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   Hinkley: intransigence v realism?                                                          

   

  New Labour leader calls for change in the nuclear debate   

   

The prospects for new 

nuclear build at Hinkley 

Point appear to rest 

now on Chinese 

readiness to fund the 

project, in return for an 

entry to the UK market 

in Bradwell. This comes 

while a number of key 

supporters of new 

nuclear call for the 

cancellation of the 

Hinkley Project for cost 

and safety reasons. 

High level discussions 

are taking place between 

the UK & Chinese gover-

nments over providing 

the billions required to 

fund the project. A £2bn 

guarantee has been 

offered to the Chinese, 

amidst a formal decision 

possibly in October. 

 

The project is mired in 

some major problems – 

the EPR being built in 

France is beset with a 

major delay after design 

flaws were found, the 

costs of Hinkley are high 

and an Austrian legal 

challenge remains. 

 

The likes of the Daily 

Telegraph, the Financial 

Times and Bloomberg 

Finance have all quest-

ioned the viability of the 

project. NFLA agrees 

with such concerns.    

 

  

   

 

     

The British Labour 

Party has elected 

Jeremy Corbyn as its 

new leader, with a 

mandate to change key 

policies. 

Corbyn won with 60% 

of the vote. As the 

Chair of Parliamentary 

CND, and with an 

environmental manif-

esto favouring renew-

ables & decentralised 

energy, a real debate 

and change to Labour’s 

policy is on his agenda. 

Lisa Nandy is the new 

Shadow Energy Minis-

ter and Maria Eagle the 

Shadow Defence Min-

ister. 

A wide-ranging debate 

within Labour over its 

nuclear policy is an 

expected corollary of 

Corbyn’s election as 

Labour Leader. 

Meanwhile, the UK Gov-

ernment has announced 

£500 million for the 

upgrade of the Faslane 

site in readiness for a 

Trident decision in early 

2016. The SNP & the 

Green Party in Scotland 

have criticised this 

decision made before 

the UK Parliament has 

taken its view. NFLA 

will seek to remain at 

the heart of these 

debates.  
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Useful website / partner links: 

NFLA: http://www.nuclearpolicy.info 
CNFE: http://www.cnfe.eu  
Mayors for Peace: http://www.mayorsforpeace.org 
2020 Vision: http://www.2020visioncampaign.org  
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The Lord Mayor of Manchester signs joint statement 

on nuclear weapons on International Peace Day. 
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   NFLA Scotland challenges need for Dounreay transports   

   

   NFLA Wales seminar to discuss Hinkley and tidal prospects 

   

 Bike for Peace wins 2015 Gandhi Foundation Peace Award 

   

The NFLA Welsh Forum’s 

autumn seminar has now 

been finalised and is 

being advertised to 

councillors across Wales. 

 

The seminar will look at 

the prospects and risks 

for a Hinkley Point C new 

nuclear reactor. It will 

also look at one of the 

potentially largest renew-

able projects – the 

possible development of 

tidal lagoons in Swan-

sea, Newport and 

Cardiff Bay. 

 

The NFLA Secretary will 

outline its submission 

on Welsh radioactive 

waste policy and its 

report on nuclear 

emergency planning. 

 

The General Secretary 

of CND, Kate Hudson, 

will outline progress 

with the ‘Rethink 

Trident’ initiative and 

the changing debate 

over Trident replace-

ment. 

 

The flyer is on the NFLA 

website and registration 

is open for the October 

9th seminar.  

The Gandhi Foundation 

has announced that 

Tore Naerland and ‘Bike 

for Peace’ is the 

recipient of its 2015 

Peace Award. 

 

NFLA and Mayors for 

Peace members in 

England and Scotland 

have co-operated with 

‘Bike for Peace’ over the 

past 2 years as part of 

tours which sought to 

raise awareness of the 

need for a new debate 

on nuclear weapons. 

 

A reception will take 

place in Parliament in 

early November. NFLA 

part nominated ‘Bike for 

Peace’ and is glad it has 

won this major award. 

The NFLA Scotland 

Forum held a business 

meeting and seminar in 

Lerwick, Shetland which 

involved a detailed 

discussion of the need 

and the safety of 

radioactive materials 

transports from Doun-

reay to Sellafield. 

 

The seminar included 

Tor Justad from the 

group ‘Highland Against 

Nuclear Transport’ and 

Colin Punler from the 

Dounreay site. It 

focussed on the safety 

of rail and possible sea 

transports. Councillors 

were unhappy that 

these transports are 

taking place and argued 

the materials should 

remain safely stored at 

Dounreay. 

Further information to 

specific questions will be 

provided and a site visit 

to Dounreay in 2016 is 

being looked at. 

 

The seminar also looked 

at the energy policies of 

a number of Scottish 

Councils, including Shet-

land. All the seminar 

presentations will go on 

the NFLA website. 

NFLA media releases 

September 2015: 

(On NFLA website.) 
 

 NFLA shares the 

wide level of 
concern over the 

Government’s  

Hinkley Point deal 
 

 NFLA & Mayors for 

Peace members 
celebrate Inter-

national Peace Day 
 

 NFLA concerns on 

submarine – trawler 

collision incidents off 
the Irish coast 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

CUTS TO RENEWABLE 

SUBSIDIES – HOW 
DOES IT AFFECT LA’s 

& THE INDUSTRY? 

 
In September the UK 

Government announced 
a number of cuts to 

subsidies to renewable 

energy, which critics 
suggest could have a 

damaging effect on this 
growing industry. 

 
An almost 90% cut to 

solar feed-in tariffs has 

been announced, along 
with the scrapping of the 

‘Green Deal’ scheme and 
cuts to wind subsidies. A 

commitment to energy 

efficiency has also been 
reduced in scope. NFLA 

and others are highly 
concerned such changes 

could have a devastating 
effect on a nascent and 

growing industry, on UK 

renewable targets, on LA 
energy policies and on 

thousands of existing 
jobs in the industry. 
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 NFLA All Ireland seminar focuses on trawler – sub collision       

   

 NFLA / Mayors for Peace celebrate International Peace Day  

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

   

 

NFLA and Mayors for 

Peace members in the 

UK and Ireland along 

with Councils from 

across the globe have 

celebrated two notable 

September peace days. 

 

September 21st was the 

UN International Day of 

Peace. This was shortly 

followed by the UN 

International Day for 

the Global Elimination of 

Nuclear Weapons on 

September 26th. 

 

NFLA and Mayors for 

Peace members were 

encouraged to support 

and endorse a joint 

statement agreed by the 

groups Mayors for 

Peace, Religions for 

Peace and Parliamentar-

ians for Nuclear Non-

proliferation & Disarm-

ament to restart stalled 

nuclear weapon talks. 

 

The statement and list 

of supporters for it was 

presented to the UN 

Secretary General on 

the 26th September. 

 

A NFLA media release 

on the statement is on 

the NFLA website. 

 

The NFLA All Ireland 

Forum is focusing its 

autumn seminar on two 

issues of direct impact 

to Irish Councils in 

relation to nuclear 

policy and the Irish Sea. 

 

In early September, the 

Ministry of Defence ad-

mitted that a UK 

submarine had been 

involved in an April 

incident colliding with 

the nets of a Northern 

Ireland trawler, the ‘MV 

Karen’, 18 miles from its 

Down port in Ardglass. 

 

Only for the swift 

cutting of the nets by 

the trawler was a more 

serious incident averted 

with over £10k damage. 

A number of other near 

misses have also been 

reported off the coast of 

Donegal. Local MP 

Margaret Ritchie and 

Tim Deere-Jones will 

look at these issues of 

real concern. 

 

The seminar will also 

look at the risks to 

Ireland of new nuclear 

reactors at Sellafield 

and Wylfa. A flyer is on 

the NFLA website. 

NFLA Welsh Forum, 

City Hall, Cardiff, 9th 
October. 
 

NFLA All Ireland 

Forum, Town Hall, 
Dundalk, 30th 

October. 
 

Mayors for Peace 

Exec Conference, City 
Hall, Ypres, 11th to 

13th November.  
 

NFLA English Forum, 

Friends Meeting 
House, Oxford, 20th 

November. 
 
 

NFLA Scotland 

business meeting, 
and NFLA SC, UK & 

Ireland AGM & 
Annual Briefing, 

Town Hall, 

Manchester, 4th 
December.  

NFLA letters to 

media,  
September 2015: 

(emailed to members) 
 

 Why damage the 

renewable sector? 

 
 Support needed to 

alleviate fuel poverty  

 
 Cuts to renewables 

needs to be averted 

now 
 

 Rethinking Hinkley 

Point C 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

NFLA ENGLISH 

FORUM TO HOLD 
JOINT SEMINAR ON 

DEFENCE NUCLEAR & 

LA ENERGY POLICY 
 

The NFLA English Forum 
will meet in Oxford on 

the 20th November. The 
seminar focuses on 

continuing concerns on 

defence nuclear safety, 
nuclear weapon convoys 

and the wider debate on 
Trident replacement. 

There will also be a 

discussion on the 
prospects for Councils 

developing local energy 
policy. Further details 

and a programme will be 
placed on the NFLA 

website shortly.  

 
 

The NFLA Secretary speaking to a public 
meeting in Cemaes Parish Hall, Anglesey 

on nuclear emergency planning concerns 
post Fukushima 


