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Nuclear Disarmament Debates  

• Trident Replacement 
o CND Campaign 
o Nuclear Education Trust Reports 
o Scottish referendum 
o Nukewatch 

• If Britain Fired Trident 
• International Events 

o WW1 Centenary – Sarajevo 
o Humanitarian Effects of Nuclear Weapons 
o Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 2014/5 
o Mayors for Peace 
o Remembering Hiroshima  2015 

• What can we do? 



UK Trident System 



UK Trident System 

• 4 submarines based at 

Faslane (30 miles from 

Glasgow) 

• Each carries 8 Trident 

missiles 

• Each missile has average 

of 5 100KT warheads 

• Each warhead has the 

destructive power of 

100kT TNT – 7 times the 

Hiroshima bomb 



Plans for Trident Replacement 







Trident Alternatives and 
the Future of Barrow 

• It is not “all or nothing” for Barrow. 
There are a range of options. 

• The Government should: 
– make a clear and binding statement of its 

responsibility to any town exceptionally 
dependent on military contracts in the 
event that military procurement decisions 
are changed; 

– commission a joint BIS/MoD/DfT study 
regards economic options for Barrow and 
its supply chain including transport 
infrastructure improvements; 

– remove the arbitrary boundary regarding 
the Energy Coast Initiative so that Barrow 
is included and is therefore eligible for 
Nuclear Decommissioning Agency funding; 

– consider creating an Enterprise Zone for 
Barrow to encourage inward investment 
and relocation; 

– support proposals that would provide 
Cumbria with transitional funding from 
European Structural Funds; 

– encourage BAE Systems to look to 
diversification. 



Trident Alternative Review 

Option 4: 
Scrapping Trident  with NO alternative 

Government support and funding for alternative industries 
(alternative energy production, etc.) 



A Jobs Issue? 
• Why protect when you can convert?  

• The arms industry is capital, not 

labour, intensive.  

• Arms industry accounts for just 0.7% 

of total UK employment.  

• US study found for the same amount 

of money spent on the arms industry 

- building houses and work on 

energy efficiency created 50% more 

jobs, public transport 131%, 

education 107%, and health 50% 

• Spending on arms "unproductive 

expenditure" - products, rather than 

laying the foundations for additional 

productive economic activity, do 

exactly the opposite. 



UK’s Defence Needs 
• The next Strategic Defence and Security 

Review should take a more rigorous needs-
based approach, reflecting on the likelihood 
and impact of risks to security, as well as 
foreign policy requirements and 
responsibilities. 

• The UK should focus on utilising its world 
diplomatic skills, rather than its world 
military reach, to reduce its security threats 
and promote disarmament. 

• The Government should seek an 
independent legal opinion on whether the 
proposed modernisation of the Trident 
nuclear weapons delivery system is outside 
its legal obligations as a signatory to the 
NPT. 

• There should be a much deeper and wider 
public and parliamentary debate about 
whether to retain and modernise UK 
nuclear weapons in current circumstance of 
no external threat. 

• The UK's defence procurement decisions 
must  follow on from the conclusions of the 
next Defence and Security Review. 

 



Defence Committee 
Report on Deterrence 

• Concern over deterioration in perceptions of 
the UK's military capabilities.  

• Does not challenge plans to replace Trident but 
does discuss a changing security landscape 
where nuclear weapons are increasingly 
irrelevant. 

• ‘It is possible to foresee an environment in 
which the core role of nuclear deterrence – to 
protect a state from attack – is achieved by the 
deployment of advanced conventional 
weapons… This will be a matter which our 
successor Committee may wish to examine 
further.’ 

• Senior military figures  concerned over the 
impact of Trident and spending on cuts to the 
Armed Forces. 

• Greater public and parliamentary debate is 
needed - report is ‘a step in the right direction.’ 

 



"The expense is huge and 

the utility … non-existent in 

terms of military use" Tony 

Blair, in his memoirs: A 

Journey.  

 

Blair wrote that he could see 

clearly the force of the 

"common sense and 

practical argument" against 

Trident, but in the end he 

thought giving it up would be 

"too big a downgrading of 

our status as a nation …" 



Jobs 
• Invest in green spending - 

create 2 million jobs; 
• £55 billion investment in 

green and social 
infrastructure spending 
could generate up to one 
million jobs; 

• Investing in flood defences, 
low energy transport, energy 
efficiency and housing would 
not only provide jobs and 
increase tax revenue for the 
government, but would also 
contribute to a long term 
economic recovery and a 
better future. 



NHS not Trident 
• The NHS in England has been told to 

make £20 billion worth of cuts over 
four years. 

• If Trident was scrapped at least £2.4 
billion a year could be invested in 
our public health service instead. 

• £100 billion could: 
o fully fund all A & E services in 

hospitals for 40 years, 
o build 180 new state-of-the-art 

hospitals 
o or employ 150,000 new nurses for 

the next 30 years. 

• The National Cancer Research 
Institute, of which the Department 
for Health is a member, spent £504 
million on research in 2012 - a fifth 
of what the Ministry of Defence 
spent on Trident 



Homes not Trident 

• The economic crisis and 
Government welfare reforms 
have seen the number of 
homeless people rising. 

• Shelter estimates that an 
additional £3 billion a year is 
needed to build 50,000 new, 
genuinely affordable, homes 
if we are serious about 
solving the housing shortage.  

• £100 billion spent over 30 
years would build 1.5 million 
homes. 



Education not Trident 

• The money spent on replacing 
Trident could build as many as 
30,000 new primary schools; 

• Or fewer schools could be 
built and others refurbished; 

• Or the Educational 
Maintenance Allowance 
(EMA) scrapped by the 
government could be 
reinstated for 60 years. 

• £100 billion could pay the 
tuition fees for almost four 
million students. 



Climate not Trident 

• The Energy Bill Revolution 
campaign says that £60 billion 
spent on super-insulating our 
housing stock would lift 9/10 
families out of fuel poverty 
saving them money, reducing 
carbon emissions and lowering 
fuel imports. 

• Trident money could: 
o Install solar panels in 15 million 

households; 
o Quadruple current annual budget 

for renewable energy; 
o Build 100,000 wind turbines-

enough to power all households 
in the UK; 

o Ensure £800 saving on your bills. 



Wellbeing not Trident 
• Over half a million people now 

rely on food parcels.  
• The increasing number of 

people in poverty follows drastic 
cuts in the government’s 
welfare payments. 

• Cold weather kills around 
20,000 people in the UK each 
year. Thousands more suffer in 
cold homes as they can’t afford 
to turn on the heating.  

• Trident money could: 
o Fund thousands of food banks  
o Enable cheaper bills 
o Insulate 15 million 
o Homes 
o End fuel poverty 



Aid not Trident 
• 768 million people in the 

world don’t have access to 
safe water, which kills around 
200 children a day.  

• Many more suffer from 
diseases as a result of 
drinking or cleaning 
themselves with dirty water.  

• Others walk for miles every 
day just to pick up water for 
themselves and their families. 

• Trident money could: 
o Provide safe water for all 
o Help Syrian refugees 
o Support reconstruction efforts 

following natural disasters 



The Scottish 
Question 

• 18th September 2014 

• Scottish Independence 
might mean there is no 
home for Trident! 



Nukewatch 



1-7 April 2014 
 

March & Rally  in Glasgow 5 April 
 

www.springwalk.org  

http://www.springwalk.org/


Between now and 9th August people will be creating a 7 mile long knitted peace scarf to stretch 
between Atomic Weapons Establishment sites at Aldermaston and Burghfield, Berkshire, where 
nuclear weapons are made.  

http://www.woolagainstweapons.co.uk/  
 

9th August 2014 

http://www.woolagainstweapons.co.uk/


“If Britain fired Trident” 

• A new report from the Scottish CND 
- details how an attack from one 
Trident submarine, against its most 
likely targets, would result in 5.4 
million deaths.  

• Nick Clegg recently confirmed that 
Trident is still designed to "flatten 
Moscow".  

• This paper explains the effect of 
detonating 20 nuclear weapons 
inside Russia's capital and a further 
20 in the surrounding area.  



Projected Casualties from an Attack on Moscow by a UK 
Trident submarine 

10 warheads on centre of Moscow, 10 on outskirsts and 20 outside 
Moscow. 



A Trident Nuclear Winter? 



International Campaigns 
• WW1 - Sarajevo Peace Event 

• Humanitarian Effects of 
Nuclear Weapons: 

o Oslo; Mexico; Vienna 

o Nuclear Weapons Ban 

• NPT 

• Mayors  
for Peace 

• Hiroshima 

 – 70 years on 2015 

 

6-9 June 2014 



14th April 2014 

http://demilitarize.org/ 



What Can We Do? 

• Welfare Cuts and Trident are Directly Related 
Government Policies; 

• Highlight the issues at every opportunity 
– Make connections with government cuts 

– Point out the consequences of nuclear weapons; 

• Fight the cuts – quoting Trident costs - as much as 
possible; alternatives are possible and necessary! 

• Encourage and support membership of CND, 
Nukewatch, NFLA etc.! 

• Encourage and support Mayors for Peace 

• Encourage and support peace education 

• Support diplomatic moves rather than 
military threats 

• Join the campaign in any way you can! 




