
“The situation in Fukushima will not be under control for a long time to come“ 
 
Naoto Kan, how has this meltdown changed your view of nuclear energy? 
I never thought it would be possible that a disaster like the one in Chernobyl could happen in Japan 
since our technology is very sophisticated. After Fukushima I had to realize that I was wrong. I 
consider nuclear energy to be the most dangerous form of generating power. The residual risk is 
simply too great. Nuclear power plants are not only unsafe, they are also inefficient. Considering the 
cost of accidents and permanent disposal, nuclear energy is more expensive than oil or natural gas. 
Consequently, what the nuclear lobby is saying is not true. The Fukushima disaster was bad, but it 
could have been even worse. 
 
What was the worst case scenario you expected? 
Our government had to consider the evacuation of Tokyo and its environment. It would have been 
necessary to evacuate approximately 50 million people, if not for a number of fortunate coincidences 
in the damaged reactor blocks. If the extent of the disaster had been just slightly greater, the whole 
country would have been in utter chaos for decades. Japan was at the risk of collapsing. The situation 
would have been similar to a devastating loss of war. 
 
You have a degree in physics. Have you lost your belief in science and technology? 
The risks of nuclear energy cannot be completely eliminated. Safety depends not only on the 
technology, but also on human actions. Complete safety is an illusion. It is very difficult to control 
radioactivity. Plutonium, for example, has a half-life of 24,000 years. How are we supposed to control 
this? And although the results of probability studies say something entirely different, we have already 
had three significant events in the past decades. Before Fukushima (2011) and Chernobyl (1986), the 
accident at Three Mile Island (USA) had already happened in 1979. 
 
Where does Japan stand in terms of managing the consequences of the Fukushima disaster? 

There was a core meltdown in three reactor blocks. This melted material is still in the reactor vessels 
and has to be cooled with water every day. The radioactivity in reactor block 2 is 70 Sievert – a human 
exposed to this level would be dead within five minutes. In addition, contaminated water mixes with the 
groundwater and is channelled off into the ocean. According to Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, the 
situation is under control, but this is not true, which is also confirmed by many scientists and experts. It 
will take a long time before the disaster is under control – inside and outside of the Fukushima Daiichi 
facility. 
 
How do you rate the situation of the Fukushima refugees? And what do you say to the 
government’s plan to open up part of the restricted areas for the former residents in three 
years? 
While the Japanese government is pressing ahead with the decontamination of residential and 
agricultural areas, this does not have a long-term effect, because the source of the radioactive 
contamination in Fukushima Daiichi has not been eliminated and new caesium continues to be carried 
in. The people who are eligible for compensation payments because of their evacuation and do not 
wish to return to allegedly decontaminated areas should continue to receive financial support. More 
than 100,000 people still live in evacuation. The government has to take them more seriously. 
 
Since late 2012 an advocate of nuclear energy, Shinzo Abe, has been Japan‘s prime minister, 
although the majority of Japanese wants a phase-out. How much does Abe’s policy upset you? 
Abe’s energy policy is wrong; I most definitely oppose it. This policy can be explained by the interests 
of the industry and the power companies. Of the over 50 nuclear reactors in Japan, which have been 
deactivated for two years, the government has put three back into operation so far. Abe wants to fully 
return to nuclear energy – but he will not succeed, because the resistance in the population is taking 
shape. Building new nuclear power plants or extending the lifetime of existing ones would draw heavy 
protests. Even two of Abe’s closest allies are against his nuclear policy. One of them is his wife, Akie 
Abe, the other is the former Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi. 
 
Do you believe that Japan without nuclear power plants will be a reality some day? 
Yes, they will disappear in the medium term. After Fukushima we are aware of the high risks that are 
associated with nuclear power plants. And we have started to promote renewable energies. In four to 
five decades there will be no more nuclear power plants in operation in Japan – not least for reasons 
of efficiency. The two years when all nuclear reactors were deactivated have shown that Japan is able 



to function quite well, even without nuclear power plants. It had virtually no negative effects on 
people’s lives and on the state of the economy. 
 


