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Nuclear Free Local Authorities Ireland Seminar


Ireland’s response to new nuclear build in the UK


Date: Friday 11th November 2011


Location: Council Chamber, Wexford County Council Offices, Carricklawn











Registration Details





The seminar is a free event open to all NFLA members and officers and local interested community groups.





If you are planning to attend, could you please fill in the appropriate details and post, email or fax to the address at the bottom of this form:





Name�
Authority / Group�
Correspondence address


(email or postal)�
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Venue and hotel details:


This seminar will be held at the new Wexford Civic Offices at Carricklawn in the west of Wexford centre, near Wexford General Hospital. There are a number of car parking facilities around the area. 





A map of Wexford Town Centre can be downloaded from the Irish Tourist.com website:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.irishtourist.com/wexford/towns/wexford_town/#map" ��http://www.irishtourist.com/wexford/towns/wexford_town/#map� 





Wexford Town has direct hourly rail connections with Dublin Connolly. For further details on train times got to � HYPERLINK "http://www.irishrail.ie" ��http://www.irishrail.ie�. There are also good coach connections to Wexford and the rest of Ireland through the Bus Eireann website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buseireann.ie" ��http://www.buseireann.ie�.  





There are wide choices of hotels in Wexford Town. For further details see � HYPERLINK "http://www.visitwexford.ie" ��http://www.visitwexford.ie� 





Please return this form to: Sinead Trainor, NFLA Ireland Secretary - � HYPERLINK "mailto:sinead.trainor@newryandmourne.gov.uk" ��sinead.trainor@newryandmourne.gov.uk�   Fax: 00 44 (0)2830 264482 Tel: 00 44 (0)2830 313096.


For more general queries contact the NFLA UK and Ireland Secretary, Sean Morris – � HYPERLINK "mailto:s.morris4@manchester.gov.uk" ��s.morris4@manchester.gov.uk� Tel: 00 44 (0)161 234 3244.
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Nuclear Free Local Authorities Ireland Seminar


Irish energy policy developments and concerns over nuclear new build in the UK 


Date: Friday 11th November


Location: Council Chamber, Wexford Civic Offices, Carricklawn, Wexford





The NFLA All Ireland Forum autumn seminar will consider two issues – the potential development of renewable energy in Ireland and the potential effects of new nuclear build in the UK on Ireland.





At a recent meeting of the UK and Irish Governments and UK devolved assemblies there was an agreement to develop co-operation on offshore wind power and other renewable energy sources, which has huge potential for both countries. The NFLA have produced a detailed policy briefing which says that there could be a rich jobs and financial benefit to Ireland by it pursuing renewable energy projects with more vigour. 





Despite the world witnessing the worst nuclear accident since Chernobyl at the Fukushima complex in eastern Japan, the UK Government has passed a Nuclear National Policy Statement advocating the development of new nuclear reactors at up to 8 sites. 4 of these sites are on the Irish Sea coast – Sellafield and Heysham in the north west of England; Anglesey in North Wales and Hinkley Point in the south west of England. 





Furthermore, in August 2011 another nuclear development also took place which Irish Councils will be concerned about – the closure of the Sellafield MOX reprocessing plant. This facility has concerned Irish environmental groups and the Irish Government for many years. However, the UK Government is proposing construction of a new reprocessing facility to service its stock of weapons-usable plutonium and spent fuel from a new nuclear build programme.





This seminar will discuss some of these policy developments and their potential impact on Ireland: 


What is the potential for Ireland to develop renewable energy and what are the barriers to success?


Why is the UK moving ahead with nuclear power when developing renewable energy projects between Ireland and the UK could be a realistic and financially beneficial alternative? 


How can Irish Councils play their part in the promotion of renewable energy, microgeneration and energy efficiency?


What are the risks to Ireland and should the Irish Governments (north and south) be more vocal in its opposition to them? 


Will marine radioactive discharges increase and what effects does this have on coastal communities?





This seminar will take part in the brand new Wexford County Council Civic Offices. Wexford is a town well aware of the nuclear power issue given the failed decision in the 1970s to build a new nuclear reactor at nearby Carnsore Point and Wexford Borough Council is the NFLA All Ireland Forum’s newest member. This FREE seminar is open to all councillors, council officers and interested groups across Ireland.  





FINAL PROGRAMME (Speakers may be subject to change)





10.30am 	Registration, tea and coffee.


 


11.00am 	Opening welcomes by Councillor Danny Forde, Wexford Borough Council and Councillor Ollan Herr, Dundalk Town Council and NFLA All Ireland Forum Co-chair.


 


11.10am	The potential for a renewable revolution in Ireland. Speaker from the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (invited)





11.40am	What role can Irish Local Authorities have in developing a renewable energy revolution? – Eamon Ryan, former Irish Energy Minister (invited) 	 





12.05pm	Fukushima, Sellafield MOX plant and nuclear new build in the UK – an overview and why Irish Councils need to be involved in this debate. Sean Morris, NFLA Secretary (confirmed) 





12.30pm	Will nuclear new build increase radioactive discharges into the Irish Sea? What are the risks if it does? Tim Deere-Jones, independent marine pollution consultant (confirmed)





1.00pm	Panel discussion chaired by the Co-Chair of the NFLA All Ireland Forum, Councillor Michael Carr, Newry & Mourne District Council.  (For a 1.30pm finish). 
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