

the International Camp-

aign to Abolish Nuclear 

Weapons (ICAN) has 

been awarded the 2017 

Nobel Peace Prize. 

 

The Nobel Committee 

awarded ICAN the 

Peace Prize due to the 

dedication and skill they 

showed in persuading 

122 states to agree to 

the Nuclear Weapons 

Prohibition Treaty in 

July. 

 

ICAN was established 

just over a decade ago, 

and has its headquarters 

in Geneva. It is made up 

and supported by many 

disarmament and peace 

NGOs and has played an 

important role in the 

nuclear weapons debate. 

 

Mayors for Peace works 

closely with ICAN as 

well, and presented a 

letter of congratulations 

to them in Geneva. The 

Nobel ceremony will take 

place in December. 

 

NFLA sees the Peace 

Prize as a real step 

forward. A media release 

is on the NFLA website. 

Over 60,000 people 

have signed petitions 

raising concerns over 

public health and env-

ironmental issues in 

dredged mud from a 

Hinkley Point C project 

that could be dumped 

close to a site near 

Cardiff Bay. 

 

At the NFLA Welsh 

Forum held in Cardiff, 

independent marine co-

nsultant Tim Deere-

Jones explained that 

large amounts of 

material likely to contain 

levels of radioactive 

contamination would be 

discharged and then 

dredged from the 

Hinkley C site. It may 

be dumped under 

licence on a site not too 

far from Cardiff Bay.  

 

Both Cardiff & the Vale 

of Glamorgan Councils 

have publicly raised 

their concerns and the 

issue is being raised at 

the Welsh Assembly. 

 

Other speakers looked at 

new build, tidal & 

community energy.  

 

The NFLA All Ireland 

Forum has submitted its 

concerns over the 

potential effects Ireland 

could face from dev-

eloping Hinkley C.    

 

A NFLA briefing & media 

release is on its website. 
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Useful website / partner links: 

NFLA: http://www.nuclearpolicy.info 
CNFE: http://www.cnfe.eu  
Mayors for Peace: http://www.mayorsforpeace.org 
2020 Vision: http://www.2020visioncampaign.org  
KIMO: http://www.kimointernational.org 
ICAN-UK: http://www.ican-uk.org  
 

The NFLA Secretary with the Provost of East Ayrshire 

and other attendees at meeting in Kilmarnock 
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   NFLA Scotland debates the big nuclear & energy issues   

   

   NFLA England hears of exciting decentralised energy plans   

   

 60 years on from Windscale fire, how safe are old reactors?     

   

The NFLA English Forum 

held its autumn seminar 

in Hull and heard from 

speakers of the exciting 

potential of decentralised 

energy. 

 

Simon Burgess of 

Siemens explained the 

cooperation they were 

making with Councils 

around the country on 

developing renewable & 

decentralised energy.  

Siemens see ‘distributed 

energy’ as the future for 

global energy networks. 

 

Richard Burgess of the 

Spencer Group talked 

about Hull’s new energy 

plant that would have a 

variety of renewable 

sources on it such as 

anaerobic digestion, sol-

ar, wind and biomass. It 

would open in 2018. 

 

The NFLA Secretary 

looked at the sheer 

variety of decentralised 

schemes that now exist. 

He also looked at 

community energy and 

the moves many private 

sector firms are making 

in this area. The pres-

entations are on the 

NFLA website. 

The 10th October 2017 

was the 60th anniversary 

of the Windscale Piles 

Fire, the worst accident 

in UK nuclear history. 

The fire led to a 

radiation release across 

the UK and Europe. 

To commemorate the 

disaster, the NFLA has 

published a report that 

analyses growing con-

cern that some of the 

UK’s existing reactors, 

some over 40 years old, 

are a real risk. 

The report looks in 

detail at the Hunterston 

and Hinkley Point B 

plant which have been 

subject to concerns 

over cracks to the grap-

hite bricks around the 

core. The report is on 

the NFLA website.   

 

The NFLA Scotland 

Forum met in Glasgow 

and discussed all the 

major Scottish nuclear 

and energy issues of 

relevance to it. 

Cllr Feargal Dalton was 

elected as its Convener 

and Cllr Audrey Doig 

its Vice Convener, with 

Cllr Bill Butler elected a 

Vice Chair (Scotland) 

of the NFLA Steering 

Committee. 

The meeting welcomed 

the development of 

renewables in Scotland 

and was concerned 

with UK subsidy cuts. 

There was also support 

for the fracking ban. 

In its autumn seminar, 

the Forum heard of the 

risks of defence and 

civil nuclear transports, 

concerns over aging 

nuclear reactors and a 

call for a radically 

designed Scottish ren-

ewable company. 

The presentations from 

the seminar will be 

shortly on the NFLA 

website.  

 

NFLA media releases 
September 2017: 

(On NFLA website.) 
• NFLA welcome the GM 

Big Clean Switch 

• NFLA Ireland submits 

its views on Hinkley 

Point C 
• On 60th anniversary of 

Windscale, NFLA 

publishes briefing on 
aging nuclear reactors 

• NFLA delighted with 

ICAN being awarded 

the Nobel Peace Prize 

• On 60th anniversary of 

the first British nuclear 

test, NFLA welcomes 

re-dedication of 

memorial stone to 

veterans 

• NFLA England looks at 

new and exciting 

decentralised energy 

projects 

• As the Scottish 

Government bans 

fracking, NFLA 

highlight radiation risk  

 

 

The BNTVA memorial stone by 
the Cenotaph, St Peter’s Square, 

Manchester 
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Three major Mayors for Peace events held in Manchester   

   

 NFLA welcomes ‘GM Big Clean Switch’ initiative   

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

   

 

The NFLA welcomes an 

exciting joint initiative 

of the Greater Man-

chester Combined Aut-

hority and the NGO 

‘Big Clean Switch’. 

Launched in October, 

this scheme seeks to 

encourage larger org-

anisations and the 

local public to sign up 

to tariffs with 100% 

renewable energy pro-

viders. A pilot study 

suggested an annual 

bill reduction of around 

£280 per household. 

The 10 GM Councils 

have signed up to it 

along with large 

organisations like the 

football club Bolton 

Wanderers and the 

University of Salford. 

The aim of the scheme 

is to support renew-

able energy companies 

and help those most 

affected by fuel 

poverty. 

Similar schemes have 

taken place, but none 

as large as this one. 

Should it be successful 

then other parts of the 

country may follow. A 

media release is on the 

NFLA website.   

October saw three 

events held by Manch-

ester in its role as a 

Vice President of 

Mayors for Peace. 

 

The first involved the 

re-dedication of a 

memorial stone to the 

British Nuclear Test 

Veterans Association, 

on the 60th anniversary 

of the first test. 

Veterans from around 

the county joined with 

senior BNTVA reps, 

multi-faith reps, senior 

councillors and the Lord 

Mayor to re-dedicate 

the stone, now part of 

the Cenotaph complex. 

 

The second event was a 

civic reception for the 

Mines Advisory Group 

on the 20th anniversary 

of them receiving the 

Nobel Peace Prize for 

the Landmine Ban 

Treaty. ICAN followed a 

similar strategy in 2017. 

 

The third is a schools 

event of its ‘Project G’ 

Hiroshima seeds. At this 

event school children 

drafted peace plans. A 

report is on the M4P 

and NFLA websites. 

 

NFLA Scotland 

business meeting, 1st 

December, LEAF 

Centre, Portland St, 
Manchester 

 

 

NFLA Steering 

Committee and 

Annual General 

Meeting, 1st 
December, LEAF 

building, Portland 

St, Manchester  
 

 
 

 

NFLA & Mayors for 

Peace joint seminar 

on nuclear weapons 

and peace building, 
1st December, LEAF 

building, Portland St, 

Manchester 
 

NFLA AGM & joint 

seminar with Mayors 
for Peace, 1st 

December 2017: 

 

The NFLA AGM and last 

Steering Committee meet-

ing of 2017 will this year 

be held in Manchester. 
 

There will also be a 

special afternoon seminar 
organised with the Mayors 

for Peace which will look 
at the following issues:  

• Why was ICAN 

awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize and what 

are the future pro-

spects for the Nuclear 

Weapons Ban Treaty? 

• What are the prospects 

for changing the nuc-

lear weapons debate in 

the UK? 

• How do we protect the 

public from terrorism 
and de-radicalise those 

that may attack us? 

• What are the future 

plans for Mayors for 

Peace and how can it 

cooperate further with 

NFLA? 

 

Flyers will be sent out 

shortly and members are 
encouraged to register. 

 

 

MAG Ambassador Sir Bobby 
Charlton with the Lord Mayor of 
Manchester at civic reception 


