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   Hinkley approved by Clarke                                                         

   

  Sellafield BBC documentary makes serious allegations 

 

   

The new Business and 

Energy Secretary Greg 

Clarke announced in 

Parliament that the UK 

Government has appr0

oved the Hinkley Point 

C nuclear power plant. 

 

The decision follows a 

six week review, after 

EDF had made its final 

investment decision in 

July. The review was 

undertaken to consider 

the national security 

issues of Chinese inv0

olvement in the project 

and other matters. 

 

Mr Clarke said the 

Government has agreed 

with EDF and CGN that 

no change in the owners 

of the development can 

occur without the 

approval of the Govern0

ment. However, a 

‘golden share’ in the 

facility will only apply to 

other new nuclear 

developments. 

 

NFLA joins with much of 

the media and other 

groups in being critical of 

this deal. It is the wrong, 

& an expensive, answer 

to future UK low carbon 

policy. Many legal, finan0

cial & practical obstacles 

still remain to realise the 

project by 2025. 

A BBC ‘Panorama’ doc0

umentary has made a 

number of serious 

allegations of safety 

lapses and dilapidated 

facilities at Sellafield in 

Cumbria. 

The documentary inc0

luded an interview with 

a former Sellafield 

senior manager turned 

‘whistleblower’ & some 

critical comments from 

former senior staff of 

NMP, which ran the 

site until April 2016. 

Key allegations that 

were made included a 

lack of staff in critical 

parts of the site, in 

one quarter alone this 

happened 19 times. It 

also suggested that 

uranium and plutonium 

material were being 

stored in degrading 

plastic bottles in a 

cupboard in one 

building. Some of the 

facilities are also in 

such a poor state they 

could collapse, whilst a 

fire on part of the site 

could be devastating. 

NFLA has called on a 

full inquiry of these 

matters. It has contact0

ed the Irish Govern0

ment for comment. A 

NFLA policy briefing on 

Sellafield has also been 

published on the NFLA 

website. 
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Useful website / partner links: 

NFLA: http://www.nuclearpolicy.info 
CNFE: http://www.cnfe.eu  
Mayors for Peace: http://www.mayorsforpeace.org 
2020 Vision: http://www.2020visioncampaign.org  
KIMO: http://www.kimointernational.org 
ICAN7UK: http://www.ican7uk.org  
 

5 Greater Manchester Mayors and other dignitaries at 
Oldham’s Mayors for Peace signing event 
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   NFLA Manchester seminar on renewable energy futures 

   

   ICAN0UK publish nuclear weapon convoy concerns report  

   

 NFLA joining forces for public meeting on Wylfa B  

 

   

The NFLA has welcomed 

an ICAN0UK report by 

the investigative journal0

ist Rob Edwards which 

highlights the risks and 

dangers of nuclear 

weapon road convoys up 

and down the roads of 

England, Scotland and 

Wales. 

 

The report notes 180 

safety incidents involving 

such convoys between 

2000 and 2016. 

 

It notes that the 

Ministry of Defence is 

struggling with skilled 

staff shortage, which 

could affect the convoys 

in the future. The 

secrecy of the convoys 

is also criticised – only 

the Police are informed 

of them, and Councils 

and fire services are 

not. The routes cover 

122 Councils who would 

have to assist if a 

convoy got into trouble. 

Case studies from 

Birmingham, Preston, 

Wetherby, Newcastle & 

Glasgow showed many 

people could be at risk. 

The full report and 

media release is on the 

NFLA website.  

The NFLA Welsh Forum 

is joining with local 

concerned groups to 

hold a public meeting 

about the issues, risks 

and concerns around 

building two new 

nuclear reactors at 

Wylfa in Anglesey. 

 

The meeting will be 

held in Llangefni, prov0

isionally on the 19th 

November. A public 

consultation on Wylfa 

Newydd is currently 

underway.  

 

Horizon Nuclear, owned 

by Hitachi wishes to 

make a final investment 

decision in 2019. Full 

details on the meeting 

will be issued shortly. 

 

The NFLA English 

Forum & NFLA Steering 

Committee held a joint 

seminar (after its 

business meeting) look0

ing at the renewable 

alternatives to new 

nuclear build. 

 

Speaking at the seminar 

was Professor Keith 

Barnham, author of the 

book ‘The Burning 

Answer’. Professor Bar0

nham talked about his 

‘Get if from the Sun’ 

initiative for local 

authorities and coops to 

develop renewable ene0

rgy, despite the lack of 

subsidy support. 

 

NFLA Policy Advisor 

Pete Roche also talked 

about the ways Councils 

were developing district 

heating and green gas 

policies and the great 

potential of both to 

deliver cheaper power 

than new nuclear. 

 

A NFLA Policy Briefing 

containing these deve0

lopments is published on 

the NFLA website. The 

presentations will also go 

on the website shortly. 

NFLA media releases 

September 2016: 

(On NFLA website.) 
 

• NFLA welcomes 

report highlighting 
risks of an accident 

from a nuclear 
weapons road 

convoy 

 
• NFLA calls on Irish 

Government to seek 

answers after BBC 
Sellafield 

documentary 

 
• Damning Sellafield 

documentary 

requires a full 
inquiry over serious 

allegations 
 

• NFLA notes study on 

climate change and 

support for nuclear 
or renewable energy 

around the EU 

 

NDA CHALLENGES 

MAGNOX LEGAL 

RULING 
 

At the NuLEAF meeting, 

the NDA confirmed that 

they would appeal to the 
legal ruling that found 

they had ‘manipulated’ 

and fudged’ the contract 
for cleaning up 12 

Magnox nuclear sites. 

 

NDA awarded the 

contract to Cavendish 

Flour over Energy 

Solutions. If the appeal 
fails a £200m compen0

sation bill may have to 
be paid by the state. 
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 Hibakuska speaking at London joint symposium  

   

 Oldham joins Mayors for Peace in special GM ceremony   

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

 
 

   

 

On the International 

Day to Eliminate 

Nuclear Weapons a 

special ceremony was 

held in Oldham Civic 

Centre, at which the 

Council formally joined 

Mayors for Peace. 

Oldham Council is the 

first British Council to 

sign the ‘Pledge to 

Peace’. This initiative 

encourages community 

cohesion and peace 

education at the local 

level. 

Present at the event 

were the Mayors of 

Oldham, Manchester, 

Bury, Bolton, Rochdale 

and Tameside, the 

Deputy Leader of Stock0

port and an Executive 

Member from Trafford. 

Presentations on the 

Mayors for Peace and 

Pledge to Peace were 

given and local groups 

joined Oldham’s Pledge 

to Peace Forum. 

Letters to the Mayors 

of Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki were pre0

sented to the Honorary 

Consul of Japan. A full 

report will go on the 

NFLA website shortly.   

The UK & Ireland 

Mayors, Provosts and 

Leaders for Peace 

Chapter is hosting a 

special meeting with 

the Japanese Peace 

Boat (including 5 

hibakuska / survivors of 

the bomb), ICAN, CND, 

Religions for Peace and 

Medact to highlight the 

humanitarian conseque0

nces of using nuclear 

weapons on a city.  

 

The meeting will take 

place on October 3rd in 

Friends House, London. 

A flyer is on the NFLA 

and Mayors for Peace 

websites. 

 

Two of the hibakuska 

will give their testimony 

of what they endured in 

August 1945. 

 Other speakers include 

Akira Kawasaki, the 

Director of the Peace 

Boat group; Rebecca 

Johnson of ICAN0UK, 

Rob Edwards on the 

nuclear convoys report 

noted above; and the 

Chapter Secretary.  

 

A full report of the 

event will be in the 

October newsletter. 

Mayors for Peace 

Chapter / Peace 

Boat / ICAN / CND 

/ Religions for 
Peace joint 

symposium, 3rd 

October, Friends 
House, London. 
 

NFLA Welsh Forum / 

PAWB / CND Cymru / 

FOE Cymru joint 

public meeting, 19th 
November, Llangefni, 

Anglesey (tbc).  

 

NFLA Scotland 

business meeting, 

NFLA SC, AGM and 

NFLA UK & Ireland 
Annual Policy 

Seminar, 25th 

November, Dublin. 

NFLA AGM 2016 TO 

BE HELD IN IRELAND, 
25TH NOVEMBER 

 

The NFLA AGM & Annual 
Policy Seminar 2016 will 

be held in Ireland. Final 
arrangements are being 

made, but it is likely to 

be held in Dublin. 
 

The seminar will focus 

on how smart and dece0

ntralised energy is the 
true alternative to new 

nuclear build or fossil 

fuels. Some prominent 
speakers will be recruit0

ed for the seminar. 

 

Other meetings that will 

be held include a NFLA 

Scotland Forum business 

meeting, a UK and 
Ireland NFLA Steering 

Committee meeting and 
the NFLA Annual General 

Meeting 2016. 

 
Full details will be 

provided in the October 

newsletter. NFLA Forum 

members in all four 

Forums are encouraged 

to attend this meeting. 

 

 

Some of the signatories to Oldham’s 
Pledge to Peace Forum, including GM 

CND and Glossop Peace Group with the 
Mayors of Oldham and Rochdale, who are 

both members of Mayors for Peace 


