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   NFLA holds AGM in Dublin                                                          

   

  Meath and Wexford County Councils decide to join NFLA 

 

   

The NFLA held its AGM, 

Annual Policy Seminar, 

Steering Committee and 

a NFLA Scotland bus-

iness meeting in Dublin 

City Hall on the 25th 

November. 

 

Now concluding its 36th 

year as the principal 

local government voice 

on nuclear issues, the 

NFLA re-elected Cllr 

Ernie Galsworthy as its 

Chair for 2017. Cllr John 

Trainor was appointed 

NFLA All Ireland Forum 

Co-Chair. 

 

The NFLA Annual Policy 

Seminar considered a 

number of different 

currents in Irish and UK 

energy policy, Brexit and 

ongoing concerns over 

Sellafield, as well as the 

benefits of decentralised 

local energy solutions. 

In the NFLA Steering 

Committee members dis-

cussed in detail reports 

on new nuclear, radio-

active waste, decentral-

ised energy, nuclear 

safety and the nuclear 

weapons debate. 

 

NFLA Scotland met as 

well to discuss Scottish 

nuclear issues. A full 

report is being prepared 

on all the meetings.   

At meetings held in 

November, councillors 

from Meath & Wexford 

County Councils in the 

Republic of Ireland dec-

ided to join the NFLA. 

 

A locus for their 

decision lay in Irish 

concerns with a BBC 

documentary looking at 

whistleblower concerns 

on the Sellafield site.  

 

The lead NFLA member 

in the north of Ireland, 

Newry, Mourne & Down 

Council also passed a 

cross-party resolution of 

concern calling for 

improvements at the 

site. Councillors will 

take up an NDA invit-

ation to visit Sellafield. 

 

The NFLA’s call for the 

governments, north and 

south, to be more pro-

active in developing 

both renewable and de-

centralised energy also 

attracted the Councils. 

 

The NFLA welcomes 

Meath and Wexford into 

its organisation, and 

encourages Councils in 

Ireland, England, Wales 

and Scotland to also 

consider the benefits of 

membership. 

 

A NFLA media release on 

the matter can be found 

on the NFLA website.     

 

NFLA, c/o City Policy, 

Manchester City Council, Level 

3, Town Hall Extension, Lloyd 

St, PO Box 532, M60 2LA. 

s.morris4@manchester.gov.uk 

Tel: 00 44 (0)161 234 3244         
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 NFLA SC Chair  
Councillor Ernie Galsworthy 
 
NFLA UK & Ireland Secretary  
Sean Morris  
 
NFLA All-Ireland Forum Chairs 
Councillor John Trainor (North) 
Councillor Mark Dearey (RoI) 
 
NFLA All-Ireland Secretary  
Sinead Trainor 
 
NFLA English Forum Chair 
Councillor David Blackburn  
 
NFLA Scotland Convener 
Councillor Bill Butler 
 
NFLA Scotland Secretary 
Cathy Birrell 
 
NFLA Scotland / SC Policy 
Advisor Pete Roche 
 
NFLA Wales Forum Co-Chairs 
Cllr Ernie Galsworthy and  
Cllr Ed Bridges 
 

Useful website / partner links: 

NFLA: http://www.nuclearpolicy.info 
CNFE: http://www.cnfe.eu  
Mayors for Peace: http://www.mayorsforpeace.org 
2020 Vision: http://www.2020visioncampaign.org  
KIMO: http://www.kimointernational.org 
ICAN7UK: http://www.ican7uk.org  
 

Newry, Mourne & Down councillors with the NFLA 
Secretary & Cllr Dearey from Louth at the NFLA AGM, 

Dublin City Hall 
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   Wylfa / Trawsfynydd public meeting by NFLA & local groups 

   

   NFLA attends ONR NGO Forum and delicensing workshop   

   

 NFLA endorses report on AP1000 safety failings  

 

   

The NFLA Secretary 

attended the latest 

meeting between NGOs 

and the Office for 

Nuclear Regulation, or 

ONR, in London. 

 

The ONR NGO Forum 

involves a broad range of 

discussion on a number 

of nuclear safety issues 

of concern to NGOs. 

 

The main focus of the 

meeting is to discuss 

the ONR’s role in 

regulating radioactive 

waste management. 

 

The NFLA Secretary also 

attended a workshop 

organised by the UK 

Government, NDA and 

the three environmental 

agencies for England, 

Scotland & Wales. 

It considered the policy 

process that will be 

required to fully delic-

ence nuclear facilities 

following decommiss-

ioning. This wide-

ranging workshop look-

ed at legal, organ-

isational, practical and 

environmental issues. A 

consultation on these 

matters is expected 

early in the new year.  

The NFLA Steering 

Committee has endor-

sed a report by its 

Policy Advisor which 

outlines major safety 

worries with the AP1000 

reactor design being 

mooted for the Sella-

field Moorside site. 

 

The AP1000 design is 

currently going through 

the nuclear regulators 

assessment process.  

 

The report suggests the 

design is not robust 

enough and could lead 

to a major Fukushima 

style accident. NFLA 

argue the design should 

be rejected. The report 

can be found on the 

NFLA website. 

The NFLA Welsh Forum 

held a well attended 

joint meeting with local 

groups PAWB and 

CADNO that con-

sidered ‘big’ and ‘small’ 

nuclear proposals in 

Anglesey & Gwynedd.  

The meeting was held 

in Anglesey to allow 

local people and local 

councillors the chance 

to hear of the concerns 

of each group. 

A number of present-

ations were made by 

speakers from NFLA, 

PAWB and CADNO on 

various local and wider 

concerns over the new 

nuclear reactor being 

proposed at Wylfa and 

the potential for the 

Trawsfynydd site to 

host the UK’s first small 

modular nuclear reactor. 

 

An overview of how a 

wide renewable energy 

mix and decentralised 

energy could be a much 

better alternative was 

also given. A robust 

panel discussion was 

held. Presentations will 

go on the NFLA website 

shortly. 

 

NFLA media releases 

November 2016: 

(On NFLA website.) 
• NFLA endorses 

report on AP1000 

failings 

• NFLA concerned 

about €161 bn bill 

for Ireland in the 

event of a nuclear 

accident 

• NFLA hold key public 

meeting on Welsh 
new nuclear 

• NFLA welcomes 

Meath and Wexford 

into the NFLA 

• NFLA publishes 

report on decent-

ralised energy 

• NFLA report on Irish 

renewable energy 

futures   

 

NFLA SECRETARY 

PRESENTS TO BERLIN 

ENERGY AGENCY 
The NFLA Secretary 

provided an overview of 

the real moves towards 

decentralised energy at 
a two-day engagement 

session between staff of 

the Berlin State Energy 
Agency and Manchester 

City Council / Greater 

Manchester Combined 

Authority. 

 

The engagement came 

at Berlin’s request as the 
city state is considering 

a number of different 
strategies to develop 

decentralised local ener-

gy projects, such as 
district heat networks. 

 

The NFLA report on best 

practice in decentralised 

energy is on the NFLA 

website. 
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 Hiroshima Mayor comments on nuclear ban treaty vote  

   

 NFLA / KIMO joint letter over Emergency Towing Vessels   

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

 
 

   

 

NFLA and KIMO (which 

focuses on marine 

environment issues) 

have sent a joint letter 

to the Secretary of 

State for Scotland, 

David Mundell calling 

on him to restore a 

second Emergency To-

wing Vessel (ETV) to 

cover the west of 

Scotland. Only one 

ETV is in operation at 

present and it took 18 

hours to reach a 

stricken oil rig run 

aground on the Isle of 

Lewis. 

The letter was sent 

after recent media 

coverage (following a 

FOI request by a local 

MSP) uncovered a 2011 

letter between the 

Minister and the then 

Chief Executive of BP 

asking if the oil 

company could fund a 

second ETV. BP said 

no as none of their 

ships travel down the 

west coast of Scotland. 

The letter calls on the 

Minister to urgently 

restore a second ETV 

to ensure public safety 

on the west coast of 

Scotland. 

The Mayor of Hiroshima 

has welcomed the 

recent vote in the 

United Nations to 

convene negotiations in 

2017 for a legally 

binding instrument to 

ban nuclear weapons. 

 

Conferences will be held 

in March and June 2017 

in New York to discuss 

these matters. The 

Mayor of Hiroshima has 

written to all Mayors for 

Peace members asking 

them to be actively 

involved in lobbying 

their governments to 

participate in them. 

 

NFLA welcomes and 

supports the Mayor’s 

appeal, and it will 

encourage the UK and 

Irish Governments to 

attend these important 

conferences. 

 

The UK and Ireland 

Mayors, Provosts and 

Leaders for Peace Chap-

ter meet next in Man-

chester on January 25.  

Its latest policy reports 

on the Leeds Peace 

Lecture and the return 

of Hiroshima paintings 

is on the NFLA website.  

NuLEAF Steering 

Committee meeting, 

London, 7th 

December 
 

NFLA Steering 

Committee meeting, 
Manchester Town 

Hall, 25th January 
 

UK & Ireland Mayors, 

Provosts and Leaders 

for Peace Chapter, 

Manchester Town 
Hall, 25th January 

 

NFLA Scotland AGM, 
Glasgow City Ch’bers, 

3rd February 

Other NFLA 

National Forum 

meetings will be 

scheduled in the 
new year 

NFLA letters to the 

media,  

November 2016 
(emailed to members) 

• A just energy 

transition is needed 
in the UK in the 

same way as it is in 

Australia 

 

• De Rivaz likely to be 

wrong over costs 
and timing of 

Hinkley Point C 

 

• Wylfa Newydd will 

be of little local 

benefit to the people 

of Anglesey & 

Gwynedd 

 

 

Teachers and Mrs Karanaga, who was 
one of the original young artists from 

Jogakuin High School, exhibiting 1950s 
art returned recently from Manchester  

 

Manchester and GM officers engage with 
members of the Berlin Energy Agency on 

a fact-finding mission on decentralised 
energy policy 

PLEASE NOTE THAT 

THE NFLA DECEMBER 
2016 NEWSLETTER 

WILL BE PUBLISHED 

ON DECEMBER 15TH 
TO TAKE ACCOUNT 

OF THE CHRISTMAS / 
NEW YEAR BREAK. 


