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   UK election & nuclear policy impacts  

   

  Damning NAO report on Hinkley Point C financing deal  

   

The ‘snap’ 2017 general 

election held on June 8 

has led to a ‘hung’ UK 

Parliament and real 

uncertainty over future 

policy. 

 

The Conservatives can 

only govern with an 

overall majority via a 

‘confidence and supply’ 

deal with the DUP. It 

will take time to see if 

this agreement is work-

able at a time when 

‘Brexit’ divides opinion. 

 

This inconclusive result 

could also put a number 

of nuclear policy issues 

into question. 

 

For example, in the area 

of radioactive waste 

management a number 

of planned consultations 

are likely to be delayed 

for some time as 

government ministers 

have changed. 

 

The issues in leaving the 

Euratom Treaty are very 

complicated and could 

be delayed in the Houses 

of Commons and Lords. 

 

Financing new nuclear 

and Trident may also see 

critical challenge. NFLA 

will ensure it is at the 

heart of these debates.  

The National Audit 

Office (NAO) has 

published a damning 

report on the financing 

deal between the UK 

Government and EDF 

Energy to build a new 

nuclear reactor at 

Hinkley Point. 

 

The report argues that 

the deal has “locked 

consumers into a risky 

and expensive project 

with uncertain strategic 

and economic benefits.” 

 

The NAO calculate that 

expected costs to the 

taxpayer of indirect 

subsidies to EDF has 

risen from £6bn to a 

huge £30 bn. 

 

NAO note that EDF may 

have to seek further 

financial assistance due 

to their own ‘financially 

weakened state’ and 

the whole project does 

not provide value to 

money for the taxpayer. 

 

NFLA sees this report as 

a damning indictment of 

the new nuclear project. 

As costs have ballooned 

for nuclear – leaving 

Toshiba to ‘postpone’ 

the Moorside project – 

renewable projects are 

ever cheaper and faster 

to deploy. A detailed 

NFLA press release is on 

its website.    
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Innovative sculpture in Belgium suggesting 
governments have their ‘head in the radioactive sand’ 

over nuclear safety matters   
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   New NFLA SC meets as National Forums are planned  

   

   Mayors for Peace statements on Manchester & London  

   

 Major London conference on nuclear and renewables      

   

The UK and Ireland 

Mayors, Provosts and 

Leaders for Peace 

Chapter issued state-

ments of sympathy and 

solidarity after three 

terrible terrorist attacks 

took place in Manchester 

and London. 

 

Both cities were left in 

shock after a horrendous 

suicide bombing at the 

Manchester Arena and 

attacks with a van and 

knives near London 

Bridge and Borough 

Market. A follow up 

‘revenge’ attack then 

took place in Finsbury 

Park. 

 

For Mayors for Peace, 

such unreasonable att-

acks are to be 

condemned. The real 

community spirit shown 

after these incidents is 

humanity at its best. 

 

Similar attacks have 

taken place across 

Europe in recent times, 

and in the past few 

weeks in Afghanistan, 

Iraq and Iran. Mayors 

for Peace unites to say 

‘no’ to such violence.  

 

The NFLA welcomes a 

June CND Conference in 

London’s Conway Hall on 

the problems with 

nuclear power and the 

real benefits of moving 

towards renewable & 

decentralised energy. 

Over 150 delegates 

took part with some of 

the leading speakers 

around talking of the 

real risks of existing 

aging reactors and of 

new nuclear reactors. 

This was followed with 

a full analysis of the 

rapid growth of all 

renewables and local 

energy; reducing costs 

and being deployed 

quickly. A full report of 

the conference is on the 

CND UK website. 

 

The first meeting of 

the NFLA Steering 

Committee after major 

elections in England, 

Scotland and Wales 

took place in 

Manchester at the end 

of June. 

The meeting took 

stock of the elections 

and considered future 

directions in nuclear 

policy. A number of 

Councils are just 

finalising their NFLA 

representative, so the 

summer will allow the 

organisation to move 

forward. 

Late summer / autumn 

meetings for the four 

NFLA Forums are being 

arranged. The Scottish 

Forum will meet in 

Glasgow in late August. 

The Welsh Forum and 

All Ireland Forum will 

meet in September. The 

English Forum will take 

place in Hull the week 

after the September 

Steering Committee on 

October 6th. 

Further details of 

Forum meetings will be 

provided next month.   

NFLA media releases 

May 2017: 
(On NFLA website.) 

 

• ‘The Times’ is right 

that Hinkley C shows 

the UK Government 

needs a new energy 
policy 

 

• NAO report highlights 

Hinkley Point C is a 

risky venture and not 

value for money in 
comparison to 

renewables 

 

• Mayors for Peace 

statement on London 
terrorist attack calls 

for sympathy and 

solidarity 
 

Europe backs Irish-
French interconnector 

The European Commission 

has awarded €4m to fund 

a new energy inter-

connector between France 

and Ireland. 

 
The Celtic Interconnector 

will unlock greater integ-
ration of renewables into 

the European grid and 

galvanise the Irish off-
shore wind industry. 

 

It will feature around 

600km of cables and 

transmit 700MW of 

electricity from the south 

Irish coast to the north- 
west French coast. 

 

It has accelerated due to 

the UK’s ‘Brexit’ vote and 

is seen as important for 

the development of ren-

ewable energy in Ireland. 

NFLA broadly welcome it. 
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 Community energy and its important role for the future  

   

 Nuclear Ban Treaty set to be agreed in New York   

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

   

 

The second global UN 

Conference to develop 

a nuclear weapons ban 

treaty began in mid- 

June in New York.  

It is expected to 

conclude in early July 

and good progress is 

being made to come 

up with a final treaty. 

Again all nuclear 

weapon states, inclu-

ding the UK, have boy-

cotted the conference. 

ICAN and Mayors for 

Peace are representing 

NFLA views at the con-

ference. Should a treaty 

be agreed, it will put 

pressure on all nuclear 

weapon states and it 

pledges the UN to play 

a more prominent role 

in nuclear disarmament. 

The Treaty will be one 

of the focal issues of 

discussion at the up-

coming Mayors for 

Peace Executive and 

General Conference in 

Nagasaki on the 7th – 

10th August. 

Registration for the 

conference is now 

open and further 

details can be found 

on the Mayors for 

Peace website.  

The NFLA Secretary 

was pleased to attend 

the fourth annual UK 

Community Energy Co-

nference.  

 

Hosted in Manchester 

for the first time, the 

conference brought 

together over 300 

delegates, many from 

local community energy 

schemes. 

Sponsored by Co-op 

Energy, delegates heard 

that community energy 

had grown rapidly over 

the past few years. 

 

However, current UK 

Government policy and 

the reduction of subsidy 

has made it much more 

difficult to deliver new 

schemes, as speaker 

after speaker noted. 

Keynote speakers said 

the reduction in costs, a 

growth in interest in 

district heating and 

energy storage, and 

innovative energy fin-

ancing solutions allow 

for some progress, but 

national policy needs to 

change.  A full conf-

erence report will be on 

the Coop Energy 

website shortly.  

Mayors for Peace 

Executive and 

General Conference, 

Nagasaki University, 
7th – 10th August  

 

Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki Days, 6th 

and 9th August 

NFLA Scotland, 

Glasgow City 

Chambers, 25th 

August (date tbc) 
 

NFLA Wales, Cardiff 

County Hall, 15th 
September (date 

tbc) 
 

NFLA All Ireland 

Forum, 22nd 

September (date and 

venue tbc). 
 

NFLA SC, 29th Sept, 

Manchester Central 
Library. 

 
NFLA England, 6th 

October, Guildhall, 

Hull. 

Over 50,000 

demonstrate in 

Belgium, Netherlands 
and Germany over old 

nuclear reactors: 
A huge ‘human chain’ of 

50,000 people in Belgium, 

Germany and the Nether-

lands highlighted the real 

concerns that exist over 
the risk of aging nuclear 

reactors.  
 

The ‘Chain Reaction’ 

group, that organised the 
event, called on the 

Tihange and Doel nuclear 

reactors in Belgium to be 

closed down immediately 
over safety concerns.  

 

The chain, over a triangle 
of land bordering the 

three countries, was a 
highly impressive public 

symbol of the call for 

urgent closure. A large 
sculpture showing an 

ostrich in a radioactive 

waste drum highlighted 

the feeling that the 
Belgian government has 

its ‘head in the sand’ over 

the issue. 
 

CNFE in Vienna warmly 

welcomed the event and 

supports the calls for 

closure, which is also 

endorsed by the NFLA. 

 

 

The CEO of the Renewable Energy 
Association Dr Nina Skorupska 

outlines the policy challenge for the 
community energy sector 


