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   ‘Brexit’ & ‘Brexatom’ begins                                                          

   

  ‘Aberystwyth Declaration’ launched on Fukushima Day  

   

The UK Government 

formally invoked in late 

March ‘Article 50’ of the 

Lisbon Treaty to start 

the process of leaving 

the European Union. 

 

The process now begins 

with a two year long 

negotiation to extricate 

the UK from EU laws, 

determine new treaties 

and trade deals. As part 

of this process, the UK 

is also leaving the 

Euratom Treaty. 

 

Euratom provides the 

legal framework for civil 

nuclear power and 

radioactive waste man-

agement across the EU. 

 

All of this will provide 

the most profound of 

changes in nuclear policy 

since the Euratom 

regime was founded in 

1957. 

 

The NFLA Policy Advisor 

has put together a report 

on the key aspects on 

Euratom, and a compre-

hensive look at Brexit is 

being published in April. 

 

The NFLA ‘Brexatom’ 

report and presentation 

can be found on the 

home page of the NFLA 

website.  

‘Nuclear free’ groups 

from across Wales met 

in Aberystwyth over the 

weekend of the 6th 

anniversary of the 

Fukushima disaster. 

 

The NFLA Welsh Forum 

met in Ceredigion 

County Council offices 

with presentations on 

Wylfa and Welsh new 

nuclear, the economic 

problems besetting new 

nuclear and the more 

effective renewable and 

decentralised energy 

options. 

 

The following day a 

packed conference in 

the National Library of 

Wales brought together 

Welsh groups opposed 

to new nuclear build 

and in favour of the 

renewable alternatives. 

 

Speakers from Labour, 

Plaid Cymru and the 

Green party spoke of the 

need to seek ways to 

challenge the political 

support for new nuclear. 

 

Presentations were also 

given on safety issues 

with Hinkley, the Euro-

pean nuclear debate, 

getting key messages 

out and the benefits of 

decentralised energy.  

 

The ‘Aberystwyth Declar-

ation sums this up and is 

on the NFLA website.    
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   NFLA Ireland seminar on Brexit, RHI & Mayors for Peace 

   

   NFLA report looks in detail at stakeholder engagement  

   

 NFLA submits views on Wylfa GDA environmental issues    

   

The NFLA has published 

a detailed report on the 

state of stakeholder 

engagement in the UK 

around nuclear policy. 

 

The report includes a 

survey of NFLA and NGO 

members of civil and 

defence site stakeholder 

groups. It finds inconsist-

ency in approach, a lack 

of genuine scrutiny and 

real difficulty in finding 

information on them in 

the public sphere. 

 

The report also looks at 

the poor state of stake-

holder engagement in 

the nuclear sector. It is 

often piecemeal, quite 

unrepresentative in a 

number of forums and 

creates a feeling of a 

‘dialogue with the deaf’.  

The report singles out 

four good examples of 

engagement – CORWM 

1, the BNFL Stakeholder 

Dialogue, the MOD 

Submarine Dismantling 

Project and the Irish 

EPA Radiation Issues 

Committee. 

 

The report is on the 

NFLA website and is 

being discussed widely. 

The NFLA has submitted 

its views on the enviro-

nmental and discharge 

issues with the ABWR 

nuclear reactor design 

being planned for Wylfa 

in Anglesey and Oldbury 

in Gloucestershire. 

The NFLA is concerned 

that there is insufficient 

monitoring planned for 

a number of radioactive 

isotopes and no 

mention from Hitachi of 

spent fuel ‘loss of 

coolant accidents’ – as 

took place at the 

Fukushima site. 

 

NFLA has asked the 

regulator to address 7 

key issues before any 

approval is given. See 

its website for details. 

 

The NFLA All Ireland 

Forum held its spring 

seminar in Newry.   

The meeting focused 

on three core issues – 

Brexit and Ireland, the 

renewable heating cost 

over-runs and what 

happens next, and the 

need to encourage 

more Councils into the 

Mayors for Peace. 

The NFLA SC Policy 

Advisor Pete Roche 

gave a full analysis of 

the impact of the UK 

leaving the EU and the 

Euratom Treaty on 

Ireland. This includes 

real issues around the 

Irish single integrated 

energy market. 

Declan Allison of 

Friends of the Earth NI 

looked at the recent 

renewable heat scandal 

that had brought the NI 

Government down, and 

what it means for the 

future. The NFLA 

Secretary then outlined 

the nuclear weapons 

issue and Ireland’s 

positive disarmament 

role.  

Full details are on the 

NFLA website. 

NFLA media releases 

March 2017: 

(On NFLA website.) 

• NFLA disappointed 

with £100m loss on 

nuclear decomm-

issioning legal 

challenge 
• NFLA submits ABWR 

GDA response 

• NFLA welcomes the 

Aberystwyth 

Declaration 

• NFLA notes 75% 

support for UK to go 

to UN conference 

• NFLA publishes report 

on stakeholder 

engagement 

• NFLA commemorates 
Fukushima 6th 

anniversary with two 

major events in Wales 
• NFLA submits its 

views on Scottish 

energy strategy 

• NFLA concerned with 

ONR approval of  

safety reviews at 

Hinkley & Hunterston 
 

NFLA CONCERNED 

WITH ONR APPROVAL 

OF PERIODIC SAFETY 

REVIEWS AT HINKLEY 
& HUNTERSTON 

 

NFLA has publicised its 
concerns with regulatory 

approval for Periodic 
Safety Approval of the 

Hinkley Point and Hunter-

ston reactor sites. 
 

This comes at a time when 

increased cracks have 

been found in graphite 
bricks around reactor 

pressure vessels. The full 

detail of the NFLA’s 

concern is on its website. 
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 NFLA submits its views on Scottish energy futures   

   

 Hibakuska UK visit as great success as UN talks begin  

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

   

 

Two elderly but very 

energetic survivors of 

the Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki atomic bomb-

ings were involved in 

events across England 

and Scotland at the 

end of March. 

The ‘hibakuska’ talked 

of their personal exp-

erience of the attacks 

and its aftermath at 

special meetings in 

London, Glasgow, Edin-

burgh, Manchester and 

Oldham. 

Mayors for Peace and 

the NFLA supported 

these meetings which 

included specific civic 

events with the Deputy 

Lord Mayor of Man-

chester and the Mayor 

of Oldham. 

Globally, talks are 

beginning at the 

United Nations to 

discuss a nuclear 

weapons ban treaty. 

The UK Government 

has decided to boycott 

the event, whilst the 

Irish Government is 

playing a very active 

role in the talks. 

Further detail will be in 

the April newsletter. 

The NFLA has issued a 

detailed submission to 

the Scottish Govern- 

ment over its planned 

energy strategy from 

2017 – 2050. 

 

The NFLA welcome 

much of the strategy, 

and its new emphasis 

on working with 

Councils to develop 

decentralised energy. 

NFLA welcomes the 

ambitious targets in the 

strategy and calls for a 

little more clarity in 

some key areas – solar 

generation, energy 

efficiency, the role of 

district heating in 

balancing energy and 

the need for generating 

more low carbon heat.  

 

It opposes the plans to 

continue operating 

existing nuclear power 

plants, where it remains 

concerned after recent 

issues of cracks to 

graphite bricks around 

site reactor pressure 

vessels. 

 

The full NFLA response 

to the consultation, 

which closes on May 

30th, is on its website. 

 

NFLA Scotland 

meeting, NFLA 

Steering Committee 

and Organisation & 
Admin meeting, 

Committee Room 8, 

Manchester Town 
Hall, 7th April 

 
 
 

NFLA Steering 

Committee, Room 

301, Manchester 

Town Hall, 26th May 
 

NFLA English Forum 

meeting, Guildhall, 
Hull, 9th June 

 
 

Other NFLA 

National Forum 

meetings will be 

scheduled after the 
local elections. 

NFLA letters to the 
media, March 2017:  

(emailed to members) 
 

• New nuclear power 

– it’s not if we 

would, it is we 
should abandon it! 

 
• Joint letter to the 

Foreign Secretary 

challenging him to  

attend UN ban 
treaty conference  

 

 

Speakers at the NFLA Welsh Forum 
seminar in Aberystwyth, Ceredigion 

 

The two Hiroshima hibakusha being 
interviewed by Manchester TV channel 

 

The hibakusha speaking to children 

from Manley Park Primary School, 
Manchester 


