
Nuclear Free Local Authorities English Forum seminar  
(Jointly held with the NFLA Steering Committee)  

       Friday March 20th 2014 
Room 301, 3rd Floor, Manchester Town Hall,  

Albert Square, Manchester, M60 2LA (sat navs M2 5DB).  
 

Distributive energy options and energy efficiency – risks & opportunities 
for Local Authorities /community energy co-ops 

 
This NFLA English Forum seminar (held jointly in co-operation with, and open to, NFLA Steering 
Committee members and interested environmental and nuclear policy groups) will consider a number 
of smaller-scale energy options and the challenge in up-scaling energy efficiency programmes to 
mitigate fuel poverty. 
 
In mid-2014, NFLA developed an influential Policy Briefing on the issues around the development of 
more definitive (nuclear-free) local authority policies and the consideration some Councils were 
taking towards the development of Energy Service Companies (ESCO’s). 
 
This seminar will consider a range of smaller-scale ‘distributive energy’ options that could form a part 
of a more definitive local energy policy, and alternatively could be developed by community energy 
co-operatives and the like. 
 
Such measures include smart meters, LED’s used in street lights and buildings, anaerobic digestion, 
battery-backed solar PV units and small farm-scale wind generation. Councils, social housing 
providers and community energy co-ops also need to reconsider how to develop more 
comprehensive energy efficiency programmes, particularly in a time of financial austerity and 
increased fuel poverty. 
  
How productive could such sources of energy be, and what are the potential issues in developing 
them? Could Local Authorities and / or community energy co-ops consider developing them and how 
can they be financed? How can energy efficiency programmes be scaled-up in a time of financial 
austerity? 
 
This FREE seminar will consider these issues and allow for a discussion on whether distributive 
energy and more comprehensive energy efficiency programmes can play a part in local and national 
energy policy.  

 
Programme 

 
1.30pm Welcome by the NFLA English Forum Chair, Councillor David Blackburn, Leeds City 

Council  
 
1. 35pm Setting the scene with Local Authority energy policy – Sean Morris, NFLA Secretary 

(confirmed)   
 
1.55pm Developing distributive energy solutions – an energy answer for local authorities and 

community energy providers? Omar Rahim, Director of Trading and Operations, LG 
Energy Group (confirmed) 

 
2.20pm  The challenge of up-scaling energy efficiency programmes in a time of financial 

austerity – Raymond Yeng, Head of Consultancy, LG Energy Group and Lead 
Assessor with the Energy Institute  (confirmed) 

 
2.45pm  Question and answer session (for a 3.15pm close)  

 



 

Nuclear Free Local Authorities English Forum seminar  
(Jointly held with the NFLA Steering Committee)  

       Friday March 20th 2014 
Room 301, 3rd Floor, Manchester Town Hall,  

Albert Square, Manchester, M60 2LA.  
 
The seminar is a free event open to all NFLA members and officers, non member councils 
and interested environmental and energy NGOs. 
 
If you are planning to attend, could you please fill in the appropriate details and post, email 
or fax to the address at the bottom of this form: 

 

Name Authority / Group 
Correspondence address 

(email or postal) 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
Venue and details of accommodation: 

 
Manchester Town Hall is in the centre of the city and is a 10 minutes walk from Manchester 
Piccadilly and Victoria Train Stations, and 8 minutes walk from Manchester Oxford Road 
Train Station. The Metrolink tram stop St Peter’s Square is directly behind Manchester Town 
Hall.  A map and further details can be printed off from the following web-link:  
http://www.manchester.gov.uk/townhall/. You will be directed to Room 301 from the staff at 
the Albert Square and Lloyd Street entrances to the Town Hall.   
   
There are a large number of hotels in Manchester. The Visit Manchester website – 
http://www.visitmanchester.com - provides all the details you may require. 

 
 

Please return this form to: 
 

Sean Morris, NFLA UK and Ireland Secretary, Nuclear Free Local Authorities Secretariat, c/o 
Manchester City Council, Policy, Partnerships and Research, Growth & Neighbourhoods 
Directorate, Town Hall Extension (Level 5), Lloyd Street, Manchester M60 2LA. 
 

Tel: 00 44 (0)161 234 3244              NFLA Website: http://www.nuclearpolicy.info  
 

Email: s.morris4@manchester.gov.uk with completed registration forms. 
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