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   Trident vote / Hinkley decision                                                         

   

  PRASEG meeting advocates decentralised energy solutions 

 

   

In July, the UK 

discussed two of the 

most important decis0

ions in nuclear policy – 

the replacement of the 

Trident nuclear submar0

ines programme and 

the Hinkley Point C 

nuclear reactor project. 

 

On Trident, Parliament 

voted for the renewal of 

the weapons system. 

NFLA disagrees with 

this decision, and will 

continue to campaign for 

a nuclear weapons free 

world. NFLA believes the 

cost of Trident replace0

ment is prohibitively 

expensive, and it sets a 

bad sign given the large 

number of states actively 

working at the UN for a 

full nuclear weapon ban 

treaty. 

 

At the end of July, EDF’s 

board made its final 

investment decision to 

go ahead with Hinkley 

Point C. However, the 

UK Government has 

decided to review the 

project before finally 

signing contracts with 

EDF. NFLA welcomes 

this break and calls on 

the UK Government to 

ensure this review looks 

at the full cost of new 

nuclear. 

The NFLA Secretary 

attended the Annual 

Conference of the Parl0

iamentary Renewable 

& Sustainable Energy 

(PRASEG) meeting in 

Westminster. 

The Conference looked 

at the potential for de0

centralised & devolved 

energy solutions across 

the UK – policies NFLA 

strongly supports and 

advocates for. 

PRASEG Chair Matthew 

Pennycook MP argued 

that a green energy 

revolution was under0

way around the world. 

Localised, decentralis0

ed & devolved energy 

should be a key part of 

this new energy mix. 

Case studies included 

the Nottingham Robin 

Hood Energy company, 

Co0operative Energy & 

the assistance being 

provided to Councils by 

Engie and E0on. Heat 

network projects in 

Greater Manchester and 

Islington were noted. 

The rapid growth of 

community energy was 

highlighted & speakers 

like Jeremy Leggett of 

‘Solar Century’ looked 

positively to the future.  

Lord Mandelson gave a 

keynote speech on 

‘Brexit’ & energy policy. 
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Useful website / partner links: 

NFLA: http://www.nuclearpolicy.info 
CNFE: http://www.cnfe.eu  
Mayors for Peace: http://www.mayorsforpeace.org 
2020 Vision: http://www.2020visioncampaign.org  
KIMO: http://www.kimointernational.org 
ICAN7UK: http://www.ican7uk.org  
 

The Lord Mayor of Manchester meeting Mike Stevenson prior 
to Hiroshima paintings returning to Japan (source: MCC) 
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   Workshop highlights issues around offsite nuclear pipelines 

   

   NFLA Scotland seminar on Brexit, Trident & radwaste  

   

 Global new nuclear construction in 2016 ‘at zero’  

 

   

NFLA Scotland will be 

holding its next business 

meeting and a seminar in 

Dunfermline, Fife on 

August 26th. 

 

The seminar will consider 

three highly relevant 

issues for Scottish and 

wider UK nuclear policy. 

 

The NFLA Secretary is 

developing a report on 

the potential impacts of 

the ‘Brexit’ decision to 

leave the EU on nuclear 

policy, and will profile 

this in relation to 

Scotland. 

 

CND Scotland will 

consider the impact of 

the Trident vote and the 

Brexit decision will have 

on Trident replacement 

within Scotland. 

The rest of the seminar 

will consider the 

different policies in 

Scotland and England / 

Wales over radioactive 

waste policy and how 

these may develop in 

the future. The NuLEAF 

Secretary and the NFLA 

Scotland Policy Advisor 

will speak to the Forum. 

A flyer is on the NFLA 

website. 

A report by nuclear 

policy experts Mycle 

Schneider and Anthony 

Froggatt has confirmed 

that there have been no 

new nuclear build 

projects starting con0

struction around the 

world in the first six 

months of 2016.  

 

They argue nuclear is 

having real issues with 

design and costs as 

renewables continue to 

expand rapidly.  

The report notes the 

challenges EDF is enc0

ountering in developing 

new nuclear reactors. At 

present, only China is 

making any great 

progress in developing 

new nuclear. 

The NFLA Secretary 

attended a workshop 

organised by Magnox 

that looked at the many 

issues in decommission0

ing offsite nuclear 

pipelines that discharge 

into the marine environ0

ment.  

 

As a number of nuclear 

sites across the UK 

move into the decomm0 

issioning phase, the 

issues around these 

offsite pipelines are 

quite complex. 

 

Case studies from 

Winfrith, Dounreay and 

Sellafield were profiled, 

each with a number of 

quite different issues. 

Land ownership, levels 

of contamination and 

characterisation of the 

pipeline were all seen as 

of real importance. 

 

Issues with the likes of 

OSPAR and the Euratom 

Treaty were noted, and 

the three national env0

ironment agencies are 

providing advice. 

 

NFLA welcome involve0

ment in this important 

nuclear policy process. 

NFLA media releases 

July 2016: 

(On NFLA website.) 
• DECC’s abolition, 

Scottish & Welsh 

policy & Hinkley C 
 

• Manchester returns 

paintings to Hiro0

shima 65 years on  

 

• NFLA calls for MPs 

to consider moral, 

ethical, economic 

and security issues 

and oppose Trident 

replacement  

 

LEEDS TO BECOME 

THE UK’s MAIN 

‘HYDROGEN CITY’?  
 

NFLA welcomes a 

project supported by 

Leeds City Council and 
Leeds City Region with 

Northern Gas Networks 

that could see the city 
becoming the first fully 

converted ‘hydrogen city’ 

for its heating. 

 

Northern Gas Networks 

are scoping out the 

possibility of converting 
Leeds’s existing gas 

pipelines from natural 
gas to hydrogen. The 

initial report argues 

Leeds could be a pilot 
location for conversion 

by 2030. £2bn of 

investment would be 

required and, if the 

project is successful, it 

could be rolled out 

nationally.  
 

Substantial reductions in 

carbon emissions would 

be possible if the project 

is realized.  
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 Preparations made for Hiroshima & Nagasaki Day events   

   

 Mayors for Peace voluntary invoices / London meeting  

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

 
 

   

 

The UK and Ireland 

Mayors, Provosts and 

Leader for Peace Sec0

retariat in Manchester 

has issued in July 

voluntary invoices for 

2016 to all members. 

The budget from 

invoices would be used 

to develop a website, 

establish a UK and 

Ireland Mayors for 

Peace Flag Day and 

support future Chapter 

meetings. 

A recruitment exercise 

is also being developed 

to encourage more 

Councils in England, 

Scotland, Wales and 

Ireland to join the 7096 

other members of the 

global organisation. 

 

The Secretariat is also 

working with other 

groups to look to hold 

a Chapter meeting and 

special civic event in 

London in October. 

The Japanese ‘Peace 

Boat’ group will be in 

the city on October 3rd 

and 4th – full details of 

the event will follow in 

the August NFLA news0

letter. 

 

Preparations are taking 

place in Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki, and towns 

and cities around the 

world for the 71st 

anniversary of the 

atomic attacks on 

August 6th and 9th. 

 

This year’s ceremony in 

Hiroshima will be all the 

more poignant as it 

concludes the 70th 

anniversary year of 

commemoration.  

 

In recent months, the 

G7 Foreign Ministers, 

President Obama and 

President Abe have 

visited the Hiroshima 

Peace Park.  

 

NFLA encourages its 

members to show 

solidarity with Hirosh0

ima and Nagasaki by 

holding their own civic 

events.  

 

In a related initiative, 

paintings that originate 

from Hiroshima school0

children from the early 

1950s have been sent 

back from Manchester 

in early July. A press 

release on this story is 

on the NFLA website. 

Hiroshima & Nagasaki 

commemorative 

events, 6th and 9th 

August 7 nationwide  
 

NFLA Scotland Forum, 

Dunfermline City 
Chambers, 26th 

August 
 
 

International Peace 

Day, 21st September – 

events nationwide 
 

NFLA Steering 

Committee, 30th 
September, 

Manchester Town 

Hall 
 

Mayors for Peace 

Chapter meeting & 

Peace Boat joint 

event, 3rd October, 
London 

NFLA letters to 

media, July 2016: 
(Emailed to NFLA 

members.) 
 

• Our slogans on 

nuclear are not 

based on fear but on 
clear science 

 

• £37 billion for 

Hinkley 0 how can 

the UK afford it? 

 

Lord Mandelson given the keynote 
address at the PRASEG, Annual 

Conference at RUSI in Westminster 

Solar Century founder Jeremy Leggett 
talking at the PRESEG Annual Conference 

 

 

Mathew Pennycook MP talking at the 
PRASEG Annual Conference 

 


