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   Hinkley C – yet more problems                                                          

   

  NFLA Trident seminar – NFLA writes to Defence Minister  

   

Long-term prospects for 

building a new nuclear 

reactor at Hinkley Point 

in Somerset continue to 

be put in jeopardy due 

to serious safety design 

issues found in an 

identical EPR reactor 

being built in France. 

 

In April, the French 

nuclear safety regulator 

reported an excess of 

carbon in the Areva 

designed reactor being 

built at Flamanville in 

France. In early June, a 

leaked report from the 

same regulator highlight-

ed faults in the reactor’s 

cooling system. 

 

The Financial Times 

reported HM Treasury 

officials having ‘serious 

concerns’ over the tech-

nology. Talks between 

the Government, EDF 

and Chinese funding 

partners, due for compl-

etion in March, has been 

extended to October. 

 

The Shadow Climate 

Change Minister has 

written to the Govern-

ment calling for answers 

in Parliament and what 

an alternative energy 

policy could be without 

Hinkley Point.  The NFLA 

shares such concerns. 

 

  

   

 

     

In early June, the 

NFLA Scotland Forum 

held a well attended 

seminar in Paisley on 

key issues with the 

Trident nuclear weap-

ons programme. 

Opening the seminar, 

Sunday Herald Enviro-

nment Editor Rob 

Edwards outlined the 

main issues raised by 

Trident whistleblower 

William McNeilly. 

His allegations centre 

on serious safety and 

security lapses in the 

Trident submarines.  

NFLA find the MOD’s 

response to the alleg-

ations as inadequate. A 

letter from the NFLA 

Chair seeking more 

information from the 

MOD has been sent to 

the Defence Minister. 

The seminar heard 

from CND Scotland’s 

Chair Arthur West on 

how to build political 

support to oppose Tri-

dent replacement. Jane 

Tallents of Nukewatch 

Scotland noted concern 

of two nuclear weapon 

convoys taking place in 

bad weather. Bill Kidd 

MSP outlined ways to 

deal with the recent 

failure of the NPT. See 

the NFLA website for 

further information.      
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Some of the attendees at the NFLA Scotland 

seminar in Paisley (Source: Duncan McIntosh) 
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   NFLA nuclear safety report – major issues have been dodged  

   

   NFLA nuclear EP report – could UK cope with a Fukushima? 

   

 NFLA nuclear security report – how nuclear insecure are we? 

   

The NFLA also published 

in June its analysis of the 

post Fukushima nuclear 

emergency planning reg-

ime in the UK and 

around Europe. 

 

The report focuses on 

current issues 4.5 years 

after the Fukushima 

disaster. It profiles three 

important reports – one 

by Fukushima civil 

society groups on the 

emergency lessons of 

Fukushima, one from 

Nuclear Transparency 

Watch on inconsisten-

cies in European nuclear 

emergency plans, and a 

WISE News summary of 

problems with the use 

of probabilistic risk ass-

essment models. 

 

The report analyses the 

UK nuclear emergency 

planning regime. It calls 

for practical and leg-

islative changes to 

existing regulations. It 

also highlights concerns 

over significant cuts to 

local authorities and the 

emergency services in 

reference to the resp-

onse to a serious nuc-

lear incident. The report 

is on the NFLA website.   

A third approved post-

election nuclear policy 

report will be published 

in July outlining an 

analysis of the national 

& international nuclear 

security regime, and the 

potential threats to it. 

The report considers 

the potential threats of 

nuclear terrorism, un-

manned drones and 

other threats to nuclear 

security. 

 

It calls for improve-

ments to be made to 

improve openness and 

transparency in the 

regime, where possible 

and practical. It is being 

issued shortly and will 

also go on the NFLA 

website.   

The NFLA’s Steering 

Committee approved in 

June a report of the 

national & international 

nuclear security regime 

following recent post-

Fukushima changes. 

 

The NFLA Policy Briefing 

considers changes to 

the Convention on 

Nuclear Safety, which it 

argues has been diluted 

after pressure from the 

US and Russia. 

 

The NFLA report also 

considers the extensive 

costs in implementing 

post Fukushima safety 

enhancement to aging 

nuclear reactors across 

Europe. The NFLA 

report argues European 

nuclear authorities have 

dodged some major 

issues like terrorism, 

plane crashes and off-

site emergency plans. 

NFLA has real concern 

over the safety of the 

oldest UK and European 

reactors, as well as 

issues around the safety 

of the new proposed 

EPR at Hinkley Point.  

 

The report can be found 

on the NFLA website.     

NFLA media releases 

June 2015: 
(On NFLA website.) 

 

 NFLA nuclear EP 

briefing calls for 
overhaul of UK 

policy 
 

 NFLA nuclear safety 

briefing argues that 

key issues dodged 
or ignored 

 
 NFLA calls for urgent 

answers from MOD 

over Trident safety 
and security 

 

 NFLA Scotland 

seminar hears about 
Trident whistle-

blower allegations 
and other concerns 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 

TO FORMER NFLA 
WELSH FORUM CO-

CHAIR RAY DAVIES & 

OTHER FORUM NEWS 
 

The NFLA will be well 
represented at a special 

Memorial Service to Ray 
Davies, its former Welsh 

Co Chair, who sadly died 

in May. The Memorial 
Service takes place in 

the Temple of Peace, 
Cardiff on 4th July from 

2pm. All are welcome. 

 
Plans are also being 

developed for meetings 
of the NFLA Welsh, 

English and All Ireland 
Forums. The provisional 

locations for these 3 

Forum meetings will be 
Cardiff, Oxford & Dun-

dalk. Further information 
will be provided in the 
NFLA July Newsletter. 
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 Mayors, Provosts & Leaders for Peace Chapter hold meeting      

   

 Mayor of Hiroshima visiting the UK in November 

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

   

 

The Mayor of Hiroshima 

and staff from the 

Mayors for Peace Inter-

national Secretariat will 

be visiting the UK in 

November, following at-

tendance at the Mayors 

for Peace’s Executive 

Conference in Ypres. 

 

The final details of the 

visit are being clarified, 

but it will involve 

welcoming Manchester’s 

role in developing a local 

Mayors for Peace Chap-

ter, and its innovative 

project to host gingko 

peace trees around the 

city. 

 

A visit to the Mines 

Advisory Group HQ in 

Manchester is also being 

considered to talk about 

the international call for 

a UN Convention on 

nuclear weapons, simi-

lar to that MAG helped 

achieve for landmines. 

 

It is also hoped to 

develop some meetings 

in London. Further 

details of the visit will 

be issued shortly. NFLA 

warmly welcome Mayor 

Matsui of Hiroshima on 

his visit to the UK.  

The first official meeting 

of the recently estab-

lished UK and Ireland 

Mayors, Provosts and 

Leaders for Peace 

Chapter was held in 

Manchester Town Hall 

in mid June. 

 

The Chapter meeting 

was chaired by the 

Deputy Lord Mayor of 

Manchester. 

It considered how to 

develop membership 

fees and its specific 

remit to promote the 

work of Mayors for 

Peace in the UK and 

Ireland. 

 

It also looked at ways 

to increase member-

ship. A Parliamentary 

event may take place 

later in the year. 

Mayors for Peace and 

NFLA members have 

been encouraged to 

take part in local events 

to commemorate the 

70th anniversary of the 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

atomic bombings in 

August & International 

Peace Day events in Se-

ptember.  For further 

details go to the Mayors 

for Peace website. 

70th anniversary of 

the Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki atomic 

bombings, 6th & 9th 
August 2015.  

 

NFLA Scotland Forum, 
Council Chambers, 

Lerwick, 28th August. 
 

NFLA Welsh Forum, 

City Hall, Cardiff, 18th 
September (date tbc) 

 
NFLA Steering 

Committee, 

Manchester Town 
Hall, 3rd October. 

NFLA English Forum, 

Town Hall, Oxford, 
17th October (date & 

location tbc). 
 

NFLA All Ireland 

Forum, Louth County 
Hall, 24th October 
(date tbc). 

NFLA letters to 

media,  
June 2015: 

(emailed to members) 
 

 Renewables, not 

new nuclear, is good 

for Britain 
 

 Public need more 

information on 
Trident after whistle-

blower claims 
 

 Is it time to give last 

rights to Hinkley 

Point C? 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Mines Advisory Group’s Nobel Peace Prize 
at their headquarters in Manchester – 
part of the Manchester Peace Trail 

MANCHESTER PEACE 

TRAIL SEMINARS – 
 

Seminars & walks to 

support the EU funded 
Manchester Peace Trail 

were delivered in June. 
The project involves 7 

European cities and it 
shows the history of the 

city around peace & 

social justice issues. 
NFLA & Mayors for 

Peace are noted in the 
Trail.  

 

For further details on 
this project consult the 

Discover Peace website:  
http://www.discoverpea

ce.eu  

http://www.discoverpeace.eu/
http://www.discoverpeace.eu/

