
Nuclear Free Local Authorities English Forum seminar  
(Jointly held with the NFLA Steering Committee)  

       Friday March 28th 2014 
Committee Room 4, Leeds Civic Hall,  

Portland Crescent, LS1 1UR  
 

New dimensions in nuclear and wider energy policy – 
radiation issues and fracking, local government energy policy, 

nuclear weapons progress 

 
This NFLA English Forum seminar (jointly in co-operation with, and open to, NFLA 

Steering Committee members and interested environmental and nuclear policy groups) 
will consider three important policy issues of interest to the Nuclear Free Local 

Authorities. 
 

Many Local Authorities across the UK and Ireland are having to consider initial planning 
applications for shale gas fracking extraction. One of the concerns around this ’new’ 
form of energy is the potential of radioactivity in wastewater and arising out of the 

fracking process. What are the scientific and health concerns and how serious are they 
to the public?   

 
Many local authorities are moving towards developing more comprehensive energy 
policies promoting values close to the NFLA’s preferred energy policy. How can local 

authorities develop such projects and adequately fund them. The seminar will provide a 
case study of such opportunities. 

 
The next two years are also critical in the debate over Trident replacement in the UK 
and more widely around nuclear weapons disarmament with the upcoming 2015 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conference. The seminar will provide an 
overview of the key issues and how to positively impact on the debate.   

 
This FREE seminar will consider these three important issues and allow for a discussion 
of how each theme may develop in the future.  

 
Programme 

 
1.30pm Welcome by the NFLA English Forum Chair, Councillor David Blackburn, 

Leeds City Council  

 
1. 35pm Radiation and fracking – what are the risks? – Dr Ian Fairlie, Independent 

consultant in radioactivity in the environment (confirmed)   
 
2.00pm How can local authorities develop and fund innovative energy policies? A 

case study. Stephen Cirrell, formerly of Cornwall County and Leeds City 
Council (invited) 

 
2.25pm  What are the key challenges in the Trident replacement and nuclear 

disarmament debates? Dave Webb, CND Chair (confirmed) 

 
2.50pm  Question and answer session (for a 3.15pm close)  

 
 



Nuclear Free Local Authorities English Forum /  
SC seminar, Friday 28th March 2014  

Committee Room 4, Leeds Civic Hall,  
Portland Crescent, LS1 1UR 

 
The seminar is a free event open to all NFLA members and officers, non member 

councils and interested local groups. 
 

If you are planning to attend, could you please fill in the appropriate details and 
post, email or fax to the address at the bottom of this form: 

 

Name Authority / Group 
Correspondence 

address 
(email or postal) 

 
 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 

 

  

 

Venue and details of accommodation: 
 
Leeds Civic Hall is in the centre of Leeds and is a 10 minutes walk from Leeds 

Train Station, which has train services with all of the major towns and cities 
across the UK. Leeds is close to the M62 and the M1. A map can be printed off 

from the following web-link: http://www.leeds.gov.uk/contact_us.aspx  
 

There are a large number of hotels in Leeds. The Leeds Tourist Information 

website - http://www.visitleeds.co.uk – provides all the details you may require. 
 

 
Please return this form to: 

 
Sean Morris, NFLA UK and Ireland Secretary, c/o Manchester City Council,  

PO Box 532, c/o City Policy, Level 5, Town Hall Extension, Manchester M60 3NY. 
 

Telephone: 0161 234 3244 Fax: 0161 274 7397 
 

Email: s.morris4@manchester.gov.uk with completed registration forms. 

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/contact_us.aspx
http://www.visitleeds.co.uk/
mailto:s.morris4@manchester.gov.uk

